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Qhe (Masonic " Old Charges."

THE operative Masons had special rules and regulations
for their guidance from the fourteenth century and
earlier , many copies of which are still preserved in the

British Museum and in other public and private libraries ;
but only one of the existing scrolls can be dated so far back
as 500 years. Several , however , are of the seventeenth
century, and cover the eventful period immediatel y preced-
ing the formation of the premier Grand Lodge at London ,
England , in A.D. 1717.

With these laws were certain traditions which thereby
distinguished the Freemasons from all other crafts , the
complete rolls being the title deeds of our inheritance as
members of the " Mystic Tie " and direct successors of oin-
operative and speculative forbears.

About seventy of these documents have been traced ,
mostly during the last forty years ; and many have been
discovered and copied by the writer , who has devoted much
of his time to the stud y of these valuable and deeply
interesting relics of the past ; the results being embodied
in the second edition of his "Old Charges of the British
Freemasons " (London , 1895),

WM. JAMES HUGHAN.

In The Xew Age for Jul y is an excellent review of Mr .
Gould's " Concise History of Freemasonry," the latest work
on the subject , in which mention is made of the importance
of these scrolls, known as the " Manuscript Constitutions ,"
their value being dul y appreciated by the Hon. George F.
Moore, the accomplished editor.

The texts of the numerous " Old Charges " would interest
a large circle of arclneologisls , Masons and non-Masons alike,
if the rolls were better known.

The majority of the " Old Charges " begin with an
invocation to the Trinity, viz. :—

The might of (lie Father of Heaven wilh
(lie wisdom of (lie glorious Son , through
the grace and the goodness of the
HoI)r Ghost , that  be three persons in one
Godhead , be with us at our beginning,
and give lis grace, so lo govern us herein
our life , that  we may come to his eternal
bliss that never shall have ending, .linen.

(The Haddoii Manuscript.)

The cosmopolitan and unsectarian features of the craft
belong to the post Grand Lodge era.

About a dozen cop ies or versions have the " Apprentice
Charges "—agreeing mainl y with the A pprentice Indentures
to Trades generall y ; and some contain the " New Articles ,"
suggestive of late modern adaptations , an incorrect and
garbled copy of one of these manuscripts being given in the
" Book of Constitutions ," by Dr. Anderson (A.D. 1738 ; said
to be of 1663). None of such original documents are dated ,
however.

While the various versions , as a rule , d if f e r f rom each
other in some respects, they all have much in common , and
their Christian character is still further emphasised by the
" First Charge that you shall be true men to God and Ihe holy
Church " (Carson Manuscript ," A.D. 1677), which begins all
the regular operative rules ; and still more explicit references
in some others are also met with , such as in the " York
Manuscript No. 6 " (late seventeenth century) :—

1)oe all as you would bee done unto ,
and I beseech you att every meeting
and Assembl y you pray heartil y
for all Christians— ("farewell.

The limit for obligatory attendance at the Annual Assem-
blies varies considerabl y, running from live to f if ty miles ;
but the greater number contain J ifly. The variation from
that fi gure is evidentl y an error , and is found in about
twenty cop ies.

They are often met with of paper , but sometimes the
material selected is vellum , and occasionally the caligraph y
is beautiful and ornamental. The rolls are usuall y a few
inches wide , and run to a considerable length , the longest
known being that of the " Dumfries Kilwinning Manuscri pt
No. 3," of nearl y fifteen feet ! A few are in book form , and
written on the finest vellum. The " Alnwick Version ," of
A.D. 1701 , is written in the Lod ge Minute Book, the Records
beginning from October 13, 1703, and continuing to 1757, the
old Lodge remaining independent from Iirst to last.

This manuscri pt provides that a Master must "enter him
— i.e., Apprentice—and give him charge within a year
after ; " the " Gateshead Manuscri pt , however , required
" that the charge must be given at the time of registering, or
within thirty days after ," but there was no general rule on
the subject. Differences are also to be noted as to wages.

A curious reading is met with in the " York Manuscri pt
Xo. 4," of A.D. 1693, which I referred to in my "Masonic
Sketches and Reports ," A.D. 1S71. My reproduction was
doubted at the time , but has since been confirmed bv Heir
Findel and other experts. It occurs in the admonitory
portion prior to the obli gation being administered :—

The one of (he elde; s taking the Bool-L-
and (hat hee or slice that is to bee made
Mason shall lay (heir hands thereon
and the charge shall be given /i.e., on llie Fable).

Occasionall y the clause is in Latin , so that the words
tile vcl ill! may have been read as /'//_ • vcl ilia , or possibl y the
word they was written as Ihe , and thought to be she. How-
ever , to suppose -that females were initiated would be absurd
and wholly unwarranted ; though , at iirst sight and without
comparison with other manuscri pts, the text of this roll
certainl y suggests such, a view.

Dr. Begemann has done much good work in classif ying
the various versions and arranging them in families , based
upon special characteristics of certain groups, and my lod ge
—Ottaliior Coroitali , London—the West Yorkshire Province ,
and other Masonic Library Organizations and personal friends
have had many of the " Old Charges " facsimiled and pub-
lished ; so that , between us, nearl y all have been reproduced
precisely according to the valuable originals. I have arranged
full particulars of all these documents , reproductions , and
reprints , their transcribers , owners , &c, in al phabetical form ,
which manuscri pt may be promoted to print ere long. Mean-
while , in various histories published in the United States,
information as to the scrolls may be obtained by American



readers who desire to stud y the text of these souvenirs of
anti quity.

A few of the rolls are now preserved in the United
States and Canada ; so that both the new and old world are
supp lied with genuine copies of consti tutions of the operative
fraternity.

The oldest in U.S.A. is the "Carson Manuscri p t ," formerl y
known as thc "Hub of the Universe Manuscri pt ," because
discovered recentl y in Boston , and which was sold to the
lamented Mr. Enoch T. Carson , of Cincinnati (hence its t i t le).
This is now in the magnilicent library of General Samuel C.
Lawrence, of Medford , Mass. In th e same important  collec-
tion are the reproductions by Cole of a copy of the " Old
Charges," being the set of 1729, 173 1, 175 1, and 1762 , and
reissues of similar brochures. The uni que print  of " Robert ' s
Manuscri p t "  of 1722 , having a similar text to the " Grand
Lodge Manuscri pt No. 2,"
is in the large and valu-
able library of the Grand
Lodge of Iowa , which
also has another quartette
of the " Cole " variety and
several reprints.

The Grand Lodge of
Canada possesses the
very interesting " Scar-
borough Manuscript ," of
A.D. 1705 (circa), the date
of which is approxim-
atel y fixed by an indorse-
ment relating to the
holding of a lodge in
that town on the 10th of
Jul y, 1705.

The relation of these
scrolls to modern Grand
Lodges and their regula-
tions , especiall y as to
"Ph ysical Qualifications,"
and the basis generall y
of Masonic Jurisprudence ,
would require too much
space to consider now ,
and there is very much
involved in the inquiry
which I hope to institute
ere long.

The " William Wat-
son MS." reproduced
in The Xew Age from
English issue , will suffice
to exhibit the character
of the earl y copies of the
" Old Charges ," and also
the special features of
that particular class.
Some of the later MSS.
have ¦'The New Articles ," live of these so far having been
traced. The clauses are noteworth y, because they evidentl y
represent thc rules agreed to by one or more lod ges, about
the middle of the' 17th Century onwards , additional to the
ordinary scrolls. They would serve admirabl y as the proto-
type of the Grand Lodge Regulations of 1723 and later , and
of themselves foreshadow the character of Grand Lodges
which arose earl y in the following century, the issue of
certificates, visitation of lodges, and the reception of speeu-
latives.

Dr. James Anderson , in the " Book of Constitutions ," of
1738, quotes from one of these MSS., possibl y the " Roberts ,"
printed in 1722 , and now in the celebrated library of the
Grand Lodge of Iowa. I purchased it for my lamented
friend , Wm. Bower , of Keokuk , Iowa , at Spencer 's sale of
Masonic Works in 1875.

The learned doctor , however , could not refrain . from
altering the text to suit modern usages, which is much to bj

THE "W11.UAM WATSON - MS .

regretted , such as the introduction of the qualificati on regular
before Lodge , and the prefix Grand to Master. I give the
clauses from the Havleian MS. No. 1942 , British Museum
(circa 1670).

THE NEW ARTICLES.

" 26 : Noe person (of what degree soever) bee accep ted
a free Mason , unless hee shall haue A lodge of line
free Masons , at least , whereof one to bee a master ,
or warden , of that l imi t t , or devision , wherein such
Lodge shalbee kept & another of the trade of ffree
Masonry.

" 27 : That noe p'son shalbee accepted a ffree Mason ,
but such as are of able body, honest parentage ,
good reputacon , & observers ol" the Laws of the
Land.

" 28 : That noe p'son
hereafter bee
accepted ffree
Ma s o n , nor
shalbee admit-
ted into any
Lodge or assem-
bly vntill he
hath brought a
Certificate of
the  t i m e  of
accep'con from
the Lodge yt
accepted h i m ,
vnto the Master
of that Limitt &
Devision , where
such Lodge was
kept , which sayd
Mas te r  sha l l
enrole the same
in  pa re  h 1111,
in a role to bee
kept for that
purpose , to give
an acct of all
such acceptions
At every general
Assembl y.

•' 29 : That every
p e r s o n  w h o e
now is free
M a s o n , s h a l l
bring to t h e
Master a note
at the t ime of
his acception to
the end the same
may be enrolld
in such priority
of place as the

p'son shall  deserve , and to the ye end the whole
company and fellows may the better know each
other.

" 30 : That for the future  the sayd Society, Company and
fraternity of ffree Masons shalbee regulated &
governed by one Master & Assembl y, & Wardens ,
as ye said Company shall think lit to choose , at
every yearel y generall Assembl y.

" 31 : That noe p'son shalbee accepted a ffree Mason or
know the secrets of the sayd Society, vnti l l  hee
hath Iirst taken the oath of secrecy hereafter
following. "

In the Grand Lodge MS. No. 2 (circa 1650) there is
dnother clause , as wi th  the •' Roberts M.S." (A.D., 1722),
" that noe p'son shall be accepted a ffree Mason except he
be one and twent y  years old or more. "

Mr. Conder , the historian of the " Masons' Company "
(London),  remarks of Rule 30 that  " i t  might also have been



drafted direct from the existing rules of the Masons '
Company, concerning the Master , Wardens , and Assistants ,
and this is most remarkable. "

Twelve out of the seventy MSS. contain the "Apprentice
Charge ," which is practicall y continued in modern Apprentice
Indentures , and was recited to the youngsters , and their
entry duly noted , soon after their reception. These rules ,
however , are more interesting than valuable in relation to the
history of the Craft , as they would be more or less common
to all trades.

Some of the Scrolls contain curious additions , and others
are fault y in their text , evidentl y due to the errors of tran-
scribers ; but all of them represent more or less faithfull y
the Manuscri pt Constitutions of the operative regime , and in
part also that of the speculative brethren who belonged to
the fraternit y prior to the advent of modern Grand Lodges.

Valuable as the "Old Charges " are , and of great interest
to all students of the mainl y operative period of the Craft ,
especially during the seventeenth century to the establish-
ment of the premier Grand Lodge in 1716-7, the practical
question after all is, how do and how should they eff ect the
modern speculative lodges in regard to their Laws and
Customs ? Are these old Rolls , from the 14th century to the
j 8th century, as used by the operative Masons , binding on
their speculative successors, and should their regulations , or
such of them as manifestl y had respect to the actual require-
ments for  labour purposes , be still imposed on the Brotherhood ?

These questions should be faced and dealt with by the
American Fraternity in particular ; a correct decision con-
cerning not only the million of subscribing members now on
the Registers of their Lodges, but most intimatel y affecting all
the regulations which are now in force in respect to the
admission of new apprentices into the Societv.

The " Genera l Regulations compiled firs t by Mi". George
Payne, Anno 1720, when he was Grand Master , and approved
by the Grand Lodge on St. John the Baptist's Day, Anno
1721, at Stationer 's Hall , London ," were printed and circu-
lated in 1723

" for the use of (he Lodges in and about Loudon and
Westminster."

It was not unti l  the second edition was issued in 1738
that " The General Regulations " were described as for the
" Free and Accepted Masons " generall y. From 1723, how-
ever, to the present time these Laws termed " General
Regulations ," have been kept quite distinct from " The
Charges of a Freemason ," which were to be " rea d at the
making of new Brethren , or when the Master shall order it. "
At least so it was declared in 1723, but in 173 8 Dr. Anderson
merely stated that they were " Approved by the Grand Lodge,
and ordered to be printed in the fust edition of the Book of
Coiistiliilions on the 25th of March , 1722. "

The " Old Charges," however , that follow the latter
declaration , are very different to those of 1722-3, and
evidentl y did not please the Fraternity, for in subsequent
editions—175 6, 1767, and 1784—of that century the actual
text of the 1723 issue was preserved , and the "hash " of
1738 was entirel y ignored , as it has been ever since by the
premier Grand Lodge.

Following the lead , possibly of the Constitutions Grand
Lodge of Ireland 1750-1 , Lawrence Dermott (or Edwa rd
Sprnll) adopted the 1738 version of these mang led " Charges. "

The p oint , however , to be noted is that they form no part
of the regular Regulations adopted by the first Grand Lodge
in 1723, and altered by its successors from time to time ,
these so called " Charges " being simp ly an introduction to
the bona f ide Laws, and were not looked upon at any t ime
subsequent to 1723 as of any leg islative value , though
suggestive to some extent of the old operative regime. The
fad  is indisputable that the Grand Lodge of Eng land has
never used , quoted , or employed such " Charges " as of any
value , or binding in respect to any of its Laws or Regula-
tions , or of the sli ghtest importance in providing the Rule s
for the government of the Craft , save as indicative of their
true spirit. At the union of (lie two Grand Lodges in 1813 a
revision of the Book of Consti tut ions took place , the first for

the United Grand Lodge being publi shed in 1815. In this
work , as in all the editions since, an altered set of these
" Charges " has been printed , and continued lo 1905, the
clauses being for " the use of Lodges, to be read at the
making of new Brethren " as heretofore , but so far as I know
are not now so communicated to the neop hytes.

In the actual " Old Charges " one of the rules reads , with
slight verbal differences , that Apprentices to be eligible must

" Be free borne and of good kindred and noe bondmen
and yt he have his right limbs as a man ought to have. "
(William Watson MS., The Xew Age, Nov. 1904).
It was doubtless in consequence of this and other enact-

ments in the Operative Laws that Dr. Anderson , in 1723,
in paragraph 12 "Of Masters, Wardens, Fellows, and
A pprentices " inserted the following : —

" No Master should take an Apprentice, unless he has
sufficient emp loyment for him , and unless he be a perfect
youth , having no maim or defect in his bod y, that may render
him incapable of learning the Art or serving his Master 's
Lord , and of being made a Brother. "

I presume it is on the strength of this enactment , based
upon operative needs (and for thai purpose only), that so many
Grand Lodges in the United States of America continue to
object to gentlemen as candidates who are minus a limb , or
short of the usual number of fingers and toes. Now, I submit ,
with all respect to my beloved American Brethren , that there
is reall y no just ification for such a course , so far as the
practice of the Grand Lodge of England is concerned , by
whose authority such a "Charge " was first printed in 1723,
and has been continued in subsequent editions.

Of course, it is granted that the clause is a portion of the
" Book of Constitutions " new, as it has long been , with others
on a similar traditional and fanciful basis , but the absolute
fact is that never in the experience of the Grand Lodge of
England from 1723 has such been acted upon. Physically
imperfect candidates have never been objected to because of
such a rule , and are never likel y to be, and , therefore , it is
evident that in America the " Charge " is being used for a
purpose wholly forei gn to its orig inal promoters and
successive preservers in England from 1723 to 1905.

In proof that the Grand Lodge of Eng land never intended
such "Ancient Charges " for practical use, the fact may be
cited that its Regulations or Laws, in the " Book of Constitu-
tions ," from their ori gin to now , have never once utilised
them for legislative purposes , and the transactions of our
lod ges show that the Brethren have never once followed such
operative requirements. They reall y are indicative of the
true Masonic aims that should guide all Masonic legislation ,
with due regard to our changed conditions.

Now , supposing these "Ancient Charges " should be
accepted as necessary guides for present day leg islation , and
that the clauses arranged by Dr. Anderson , based upon the
early " Old Charges of the operative Freemasons " (but quite
as much , or even more , of his own fancy), must be
respected and included as portions of the existing Regula-
tions , I submit that in such an event they should be adopted
in their comp lete stale , and /. <>/ // ; pari as they are now , by
authorities on Masonic Jurisprudence in America.

For examp le, in the  same " Book of Consti tutions ," Grand
Lodge of Eng land (1905), containing the "Ancient  Charges "
(so called) it is provided that :—

" Candidates may nevertheless know that no Mnster
should take an apprentice unless he has sufficient em-
ployment for him. "

" No brother can be a warden unt i l  he has passed the
part of a fellow-craft , nor a master unt i l  he has acted as
a warden * * * m,|- ir rand master unless he has
been a fellow-craft before his election. "

As lo a stra nge brother " You must emp loy him some
days, or else recommend him to be emp loyed."

"All Masons emp loyed shall meekl y receive then -
wages without murmuring  or mut iny,  and not desert the
M _ .s_ er til l  the work be finished. "



To be consis tent , if the clause be accepted relative to
ph ysical inab i l i ty ,  then fel low-crafts  should be permitted to be
Wardens of Lodges, and Grand Masters of Grand Lodges, and
thc numerous clauses respecting the emp loyment and manage-
ment of operative Masons should also be the Laws of the Craft.

How the veritable "Old Charges ," and the manufactured
"Ancient  Charges " (Dr . Anderson 's) affect modern Masonic
legislation may be seen by a careful stud y of Mr. W. H.
Up ton 's " Masonic Code " for the Grand Lodge of Washing-
ton , of which bod y he is a Past Grand Master. It is the best
thing of the kind in thc English language , and both , valuable
and interesting.

To sum up ,  my conten t ion  is thai these " Ancient
Charges " of the Rev. Dr. Anderson 's, which are in t roduc to ry
to al l  t h e  edit ions of the  Eng lish " Book of Co n s t i t u t i o n s "

from 1 723, were not , and are not ,  inserted for legislative
purposes , have never been so used by the  premier  Grand
Lodge of the World , and , therefore , the rule  as to phy sical

perfect ion , so much insisted ou by the  Grand Lodges of the
U.S.A., is not jus t i f ied  by the  evidence , and should be much
modified , if not abrogated , accordingl y.

WM . JA M K S  H I 'I W I A V .

This valuable article on (he "Old Charges " lias been reprinted, by the author 's kind permission , from The Xr.c .- .,j,v (Washington , D.C.I , the
special organ of the A . and A . Rite for the U.S.A. (Southern Jurisdiction) , the able editor of which (Bro . George K. Moure ) thus  appreciati vel y refers
lo Uro. l lughan 's l i terary sei vices on behalf of the Fraterni ty.

X OTI ..— In 1872 Brother Hughan published his celebrated work , " The Old Charges of the British Freemasons ," with  a preface by f l ic
K<_ v. A. F. A. Woodward.

Dr. Albert G. Mackev wrote thus  in reviewing the book :—
" If we wen: asked lo say lo what Masonic writer of any period past or present (he History of Freemasonry was most ind ebted , we should

unhes i ta t ing ly  answer lo Will iam James Hughan. Others have given us their  lucubrat ions and indulged us with theories not always tenable , and
sometimes manifest l y absurd , and we often arise from a perusal of their  works wi th  no increase of oar knowledg e , but rather wi th  a contused idea
that what we have read is unt rue , mythical , and incapable of being reconciled with what we know of contemporary history.

But Brother Hughan , leaving all myths  and legends lo one side , has penetrated into  a rich mine  h i the r to  hut l i t t l e  exp lored , and drawn forth
("null (he stores of ihe British Museum and from the Archives of lCnglish Lodges , old records which poi t ray  the condition and character ol Free-
masonry at the t imes when they were writ ten , and furnish  to every Masonic student those author i t ies  anterior to the writ ings ol Anderson ,
hi therto inaccessible , from which he may deduce his o.v n conclusions and establish his own theories. "

This appreciation of Brother l lughan 's industry  and abi l i ty  was wr i t ten  in 1S73, and is full y endorsed by Masonic students of (he present
day. — Editor M.A.

dhe chelation of f̂ reemasonry to cReligion.
By W. Bro. the Rev. J OHN CHOUGH G IBSOX , D.D ., LL.D., Fellow ot the Royal Society ot Literature ,

Rector of Ebchester, Connfv Durham.

1 

SUPPOSE that no more convenient dist inction could be
found than that which Comtist philosop hers make
between the  thcolog ic and the scientific stages of

religion ; and the position or relation of dogmatic religion to
practical religious life , as the latter is found in t rue specu-
lative Freemasonry, much approximates to this.

There are many who regard Freemasonry as for all
purposes a universal reli gion , whi le  many again claim as
the utmost that  Freemasonry is but app lied science, app lied
and concrete theology, and no religion at all. Both are
wrong in their  l imi ta t ions .  Freemasonry, even if a universal
religion , is not such for all purposes. Again , on the other
hand , you cannot separate cause from effect. Morals must
have a standard , an indwell ing energy, and an au thor i ty
which speaks throug h experience , in actual  personal observa-
t ion.  It  is safer to say that Freemasonry is relig ion , but not
all reli gion. There cannot  be a t rue Freemason who is an
atheist. The key to the life of the world is thc Will of
T.G.A.O.T. U ., and wi thou t  an outlook heyond the  dail y
activity of this present state there can be no perspective of
the  perfect moral life. The present relates to the eternal
(past and future) ,  and he who lives always on this side the
line of horizon which his i n f an t  eyes first saw, cannot realise a
thousandth part of the meaning of th is  present sphere of
labour.

Besides all this , morali ty cannot exist of itself . Men
value moral t r u t h s  because their  standard of absolute good is
therein enshrined ; lbey do not imag ine a higher authori ty
as the result of inheren t  func t iona l  energy. Freemasonry as
a morali ty begins in the author i ty  of the Supreme Author
and Creator. It does not rise to t ha t .  The Creator informed
man ; and moral success depends upon man 's obedience to
the Heavenly vision. We spend our labour , and devote our-
selves to stud y, that  we may know the meaning of the Sacred
Name ; and the existence of l l ie  name , and of the  t ru th  in
that name , are not dcbateable points to loyal Masons.

Now let me define the  word Reli g ion. My dictionary
gives it thus :—" A course of l i fe  led in conformi t y  to the
beli ef of a super intending power, and of laws divinel y
established. " In what do we, as Freemasons, differ from
this  ? Our course of life is in accordance with  the V. of the
S.L., and is led subject to the universally accepted au thor i ty

of T.G.A.O.T .U. Then Freemasonry is a religion ? ^ 
es ;

it  is the practical side of it. " To visit the fatherless and
widows in their  afll iclion , and to keep himself  unspotted fro m
the world." This is common as an ideal to all t rue religions ,
and even lo many  corrupt forms of orig inal ly  true religion.
Reli gion is not bv any means conterminous  wi th  academic
creeds, nor wi th  dogma. Freeinasom v is relig ion , but not a
relig ion , nor all religion. And whether  we regard modern
Freemasonry , wi th  its beneficent in f luence  over society , its
hosp ital aid , and its orp hanage, or ancient  speculative Free-
masonry, as found i:i Essenic and Early Chris t ian  practice
and doctrine , or the  st i l l  more ancient mysteries of the
Xoachid. e, from which all  modern philosop hy has been
produced or evolved , we find that  Reli gion and Freemasonry
have been as one.

But wail  ; denominal ional ism has not been always
synonymous w i t h  Masonic practiee. Far from it ; but
denominalionalism is not essentially religion , although it may
produce it eventual l y. Thc precepts of Noah are broa d
enough in their scope to include the denominations of
relig ion ; but they arc the  greater , and not the  less . In these
lay , in embryonic form , all tha t  even Chr i s t i an  manhood ever
became. In these were all thc strugg le and all the  ambi t ion
of all thc  ages. Religion has always found a home , and even
more , in every true Masonic lod ge. Exclude the  obed ien t
fai th in the d iv ine  Geometr ician , and Freemasonry fal ls  to
pieces. Hence it is t ha t  so much tha t  is formal l y Masonic
has lost its relig ious character, and often come into contlict
w i th  the  very i n f l u e n c e  t rue  Masons should ever exert.

Recently the Masonic lloui: 'fonriia!.  ol Louisville, Ky.,
apropos of an article in thc E nglish Eiwiiiasou upon this
subject , tried to beg the question by an a r t i f i c i a l  de f in i t ion  of
thc spheres of Reli gion ami Freemasonry. Now, it is
imp ossible to prove an y t h i n g  by mere assertion ; and it is
unwise to llv in the face of facts. S tudents  are more con-
cerned wi th  phenomena than they arc wi th  fancies.  The
writer savs :—" Masonry is for t he  present life. The salva-
tion of the  soul looks to a fu tu re  l ife. "

On the contrary,  I main ta in  tha t  since the  whole system
of Freemasonry depends upon obedience to the V. of the
S.L., Masonry is for all life , and not for a few years ; for our
lives , and for till who shall follow us and take up our tools



Nor dare we, in face of the leaching of the same infa llible
Guide , assert that thc salvat ion of the soul is accomp lished
with reference onl y to a here after.

Doubtless , as Freemasons, wc are chiefl y concerned with
obedience ; but even as Freemasons we await the call ol the
S.W. Wc also as Freemasons believe that the Ever-living is
"He that Was, and Is, and Is to come. " Our morality ,
insp ired by what energy soever, is not possible wit hout  a
yesterday and a to-morrow.

Wc diff er in our readings of the partly-revealed , j ust as
an Englishman will differ from a Frenchman , and both wil l
diffe r from a German , in a matter of idioms. We all agree
as to the fact of the life of a whole humanity.  But Religion
has two forms. There is the form of discipleship, and there
is that of Masterhood. As learners we face the Supreme
Master , and worshi p the King from whom no secrets are hid.
As masters we teach , labour , serve , bear one another 's
burdens , till up the breaches, rebuild the city, bring back the
captivity, and " open the door to the children '." It is this
latter part which we chiefl y attempt as Freemasons, although
we must also be students to be really successful. But religion
has yet another and a higher form of service, which onl y-
some Freemasons are able to engage in. This is the
theological service. The Essenes, in the more advanced
degrees only, were able to prophesy. While causes are
never far away from all of us, onl y some of us can penetrate
mysteries and solve problems. All cannot read the Secret
Name ; fewer still know its meaning. Nor need the crude
speculations of those who see in part and testif y in part , be
allowed to mar the beauty of the design upon the Tracing
Board. We know what are our landmarks. We need not
stud y the ir history while the Builder is waiting for our stone
to be perf ected. There are hours for spiritual refreshment ,
and there are hours in which the chisel must be ever at work.
We must not receive our novices to "doubtful disputations. "
The lucubrations of the fhcologic stage eventuall y percolate
to the heart of the scientific ; the speculations of to-day is
the concrete resultant of to-morrow.

Could Voltaire and Rousseau have seen to-day what we
see, Fair France had never received her blood-baptism.
Could the Church of their day have known what she knows
to-day, she had not despised her visitation . Ethics coined
into blessing is doing to-day what authori t y and dogma have
failed to do in the last thousand years. As the Word came
by Micah , so it comes to-day to us. " He hath showed thee ,
O Man , what is good : and what do the Lord require of thee
but to do justl y and to love mercy, and to walk humbl y with
th y God."

I know we shall not always see together with regard to
points of human difference. No two patr iots ever do. No
two members of one famil y do. Even David and Jonathan
did not. These are denominationalisms which are forgotten
as we join to lift burden s. The law is over all. Christianity
did not destroy the law : it onl y changed its language into
love. The Great Teacher came to fulfil , to enrich. And
nowhere is the impetus of His Personality so effective as in
the production of a greater activity in the carry ing on of that
part of religion which belongs to Freemasons in session.
With a great price , and after a long period of bondage to the
monastic taskmaster, did operative Freemasons obtain f hen-
freedom. They will never allow again the domination of
the votaries of a hide-bound theology. The V. of the S.L.
has again been laid in the most honourable position as the
onl y reliable guide to us in our labours , and the manacles of
dogma shall no longer be closed upon our free limbs. We
have not repudiated religion , nor have we substituted formal
moralism for it. Formal religious bodies did repudiate
religion , and to-day they are coming back to it , aad to us in
part. We rejoice that so many are realising the loss that is
involved by the long suspicion and long separation. We are,
as never before, free from all denominationalism ; and yet , as
never before , we are able to unite with deuominationalists in
charitable and educational work ; and most of us, according
to the bent of our minds , are able to group ourselves in
denominations. And all seek to follow that " course of life
led in conformity to the belief of a superintending power,
and of laws divinely established. " So mote it be !

f reemasonry in Durham.

D

URING the past few years Freemasonry in its various
grades has made exceedingl y satisfactory and en-
couraging advances in the Province of Durham , and ,

at the present time there is probabl y hardl y a centre or
district of any importance but is represented by a Masonic
lodge. With the progress of the princi ples of Freemasonry
itself , there has been a corresponding advance in the estab-
lishment and erection of Masonic Buildings , the latest
addition to which is the handsome and commodious new-
Masonic Hall , at Hetton-le-Hole , and which forms the per-
manent home of the Bernard Gil p in Lodge, No . 3076, of the
Province of Durham. The consecration of the Lodge took
place in the presence of Lord Barnard , Provincial Grand
Master of Durham , many of the provincial grand officers ,
and a large assemblage of brethren from various parts of the
province , under the most successful auspices , about twelve
months since, and it speaks well for the enthusiasm-of its
founders and members that within the brief period named
the work of erecting suitable Masonic buildings in which to
conduct the business of the Lodge should have been carried
to a successful issue. Bro. the Rev. W. Bowker , M.A., P.M.
(No. 48), P.G.C , the first Master of the Lodge, as well as the
W.M. elect , Bro . Albert Richardson , P.M . (No. 2568),
P.P.G.Std., and the other founders are to be heartil y con-
gratulated upon the success achieved. The foundation of
the Bernard Gilpin Lodge in the important centre of Hetton-
le-Hole is peculiarl y fit t ing in view of the fact that it was in
this and the ; idjoinini< district " Unit Ihe  A postle of the
North ," whoseiname and the tradit io ns of whose virtues are
still household words , spent the latter part of his life. A
large and striking photograp hic enlargement of the well-
known " Bernard Gil pin " window in Durham Cathedral ,

depicting the princi pal events in Gil pin 's life , will appro-
priatel y find a place on the walls of the new lodge room , and
is the gift of the W.M , elect , Bro. Albert Richardson , whose
practical interest in Masonry in the two Provinces of Durham
and Northumberland , in which he has held many important
offices , is well known. His election to the Mastershi p of the
Lodge at this juncture will be exceedingl y popular. The
site selected for the new Masonic Half is a most convenient
one in every respect , being in close proximity to the Helton
Railway Station , whilst the electric cars running between
there and Sunderland pass the new hall—a combination of
(ravelling facilities which will be found very advantageous to
visi t ing brethren. Architecturall y speaking, no at tempt has
been made at elaboration so far as the exterior of the new
building is concerned , thoug h the general effect , for a modern
type of building, is very pleasing. Interiorall y, those respon-
sible for the designing of the building—Messrs , Harding,
Holbrook , and Pegge—have provided two splendid apart-
ments—the lodge-room upstairs and the ban queting hall
downstairs—of the most up-to-date character , with master 's
room , and the necessary ante-rooms and other conveniences .
Special attention has been paid to lighting and ventilation ,
and the comfort of the brethren generall y. The contractors ,
Messrs. Sparrow & Lamb, have carried out the work in a
manner which has given the greatest satisfaction. The
formal opening of the new hall took place on the 19th Dec ,
when a large gathering of brethren from various parts of
the Durham Province , as well as from Nort humberland
was present. The opening ceremony was performed by
Bro. J . J . Candlish , P.S.G.W., to whom was presented a
silver key as a memento of the occasion.



St. Martin s Bodge, dJYo. 5 7 0, Hiskeard

rpHE annual festival of St. Martin 's Lodge, No. 510,
I Liskeard , was held on the 21 st Dec. under circumstances

of exceptional interest. The W.M. elect was Bro.
R. A. Courtney, P.M., P.P.S.G.W., who filled the chair as
long ago as 1872, and for the past thirt y-two years has been
the able and indefatigable secretary of the lodge. To mark
the Diamond [abilee of the lodge, which was warranted in
1845, the brethren unanimousl y elected Bro. Courtney
to once more fill the chair , and to further  mark the occasion
he appointed Past Masters to fill till the offices under him
for the ensuing }ear. There was a large and inf luen t ia l
attendance from all parts of the county . The abrid ged
ceremony of installation was abl y performed by Bro.
W. H. Stanton , P,M., P. Prov. J.G.W., in the presence of a
numerous board of installed masters.

The W.M. cordiall y thanked the brethren for the unusual
hon our of electing him a second time as Master , and
expressed his indebtedness to the Past Masters who had
accepted office that day.

iirto. it. A. COU-U'XEV , iv.jr.
Vlioto Cull/* , /...frf.l/V/.

Bro. E. A. P. Broad (Provincial Charity Representa-
tive) mentioned that at the next festival of the Royal Masonic
Institution for Boys, a stewardshi p would be undertaken by
Bro . Hammond , of No 5ro , in the name of his daughter ,
Miss Hammond.

On the motion of the W.M., seconded by Bro. R.
Faull , sixt y guineas was voted by the lodge to the central
charities , th rough the Cornwall Masonic Charit y Association ,
spread over the next five years.

Excellent reports were given of the progress made in the
schools by three boys, sons of deceased brethren of No. 510,
who had received education grants.

The customary banquet took place at the Public Hal l ,
the western end of which was screened off for the purpose ,
and tasteful decorations transformed it into a very comfortabl e
dining-room. Bro. Courtney again presided over the large
company, supported by many distinguished brethren. The
subsequent speeches, as mi ght be expected , were of great
Masonic interest , and a welcome innovation was made by the
introduction of instrumental music between the toasts by the
Misses W. and E. Broad (daughters of Bro. E. A. P. Broad)
and Miss Collard , of Liskeard. These talented young ladies
played violin , 'cello, and piano solos with conspicuous taste
and skill , and joined in two much-appreciated trios. After

the first toast , " The King and Craft," Miss Broad sang a
verse of "God stive the King, " which was repeated by all
present. From the chair was also given the toast of "The
Grand Master , H .R.H. the Duke of Connaug ht. and Officers
of Grand Lodge ," this being" followed by the trio , " Resigna-
tion " (Batta) by Miss W. Broad , violin , Miss E. Broad , 'cello ,
and Miss Collard , piano.

The W.M. proposed " The Prov. G. Mas ' er , the Earl of
Mount Edgcumbe, and Officers of the P.G. Lodge of
Cornwall." ' Bros. W. W. j Sharpe , Prov. J.G.W., and
W. Rowe, P.P.J.G.W., responded. The hitter spoke in hig h
terms of the friendshi p existing between him and Bro.
Courlnev , and congratulated him upon the uni que position
he occup ied. He only knew of one parallel case of an old
W.M. being thus re-elected to the chair of that Lodge, and
that was in the case of the late Bro. Hugh G. Colvill at
Bodmin. But never before had he seen what he had seen
that  day, namel y, the beautiful  idea of f i l l ing all the chairs
with Past Masters. After a song by Miss Broad , Bro. J.
Harris , S.W., proposed the toast of " The Worship ful Master
of St. Martin 's Lodge ," and gave a number of interesting
reminiscence.- , in connection with the lodge.

Bro. Courtney, in rep ly ing, mentioned that  it was in
1845 that the lodge was consecrated. The first W.M . was a
member of "One and All " Lodge, Bodmin—Bro. Edward
Lvne , a solicitor. The Iirst candidate was Mr. Peter Cl ymo ,
well known in the Liskeard district as a pioneer of mining.
He (Bro. Courtney) was proud to have Bro. Nettle , a
nephew of Bro. Clymo , as secretary of the lodge to-day
Since its formation , 207 candidates had been init iated , and
54 admitted as joining members . Previously to 1873 the
lodges were held at two licensed houses and at private houses
in the town. The consecration took place at the Fountain
Inn , and the lodge was afterwards removed to the London
Inn , in a room adjoining the hall in which they were then
sealed. In 1S68 he was initiated by Bro. Christop her
Childs. Bro. Childs also had the uni que position of being
Master in 1849 and also in 1857. During the latter year
Prov. Grand Lodge was held at Liskeard , and very successful
it proved. In 1869 a suggestion was made that it would be
very desirable to remove the lodge fro m licensed premises.
The ide:t receive:! opposition , but eventuall y, a site offering
itself on the parade , it was secured , and efforts were success-
full y made to raise funds for building a Masonic Hall. The
cost altogether had been £1 ,100, and for the hist ten years
they had been free of all debt. Many brethren were curious
to know how it was that they were in such a position. The
reasons were these : They were a small lodge , numbering
not more than 60 members. When the Masonic Hall was
built they had lo pay £30 a year as interest on borrowed
money, and at first they had to exercise a good deal of care
and restraint . During those 30 years the lodge made some
grants of money to the trustees and in return the trustees
kept the lodge going and maintained the building. From
the t ime the lodge took possession of the building in
December , 1873, not a penny had been charged 01 the funds
for rent , firing, gas, taxes , or -anything else. Many lodges
were burdened with a very heavy rental , in some cases
amounting to £30 a year , and by the time that was taken
out of the income , it made a big hole and prevented that
lodge devoting that money to the charities , as it would
otherwise have done. St. Martin 's Lodge was in the position
of having no rent ro pay, but , on the other hand , received
rentals from other parts of the building. His sincere hope
was that No. 510 would still maintain her position , and that
the year 1906 would be as successful as any, and when the
officers for 1906 surrendered their collars , he hoped the
younger brethren , in resuming their places , would work with
that zeal and harmony which should always characterise
Freemasons, Other toasts followed , and at the close all
joined in singing the National Anthem , thus terminating the
most successful festival held by St. Martin 's Lodge during
the sixty years of its existence.



Jhe JColden Bodge, SVo. 29^6.
ry \\\\\ f i f th  instal lat ion meet ing ol the above lod ge took

I p lace at the  Frascali Re staurant , Oxford Street , on
Saturday , January 13th. The W.M., W. Bro. G. E. F.

Pollard , being supported by V.W. Bro. the Bishop of Barking,
P.G.C , W. Bro. R. Clay Sudlow , P.A.G.D.C , W. Bro. Arthur
Williams , P.G.Sl.B., W. Bro. Dr. Warwick Jordan , P.M.,
W. Bro. Frank Jordan , P.M. and about seventy brethren.

After the reading of the minutes , W. Bro. W. H. Hi l lman ,
the Iirst W.M. of the lodge , installed Bro. S. B. Murray into
the chair. Bro. Hil lman , who is well known as an expert
worker , performed the ceremony in a most impressive manner .

The newl y installed Master appointed and invested his
officers as follows :—Bros. E. J. Morris , S.W., A. S. Allen ,
J.W., W. H. Hil lman , P.M., Treas., G. E. Jordan , P.M. Sec,
H. Leslie Simpson , S.D., J . A. Jutsum , J.D., Chas. Spreay,
D.C, C Withers , Asst. D.C, E. L. Poole , I.G., A. E. Robins
and A. R. Turner , Stewards , H. Martin , P.M., Tyler.

Bro. Hi l lman proposed the two sons of the founder of
the lodge for initiation , and regretted that Bro. Holden 's
health prevented him proposing them himself. The proposal
was received with acclamation.

lino . s. n. ML'mi AY , w.jr .

The W.M., in presenting a Past Master 's Jewel to Bro,
Pollard , congratulated him upon the great success of his yeat
of office. It gave him great pleasure to present it to him
and to convey the hearty good wishes of the lod ge for his
future. They also congratulated him upon his advancement
in his professional career . Bro. Pollard in rep ly thanked
them for the jewel , excusing himself from making a speech ,
claiming they knew he was not an orator but a worker. He
would , however , assure them he would continue to do all he
could for the lod ge.

At the banquet which followed , the usual loyal toasts were
proposed and dul y honoured. The W.M. remarking that
even during the period of political strife and word y warfare
they could meet without animosity and say :

Breathes there the  man , wi th  soul so dead ,
Who neve r lo himself  h.ilh said ,

This is my own , my native land.

The W.M. in proposing the Grand Master said the Craft
was always favoured by the assistance of the highest in the
land. They were pleased to know that  (he head of our
Order was also at the head of the military forces.

In proposing the Grand Officers he said , they were
peculiarl y able to appreciate them and the work they did.

They were always happy lo recognise their abilities. He
expressed the pleasure of the lodge at the presence of Bros.
Sudlow and Williams.

Bro. Ar thur  Williams in rep ly said every assembl y had
its figure head and those who did the work , the two not
always combined in the same person. A great responsibility
rested on the Grand Officers. In going throug h life it would
be well if one could do so without  making enemies , but they
should always do that which comes to their hands with zeal ,
and then they mig ht trul y say—" It is well done."

The I.P.M. in propo sing the health of the W.M., said it
was the toast of the evening. Bro. Murray was initiated in
the lodge and worked up and proved by his actions he was
a true Mason. He asked for their enthusiasm in drinking
his health.

The W.M. confessed he rose with gratified feelings to
respond. He full y agreed that it should be the ambition of
every W.M. to leave the chair even better than he found it.
He valued the confidence the brethren had reposed in him.
They were a confederation of men associated together
commercially and Masonicall y. It was a solemn occasion to
him . The true Mason was a good man and they ought to
show to the world that they were true. He sincerel y hoped
that they would say of him at the end of his year of office
he had deserved their confidence.

The W.M. then sent a telegram to the founder express-
ing the good wishes of the brethren and regretting his
inability to be present.

In proposing the Installing Master the W.M. could not
adequatel y express his feelings. They called him their "Old
Fogey " and " Grandfather ,"—terms of endearment. He was
the W.M. 's Masonic godfather , and had broug ht him up at
express speed , but he had never dragged him and he thanked
him from the bottom of his heart for it. His work for
the lodge spoke for itself .

Bro. Hillman in rep ly, thanked the W.M. for the manner
in which he had proposed his health. He wished first to
express to the I.P. M. his thanks for his true Masonic sp irit
in allowing him to perforin the ceremony of that  evening
to complete the Masonic structure he had begun , in passing
the W.M. through the different degrees and finally to instal
him in the chair. He angered for him a year of absolute
prosperit y, and assured the brethren the  lodge was very
dear to him , and an agreeable th ing  to him to look on the
Holden Lodge, which had his deepest affection.

Ten members of the Honourable Artillery Company
present (including Bro. Hillman) received the speech with
H.A.C. fire.

In proposing the Visitors the W.M. stud, that according
to the popular idea they as bankers were grim ogres
waiting to fleece all and sundry, but they were in fact
tur t le  doves, and he was one of them. They were will ing
to lend or give to everyone till they wished , but some of the
auditors of the London City and Midland Bank were
present that evening so they restrained themselves. He
greeted them all and hoped to see them again.

Bro-. K. Blades , P.M., thanked the W.M. f o r  the cordiality
of his reception. He quite agreed that Bro. Murray had
proved to be a thorough Mason. He had app lied those
brilliant abilities both in business , in Masonry, and in light ing
in South Africa. He was sure the members of the H.A.C.
present agreed with him.

Bro. J. Smart , P.M., was an annual visitor and hoped to
prove n hard y one. He was proud of his connection with
the W.M. in another sphere and hoped to continue that
connection .

Bro. G. C. H. Jennings , P.M., was shown up as a rank-
outsider , not being actuall y connected with the L. C. & M. Bank ,
none the less he appreciated the fact oi" being present that
evening and onl y wished he was a member of the
lod ge.



In proposing the Officers the W.M. was sure the I.P.M.
estimated at its real value the jewel they had presented to
him. It represented their  esteem and regard , and he was
voicing the lodge in speaking of his work. While the  W.M.
was in the limelight the Secretary was doing the work. In
Bro. Jordan they had one of whom they were fond and who
had thei r  affection. He said on behalf of the lodge " more
power to the Secretary ." In speaking of the other Officers

he was not disinterested ,  for what could they do wi th out
good officers.

The I.P.M. in rep ly said it was arduous work cl imbing the
Masonic heig hts , but when on top you felt  you were topp ling
over. Well , he had now done so. He thanked them for the
kindness shown him during his year.

The Ty ler 's toast closed the  proceedings.

cThe Order of the <5ied Gross of cJiome and Gonstan iine

AM E R  an interval of twenty years quiescence, the
De-la-Pole Conclave, No. 132 , Hull , has recentl y been
revived by the accession of over a score of candidates

and joining members who, with the few rem aining old
members, have heartil y combined lo re-establish the Conclave .
As the above are good citizens and Masons, connected with
a town possessing between 600 and 700 members of the
Craft , there is every probability that the Order in Hull will
achieve the success and prosperity we earnestl y desire may
reward their labours.

The Order of the Red Cross of Rome and Constant ine  is
supposed to be the oldest inst i tut ion of Christum knig hthood.
It was instituted by Constantine , the great Roman Emperor ,
after the battle of Saxa Rubra , on the 28th October , 3 12
when he kni ghted the chiefs of the Christian legion and
commanded them to wear the form of the cross, he is said
to have seen in the heavens, upon their shields with the
motto—/// hoc signo f inces, round it. He became the
sovereign patron of the Order , and appointed the Christian
warriors his body-guard , with Eusebius, Bishop of Nicomedia
second in command. Although the Order flourished after
the death of Constantine , it appears to have commanded
litt le attention unti l  the year 1190 , when it was revived hy
his lineal descendant , the Emperor Isaac Angelus Comneuus ,
in whose famil y the Grand Mastershi p was vested unti l  1699,
in which year one of his descendants transferred his
hereditary ri ghts  to the Duke of Parma. Among the grand
cross officers of the Order was Abbe Giuis t in iani , attached to
the Venetian embassy in London , to whom , it is thought ,
we are indebted for the existence of the Order in England ,
where, in the 18th century , men of rank in society and
eminence in Masonry became enrolled as members. In
1796, Lord Raincliffe , Grand Master of the Temp lars, was
also Grand Soverei gn of the Red Cross. He was succeeded ,
in 1804, by Sir W. R. Wri ght , a personal f r iend of the Duke
of Sussex , who joined the  Order in 1813, at Freemasons '
Tavern, and was elected Grand Sovereign of the Red Cross
for and during his natural life. From 1813 to 1843 the Duke
of Sussex was also Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge
of England. For some years the Red Cross suffered partial
ecli pse, but from the year 1865 the Order , founded on the
princi ples of fa i th , unit y and zeal , has enjoyed uninterrupted
progress.

By especial authority of the Grand Council , a preliminary
meeting to inaugurate the De-la-Pole Conclave was held at
Hull  on the 26th November , 1875. Bro. C. F. Matier
presided , and was supported by Bros , the Hon. W. T. Orde-
Powlett (now Lord Bolton), S. B. Ellis and Midgtey. Eight
candidates were installed , viz., H. Preston , R. Boggett , T.
Thompson , J. R. Ausdell , T. Cook , W. H. Wellsted , J. R.
Robinson and T. Wells. The fol lowing year the Conclave
was dedicated at the De-la-Pole Lodge, 25, Charlotte Street ,
Hull , on the 27th Nov. (the warrant being dated 26th Nov.,
1876 ,) by Bro. W. H. Brittain , Int .  Gen. West Yorks, assisted
by Bros. J. W. Woodall ,- S. B. Ellis , W. Roddewi gg, Joseph
Binney, G. W. Hawksley, H. J. Garnett , A. Seargill , and T.
Collison. Bro . the Hon. Orde-Powlett was enthroned M.P.S.,
and Bro. H. Preston consecrated V. E. Bro. J . W. Woodall
announced that he had retired from the office of Int .  Gen.
of N . and E. Yorks in favour of the Hon. Orde-Powlett , to
whom he then handed the patent of office. A sanctuary of
the H . S. and commanclary of St. John were opened and nine

candidates admit ted.  When the Conclave met on the
8th March , 1877, an interest ing telegram from Freemasons'
Hall , London , was received by the  M.P.S. as follows—
" Lord Zetland is Grand Viceroy, yourself Grand Senior
General , both name ? received wi th  enthusiasm. When the
knights assemble congratulate the  M.P.S. on his election ,
R. W. White , Grand Recorder." One of the by-laws suggests
a commendable a t tempt  to enforce punctual i ty ,  viz., " If
w i t h i n  twenty minu tes  after the hour  mentioned in the
summons , a sufficient  number of Kt. Comps. to form a
Conclave be not present , the names of the  Kt. Comps. present ,
having been entered in the usual attendance book , they shril l
be at liberty to depart , a record of the circumstances being
made in the minu te  book." Unfor tuna te l y, on more than
one occasion , it was found to be necessary to act upon th i s
by-law , but usuall y there was a good muster at thc next
meeting. In the minu te  book there is l i t t l e  that calls for
special notice, the entr ies  main l y recording the usual routine.
Fortv-onc meetings were held , with an average attendance
of nine members. Nine candidates who were proposed and
accepted , do not appear to have attended for installation.
One tihrase—" a Lodge of Sorrow "—well known to older
Masons but seldom used to-day, appears 111 a notice issued
on the 6th January,  1885— " I n  consequence of the sudden
death of Bro. W. Banks , M.D., P.M., and the holding of a
Lodge of Sorrow at the Humber  Lodge, the meeting of the
sanctuary , called for 7.30, will not be held ti l l  9 p.m."
During the ten years of its active existence thc Conclave was
greatl y indebted to Bros. R. Boggett and Thomas Thompson.
The former died just  when his services seemed to be most
necessary, but the lat ter  who twice held the office of M.P.S.,
is s t i l l  an enthusias t ic  Mason , and last month  was once again
elected chief of (he Conclave for (he ensuing year. At  the
same meeting Bros. Dr. A. T. Brand and Major J . Campbell-
Thompson were received as jo in ing  members , and the
following candidates were also elected , all in a t tendance
being dul y installed , viz., Bros. P. J. Drasdo , H. J . Fenner ,
W. G. Fenner , {. Wildbore , Harry Davis , Walter Brown ,
W. D. Lyon , J. F. H u n t .  H. Colbeck , R. R. Hawlcy, W. H.
Simpson , Capt. R. Saunders, R.A., J . E. Wallis , A. Ashford
Dunn , W. R. Groves , E. Grubv , G. Lei gh , Dr. W. A. Bryant ,
Dr. H. J. Clarendon-Godfrey, J . Barclay, and H. Chris t ian .
Bro. E. Fox-Thomas, Int .  Gen. N. and E. Yorks , was elected
an Hon. Member. Several members of the  Eboracnm
Conclave, \o. 137, York , assisted in the ceremonies. Letters
expressing hearty good wishes for renewed prosperity were
received from Bros. Lord Bolton , T. B. Wh ytehead , W. H.
Brittain , Josep h Binney, Col . W. H. Wellsted , J . L. Ather ton ,
J. E. Fawcett , Dr. A. W. H. Walker , and S. Sutton. -

A Divisional Grand Conclave was also held , af ter  which
the brethren dined together , when appropriate speeches were
delivered by Bros. E. Fox-Thomas, Harry Davis , Dr. W. A.
Bryant , W. H. Simpson , E. Leigh , W. R. Groves, Capt. R.
Saunders, A. Ashford Dunn , James Smith , W. N. Cheesman ,
W. Squires , Major J .  A. C. Gibbs , cX_c , special mention being
made of the  services rendered by Bro . A. Ashford Dunn ,
Recorder. True sympath y wi '.h Bro. T. Thompson , M.P. S.,
in his sudden bereavement , was feelingl y expressed.

Since the meeting the Recorder has received the names
of other brethren who wish to j oin the Order , and (here is
every indication that  the De-la-Pole wil l  rank among the
strongest and most prosperous of Conclaves.
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cThe ^Master 's Obligations.

f PHl_ Master of a Lodge is the subject of a considerable
y  amount  of at tent ion , not onl y in the Const i tu t ions , but

in the A n t i e n t  Charges , and his conduct both in the
chair , and in public , is circumscribed with  a precision of
regulation that  he has not before met wilh in his Masonic
career.

It is qui te  ri ght that  such should be the case, for by th is
accession to the chair , he enters upon a much wider area
of Masonic privilege t h a n  he has h i the r to  enj oyed , and not onl y
the  welfare and the  honour  of his own lodge are committed
to h im , but to some extent  those of the whole Craft. He has
been subject to close scrutiny before he reaches the goal of
his ambi t ion , but  even when that  arrives he is called upon to '
give a threefold guarantee as to h is f u t u r e  conduct , t h a t  is , as
a member of an a n t i e n t  and honourable order whose tradi-
t ions he is bound to ma in ta in  unimpai red , as the  ruler of a
lodge whose welfare he is speciall y bound to make his chief
stud\- , and as a fu tu re  member  of the  hierarch y of Past
Masters.

In addition to these safeguards there  used to be another
which has unhapp il y fal len i n t o  desuetude , the  examina t io n  by
a Board of Instal led Masters to prove his Masonic f i tness  to
occupy the  post to which he asp ires. And there mi ght be wi th
advantage yet another  qua l i f i c a t i o n .  The year 's service as
Warden does not necessaril y give ihe Master (hat  knowledge
of the lod ge's affairs thai  is so desirable. A secretarial quali-
f icat ion would not be w i t h o u t  i ts  advantages. When the
Secretary is more or less a perm anent  officer , the  Master , as

regards many things , is bound to become his mouthpiece , and
the lodge 'loses the advantage, which it mig ht gain if the
Master 's individuali ty could be impressed upon it. When a
brother has occupied the post of secretary for ten or twelve
years , it is onl y human  nature that  he comes to regard the
Worshi pful Master as one of a succession of annual incidents ,
and the Worshi pful Master finds it adds considerabl y to his
comfort to acquiesce in that view. But it should be remem-
bered that the lod ge has a right to be considered. It did not
elect the secretary, and it did elect the Master , and this is a
distinction , which involves a great difference. Grand Lodge
holds the Master responsible for returns , and , in fact for all
that goes on. In addition therefore to the written obliga-
tions of the Master , there are a good many unwrit ten ones ,
and these not least important. The wri t ten ones we may
well assume he is well acquainted with , in the letter even if
he has not caught their spirit. The unwri t ten ones he is
often left to pick up, and onl y succeeds in grasping their
inwardness when the time comes for him to elect his suc-
cessor. Seeing for instance that the summons is issued in
his name , and by his command , it follows that  he is respon-
sible for all that is in it , and should insist upon seeing it in
the first place. His membershi p of Grand Lodge is a
possession of the Lodge. There are practical difficulties in
the  way of everv one of the },oco W.M .'s under the English
Constitution , asserting in ii practical form , their ri ght to sit
and speak in Grand Lodge , but this right was conferred
before there were any similar Provincial assemblies, and
therefore the W.M. may reasonabl y claim to have discharged
this part of his unwrit ten obli gation when he has been
regular in his attendance at Provincial Grand Lodge. The
Lodge may properl y hold him responsible for the new
members attracted dur ing  his year of office. It is onl y by
his permission that  any name goes to the ballot , and for the
most part brethren are content to leave it at that , feeling
confident that  their Master has satisfied himself that  the
candidate would most likel y be a credit to the Order The
Master would add much to his comfort during his year , by an
unre laxing adherence to the Constitutions , Article 150 in
particular . That article deals with the admission of visitors ,
-and mi ght with advantage be somewhat less ambiguous in
its phraseology. Does " vouching " dispense with  the exami-
nation or not ? And does either of them dispense with the
production of a certificate. A . "due " examination , means
one conducted by a brother qual i f ied to conduc t  one , and
" vouching " should convey more than the bare fact of hav in g
met the visitor in a lodge. Unless , that is , the lod ge in
question were the visitor 's own. It is far less trouble to have
the visitor examined , and no right minded visiting brother
will resent , but rather welcome, this  oppor tuni ty  of being
put throug h his Masonic facings. But of course the  pro-
cedure adopted in one case wil l  have to be adopted in all ,
and if the Lod ge acquires the reputat ion of being a " hard "
one to get into , it will not suffe r on tha t  account , but  ra ther
its Masonic standing will be enhanced In th i s  connect ion
the last of the  Ant ien t  Charges is unmis takable .  We have
referred to the  Master 's ind iv idua l i t y  as a t i l i n g  the  Lodge
ought to profit by. But side by side wi th  th is  it has to be
remembered that  the Master is but  cue l ink  in a chain.  The
Lodge has t radi t ions perhaps , and tradi t ional  ways of doing
things , and so long as these do not transgress the  landmarks ,
the  en t i ty  of the  lodge may well impress itself on the  whole
Order for i ts  good The Master is under au unwr i t t en  obliga
tion to hold by such t rad i t ions , and his ind iv idua l i t y  wi l l
never be disp layed to more advantage than  when he has
insp ired them wi th  the breath of a new life.  In  no respect
will the  Master more conform wi th  u n w r i t t e n  obligation
than  when he pays due respect and deference to his prede-
cessors in the  chair. It  is t rue he cannot divest h ims e l f  of
the  u l t imate  responsibil it y h.r all tha t  goes on , but t he
occasions are inconceivabl y few w h e n  he is right and all the
rest of the brethren in the east , wrong. His decisions will
command all the greater conf idence and respect when it is
known that  all the  weight of t h e  lod ge 's most esteemed
brethren are behind them. Again , il may serve to show the
brethren ou the floor what  a very clever Master they have ,
to behold him conferring one degree af ter  another  wi thou t
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.¦any assistance , and even that  impression will not survive the
first t ime of hearing. It is far more interesting,  nuchas far as
•candidates are concerned, infinitel y more impressive , when
the story is taken up, easil y and naturall y, first by one and
and then by another. And it promotes a happ ier feeling in
the lodge. Harmony and concord are terms we often use to
describe Masonic aspirations. These are musical terms, and
in music, neither harmony nor concord result from a solo
performance. If we may pursue the musical metaphor , let
us remember that  harmony and concord should result in a
concert , not a concerto. The advice and co-operation of the
brethren on the dais are never more valuable than when
sought in making up the list of officers. Possibly some
brother has so demeaned his previous year of office , as to
make his promotion undesirable. If such action were
known to be endorsed by a dozen Past Masters , pro-
bably the Iirst unmasonic feeling of resentment excited
would be quickl y succeeded by a Masonic desire to
make amendment.  We might conclude this summary of
-the unwrit ten obligations of the Worshi pful Master by
reminding him that it should be his duly to see that his
officers know and understand their work. This does not
mean simply a letter perfection , but it means that each officer
should know exactly what relation he bears to the whole
scheme. Such an intelligent appreciation , will do more to
produce good work , than an unintelli gent and often painful
process of memorization When the former is present , the
work will be instinct with the breath of life . When onl y
the latter , the result mav possibly be artistic , but it will be
utterl y devoid of inspiration. It is the absence of instruc-
tion and therefore of what would make a lodge meeting
interesting and profitable , that causes so many to look with
relief to the prospect of the social board and gives the
¦*' fourth " degree an estimation that comes to outwei gh the
other three. A Master who measures the success of his
year by the number of candidates he has brought in , may
probably find during that year that resignations have nearl y
kept pace with accessions. Whereas, with ceremonial work
restricted , say to every alternate meeting,  with a prospect of
instruction or discussion in the intervals , interest will be kept
alive , and as to the in i t i a te  w h o  complains that  he has to
wait six months before he a t ta ins  the degree oi a Master
Mason l i t  h im rest assured that  the  enforced period of
ref lec t ion  and expectation wil l  make him value it all the
more when it does come.

We shall in due course refer to the wri t ten obligations.

The lamented death of Lord Glanusk , who as Sir Joseph
Russell Bailey was installed as Provincial Grand Master of
Herefordshire , so long ago as 1880, has removed from the
roll of Grand Officers a brother who has ruled that province
so wisely and well dur ing the past quartcr-of-a-century as to
deserve an honoured memory and the grat i tude of all the
brethr en of the province. Herefordshire , though a small
province , comprises some excellent lodges, and under the
genial rule of its late Grand Master , has done good work for
Masonry.

O <& £•

Lord Glanusk was born in 1840, and, before his eleva-
tion to the  peerage had occup ied wi th  credit many official
positions in the county , including that  of Lord Lieutenant ,
from 1876 to the t ime  of his  death.  He was also Hi gh
Sheriff  in 1804, and for many years Hon.  Colonel of the
Brecon Volunteers. He sal as Member  of Par l iament
for the County  from 1865 to 1885. His elevation to the
peerage as Lord Glanusk took p lace in 1809. For some

time past failing health has forced him to abstain from public
work of an exacting natur e , but as Provincial Grand Master
he fa i thful l y discharged his duties to the last. His memory
will long be cherished bv his brethren of the Craft as well
as by the communi ty  in general.

0 <s> *

It was announced on the 8th January,  that  the subscri p-
tions to the new Liverpoo l Cathedral amounted to £"250,000.
The Duke of Connaught has consented to lay the founda-
tion-stone of the chapter -house , to be erected at a cost <> 1
,£25,000 by the Freemasons of the Lancashire provinces,
in memory of the Provincial Grand Master , the  late Earl
of Lathoni. The ceremony will take place in May.

c <& <s>

A reception in honour of Viscount Hayashi having been
made an Ambassador was held recently at the Grafton
Galleries by the Emp ire Lodge in which he was init iated
about two years since. The event was bril l iant  and
enjoyable. The Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress , Lord and
Lad y Templetown , the Archdeacon of London , the Dean of
Capetown , Sir Edward and Lad y Letchworth , and many
others were present. The zeal which Viscount Hayashi has
shown during the  short t ime he has been a .member of the
Craft may be taken as a sure indication of his intent ions with
regard to the introduction of Masonry into his own country
when the opportunity offers. At present Freemasonry is
under the same ban as other secret societies in Japan , but
we venture to predict that  its removal may be looked for in
the near future , and when the time arrives the knowledge of
the Craft which the popular representative of that country has
acquired in Eng land wil l  ensure its establishment on the
soundest basis in Japan.

<J. O o

We regret to record the death on the 28th December ,
after a few months  illness , of Bro. George T. Edwards who
it will be remembered was on two occasions a candidate for
the office of Grand Treasurer. Bro. Edwards was well
known and greatl y esteemed in the City of London and in
Masonic circles. He was a liveryman of the Spectacle-
mako s and Tin Plate Workers Companies , being a past
master of the  latter ; and in Freemasonry a P.M., and the
Treasurer of the William Preston Lodge, Xo. 766. He was
a member cf the Cons t i tu t iona l , Eccentric  and Thames Yacht
Clubs , and \cry keen was thc interest disp layed by him in
fr iendly  societies. For instance , he was an honorary member
of the Manchester U n i t y  of Oddfellows , a Past Grand Master
of the A. O. Druids , and one of the trustees of the London
Friendl y I n s t i t u t i o n , the oldest benef i t  society established in
the  City of London.

© C C-

Thc quarterl y court of subscribers to the  Roval Masonic
Inst i tu t ion for Girls was held on J an.  n t h  at Freemasons '
Hall. London , Bro. Frank Richardson , P. Dep. G. Reg., G.D.C,
in the chair. It  was announced that  Mr.  Justice Buckni l l
would preside at the Festival of the Ins t i tu t ion  in May. The
Court approved of the vote of condolence by the general
committee with Lad y Leigh and famil y on. the death of Lord
Leigh , senior trustee of the  School , which was acknowledged
by a letter from his daughter  on behalf of her mother and
family , in which she also thanked the brethren for their
at tendance at the  funera l  For the  A pril  election of daughters
of Freemasons to the  school 12 vacancies were declared for
23 candidates , and the secretary informed the  meet ing
that the  total  income of the Ins t i t u t i on  for 1005 was
.Of. ,-!86 > 7 S- 4(1 -
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Bro. Charles E. Keyser presided over a quar ter l y court
of subscribers to the  Royal Masonic I n s t i t u t i o n  for Boys ,
held on the 12II1 J anua ry  at Freemasons' Hall , when the
number of candidates for the election of A pril 20th was fixed
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at 45, th i r ty  to be elected. The income of the Inst i tu t ion
for 1905 was /."38,yo6 18s. The chairman for the 108U1
Anniversary Festival in June will be the Marquis of Hertford ,
Provincial Grand Master for Warwickshire.

The thirty-third annual Xew Year 's entertainment to the
annuitants  of the Royal Masonic Benevolent Insti tution for
Aged Freemasons and Widows of Freemasons , resident in
the buildings at Croy don , was given on Wednesday, Jan. 3rd ,
and a large company of brethren and ladies attended at the
inst i tut ion to assist in giving a few hours ' enjoyment to their
old friends. Some Grand Officers , with members of their
families , went to Croy don for the occasion , among them being
Bros. P. Colville Smith , P.G.D., Deput y Prov. G.M. Cornwall ";
Dr. Henry John Strong, P.A.G.D.C , Hon. Consulting Surgeon
to the Inst i tut ion ; Thos. Hastings Miller. C.C, P.G.S.B. ;
James Terry, P.G.S.B., and Thomas Cohu , P.G. St. B. The
enter ta inment  consisted first of a dinner , in which turkeys
beef , fowls , Christmas pudding, and mince pies formed the
chief features. Dr. Strong, who for over thirty years has
attended these festivities , exp lained in an after-dinner speech
that not a half penny of the cost came out of the funds sub-
scribed lo the Insti tution , the expenses being voluntaril y and
cheerfull y found by private individuals and lodges, notabl y
by the Lodge of Tranquility ,  Xo. 185, and the Playgoers '
Lodge, Xo. 2705. After the repast the ladies of the party
visited the annuitants  at their homes , and in the evening the
two lodges mentioned provided a first-class concert.

© 0 0

The death of Captain Nathaniel George Phili ps, Past Grand
Deacon , removes a prominent and distinguished personality
from London Masonic circles. His commanding fi gure was
familiar to all frequenters of Grand Lodge and in the Mark
Degree, but it was to the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite
of which he was for many years the ruling sp irit  that he
devoted his greater energies , and the meetings of that body
will hardl y appear the same without him. Two years after
the King, then Prince of Wales, was installed as Grand
Master at the Royal Albert Hall , his Majesty appointed
Captain Phili ps one of the Senior Grand Deacons in Grand
Lodge, the other being Bro. Peter de Lande Long, who died
two years ago. The same year Captain Phili ps received the
rank of Grand Scribe X. in Supreme Grand Chapter , and
Bro. de Lande Long that  of Princi pal Grand Sojourner .
Captain Phili ps was Grand Junior Warden in the Mark in
1876. and Bro. Long Grand Senior Deacon in 1803.

0 ¦& <f>

Bro. Samuel J. Cockburn , P.M., P.P.G.P., the oldest
member of Fawcett Lodge, Xo. 661 , Seaham Harbour , has
presented the brethren with an ivory snuff-box , on the lid of
which various Masonic emblems are carved. The box is of
considerable anti quity,  and was stated by Bro. Cockburn to
have been in possession of his famil y for two hundred years .
Bro. Cockburn presented it to the lodge as a tangible token
of his attachment to the '* Fawcett ," and expressed the hope
that an old custom of the lodge would be revived in connec-
tion with his gift , and that it would be regarded as a memento
of himself. On behalf of the brethren , the W.M. (Bro. W.
Hall) accepted the gift  in suitable terms , and it was decided
to record the gift and the circumstances under which it was
presented in the minutes of the lodge.

•& <2» *

At the last monthl y meeting of the York Lodge, No. 236,
the W.M. informed the brethren that Bro. C Forbes had

sent to him for presentation to the Lodge a framed paint ing
of an ancient pedestal top discovered at Pompeii , and in
presenting it to the lod ge he spoke of its great value and
interest , at the same time explaining its symbolic meaning.
A vote of thanks was accorded to Bro. Forbes for his gift
At the same meet ing Bro. G. Garbutt , one of the Past Masters
presented to the lodge a portrait of himself , and was also-
accorded a vote of thanks. ¦
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We regret to announce the death of Bro. the Yen. H. J.
Spence Gray, late Archdeacon of Lahore , which occurred
on thc voyage to Eng land , just before the boat reached
Marseilles. When Bro. Spence Gray left Lahore, a month ago,
he knew he should never see India again , for he was suffering
from that incurable malad y known as " Bright 's disease," but
he was far from realising that the end was so near ; in fact ,
the doctors had held out to him the hope that with complete
rest and continuous care he mi ght live for some years. There
has probabl y never been a more popular chap lain in India.
He was pre-eminentl y a soldier 's padre , and int merely a
padre , but a friend. Bluff and hearty, intolerant of the more
conventional restraints of his order , a foe to all shams, warm
and earnest in all his relations with men , he led a lite of
transparent sincerity that gained for him universal confidence
and affection ; and it was the unremitting zeal of his labours
for the good of others that perhaps led to , and certainl y
hastened , his death. It was not until  medical orders had
become peremptory that he would consent to lay down his
onerous charge. In Freemasonry he was a light and orna-
ment , and in 1897 was made a Past Grand Chap lain of
England. The Bishop of Lahore , in preaching before the
Prince of Wales , at Jamniu , referred sympath eticall y to the
sad event.

The Bi-Centenary of the founding of the Grand Lodge
of England althoug h it will not occur until 1917 is already
the subject of much comment and preparatory suggestions
amongst our American brethren. The Tylcr-Kcysloiic in a
recent issue has the following :—"Many noted Masons, such
as Bros. W. J. Hug han , W. J. Chetwode Crawley and John T.
Thorpe , of England , and the Grand Lodges of Iowa ,
Washington , and other States have passed resolutions
endorsing Bro. Morcombe 's suggestion first published
expressly for and in The Keystone, that the Bi-Centenary , or
Two-hundreth Anniversary of the founding of the ' Modern '
Grand Lodge of England , in 1717, should be celebrated by
a grand gathering of the Masonic Clans from all over the
earth , to a celebration of the event in London , Eng land , in
the year 1917. A long time to look ahead , but it would lake
quite a time to make all the arrangements , and for the invited
guests in the uttermost parts of the earth to receive their
invitations and notif y their acceptances. It would be a
magnificent assemblage , such as the world has never seen ,
and would be productive of great progress on the road to
the millenium , prayed for and promised ; a universal
brotherhood of man , for the best and most beneficent
purposes. "

<s> <a> <j»

Does a brother hailing from another jurisdiction with
Grand Lodge rank retain that rank when visiting or
afliliating with a lodge in this jurisdiction ? is a question
that has been submitted to the Editor of Toronto
Masonic Sun , and is answered as follows :—" The rank
a brother attains in any recognised forei gn Grand
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Lodge is acknowledged by the Uni ted  Grand Lodge
of Canada and the t i t le  accompany ing it is , bv courtesy ,
admitted.  If , however , tha t  brother a ffiliates wi th  a lod ge
in th i s  jur isdict ion he lor le i ts  the  right to the  courtesy
accorded to . h im as a visitor and can onl y be acknowled ged
as a Past Master , a rank that  receives recognition everywhere ,
un t i l  by election or otherwise he reaches o fficial rank in
Grand Lodge. Manit oba is , we understand , one of the few ,
if . not the  only Grand Lodge , where an aff i l iated Past Master
must qua lify for office in Grand Lodge by again passing
through the  chair of a lodge in tha t  jur isdict ion.  The
question of rank under  the Grand Lodge of Canada is
determined by the Cons t i tu t ion , section T,y,  which reads :—-
" The privileges of Masonic rank under this Grand Lodge
shall be restricted to those who have obtained rank under
this  jurisdict ion. "

© © <e>

It will be remembered that  a similar question arose some
time since in connecti on wi th  a brother who had occup ied the
position of Deputy Grand Master in one of our Colonies ,
and although he was an English Mason and still  a con-
contributing member to a lodge in this  country, he was by
-courtesy accorded his Colonial Grand Lod ge rank unt i l  he
received an appointment  as a Grand Officer of the Grand
Lodge of Eng land , when it was ruled that  he could onl y
claim to sit in Grand Lodge and wear the bad ge of a subor-
dinate office to which he had been appointed.

o © ©

Freemasonry, it is said , is to form the subject of another
play by Herr Rudolf Lothar , the author of " The Harlequin
King, " so successfull y produced at the Imperial Theatre. It
will deal with Freemasonry in its Continental form , whatever
that may be. Are You a Mason ? " attained some popularity a
few years since in London , and Freemasons can afford to
join with  the public in a laugh which a clever piece is certain
to raise , albeit at the expense of (he Universal Craft.

The Grand Lodge of Scotland has chartered the thousandth
Lodge on its roll. The meetings arc to be held at Port
Elizabeth. The lod ge has been formed mostl y of Scottish
Freemasons, a l though Masons of other Constitutions have
•alread y been drawn to it.

" I t  is woi th whi le  to call particular a t tent ion to the
celebration , on J anuary  6th , of the  two hundredth  anniversary
ol the b i r th  of our dis t inguished brother , Benjamin Franklin
' the most useful American. ' As Americans , " says the
Tyler-I\cyslone ," we shall join in doing honour to the
memory of this  marvellous man. As Masons we ought  also
to uni te  in pay ing t r ibute  to him.v '.n was a " father of
American Masonry." Some Masonic bodies have arranged
to give the clay appropriate recognition We regret tha t
the movement has not been more universal. Masons are
just if ied in taking greatest pride in t he  fact that  such a man
was not onl y a member of but act ively interested in the
Masonic fraterni ty,  and when all America is shouting the
praises of Franklin , recalling his wonderful  achievements
and glorif y ing him as au ideal American citizen , surel y we
oug ht to join in the genera l acclamation and take active
and leading part in the homage paid one of our most dis-
tinguished brothers. Nothing could be better or more
appropriate than that  we as Masons should hold up as an
examp le to young Masons and young Americans the life of
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t h i s  great and useful  c i t i zen , a man whose h i e  no Mason ,
old or young, need deem it wasted t ime  to stud y as model
for his own. In t imes l ike these , when commercial ism is
our reli gion and the dollar our god , a man could say :
" If 1 can be the  means of communica t ing  a n y t h i n g  valuable
to the world , I do not always t h i n k  of gaining ,  nor even
of saving, by mv business ," appears more as demi-gocl than
h u m a n  and deserves to have his  l ife pr inci ples taug ht in
every possible manner .  Here , t hen , is someth ing  practical
for Masonry to do for i ts  young novi t ia tes  ; here is an
actual real i t y , a l iv ing  ideal to hold before them , a model for
the  good cit izens we must  make if we are to be the  patr iots
we are taug ht to be."

© © ©

\\ e are accustomed to app ly the term " Masonic t r amps ' '
to those vagrant ind iv idua ls  who scour the country ,  seeking
to separate the  unwary  brother from his  hard-earned lucre bv
posing as distressed worth y Master Masons. But the  appela-
lion may well be fastened to the ever-hungry type of brother
whose lodge room is the banquet hall and whose proficiency
is confined to the " degree of the Knife  and Fork." Masonic
labour he abhors but in refreshment is his great delig h t— a
true " k n i g h t  of the road. "— Tvlcr-Kevstone.

* «•¦ ©

V.W. Bro. the Rev. H. W. Turner , P.G. Chap, and Grand
Superintendent  of Surrey, will occupy the chair at the Annua l
Festival of the Emulat ion Lodge of Improvement to be held
at Freemasons' Hall , on Friday evening, February 23rd.
The work will , as usual , be allotted to brethren whose
proficiency has been proved , and a perfect rendering of the
ceremonies is assured. There is no more esteemed and
popular brother than the chairman , and his presidency will
ma in ta in  the cont inui ty  of Masonic worthies who have for
so many successive years lent the i r  powerful inf luence  in
support of th i s  College of Masonry.

© © ©

With Masonic honour s the Lord Mayor , who will be
accompanied by the  Lad y Mayoress and the  Sheriffs , will  lay
the foundation-stone of the new church of St. Phili p the
Apostle at South Tottenham on Saturday, February to , at
three o'clock.
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P̂rovincial Grand Chap ter of Gloucestershire.

fTM-I E Annual Provincial Grand Royal Arch Chapter of
I Gloucestershire was held at the Masonic Hall , Chelten-

ham , on December 22nd , the Provincial Grand Z., Sir
Michael Hicks Beach , presiding. The usual business was
transacted , which included the presentation of the financial
statement and the appointment of the officers for the
ensuing year.

Both in the Chapter and subsequentl y at the banquet
table the opportunity was taken to offer congratulations to
the Grand Superintendent upon his elevation to the peerage.
Companion Winterbotham , in moving that a formal entry be

COM. 1. Sll! MH_ .-A - . _ - HICKS lU.ACII , liAIIT ., wno HAS
It lOl'KN' rrA- HKEX KI.KVATED TO THE I ' I.l .lfACI..

made upon the minutes of the Provincial Grand Chapter ,
remarked to the effect that that was the last occasion on
which a Sir Michael Hicks Beach would preside over them ,
and that was a fact which among Gloucestershire Masons
called for some record , and after the long connection of that
honoured name with Freemasonry in the Province. But
though the name of their future ruler was unknown to them ,
they knew that his personality would be the same, and they
looked forward to a long continuance of the existing loyal

and cordial relationshi p between them. They were debarred
by the princi ples of their Order from introducing at their
gatherings subjects of " reli gious or political discussion ," but
where there was unanimity there could not be discussion , and
though the distinction upon which they congratulated Sir
Michael had been won in the political arena , there was not a
Mason nor a man in Gloucestershire , nay, there was not a-
man in England , who would not agree that the honour con-
ferred upon Sir Michael had been earned by his long and
patriotic service to the State, and who would not be glad
that through the honour which had been bestowed upon him
by the King, he could continue that service in the calmer
atmosp here of the House of Lords. Throug h all the stress.
of his life as a politician and statesman Sir Michael had
never forgotten the claims of his Province , and they hoped
that in his higher but less onerous position they might look
for a continuance of his fidelity to Masonry. Companion
Winterbotham concluded by moving his resolution in the
f ol lowing terms, viz. :—" That the Companions of the Pro-
vincial Grand Chapter of Gloucestershire desire to offer to
the E. Superintendent , the Right Hon. Sir M. E. Hicks Beach ,
Bart., M.P., their  most hearty congratulations upon the hi gh
honour conferred upon him by his Majest y the King, and to
express their earnest hope that he may long be spared to
cont inue in the House of Lords the distinguished services
which he had for so many years rendered to his country in
thc House of Commons."

Companion the Baron de herneres claimed the privilege
of seconding the resolution , and did so in equall y cordial
terms. It having been as cordiall y adopted by the
Chapter.

Sir Michael Hicks Beach said it was very pleasant to him
to be thus congratulated by his brethren , and his pleasure
had been added to by the fact that two such old friends as
Comps. Winterbotham and the Baron de Ferrieres had
introduced the resolution and spoken so kindl y of him. They
would accept it from him that  even the honour he had
accepted at the hands of His Majesty the King was associated
with some elements of pain. He bad , for instance , hardly
appreciated that he must part with his old name and f ind a
new name for himself.  He had had no idea that the task
was so delicate a one , and he thoug ht that they had some
cause for thankfulness that under ordinary circumstances it
was a task which their godfathers and godmothers undertook
for them. Whatever name he might be known by, and
whatever the future mi ght have in store for him , they mi ght
rest assured , however, that he would never lose his attach-
ment to the county with which his family had been for so
long associated , and that it would always be a pleasure to
him to come among his brethren in Gloucestershire, with
whom he had spent so many happy hours of relief from the
cares and anxieties of those more public avocations to which
the proposer and seconder had so generously referred.

After this brief interlude the ordinary business routine was
resumed and concluded.

EMULATION LODGE OF IMPROVEMENT. I
(FOUNDED 1823). Held under the sanction of the Lodge of Unions , No. 256.

Committee—V.W. lira . SIK EDWARD LETCHWORTH , F.S.A., Grand Secretary (Treasurer) . jj
W. Bro. U. CI.AY SUDLOW , P.A.G.D.C , P.P.G.D. Kent.
W. Hro. R. E. F. LANDER , P.M. 2086, P.P.G.W. Herts. \W. Bro . GEORGE R A N K I N , P.M. Kirhv Lodge 2818 .
W. Bro. T. W. ALLSOP , P.M. NS , P.P.G.D.C. Bucks (Secretary), 49, Madelcy Road , Ealiny , W.

THE &. _WT mrU __*_*. SL. F E S T I V A L
W I L L  HE IIELI.  AT T I I I -

FREEMASONS' HALL , on Friday Evening, FEBRUARY 23rd , 1906.
The V.W. Bro. The Rev. H. W. TURNER , M A ., P.G. Chap ., C. Supt. lor Surrey, has kindly consented to preside.

The Work will lie the Second Lecture , the First Section by Bro. R . K. PKICE , the Second Section b y Bro. W. R. BKNXKTT , the Third Section by
Bro. S. CllALKLl - Y , the Fourth Section by Bro. J. H . J ..AICS , the Filth Section by Bro . L. H. Die AM. Urethral arc rciptcste.i lo be in their places before Ihe opening
of the Lodge , at 6 p.m. precisely.

W. Bro . E I.WAI . I . CDTLKR , K.C, P.G.O., will give an Orjjan Recital as the Brethren assemble.
Tickets for the Temple 2 - each , and for the Dinner  at 4 6 per head , exclusive of wine , may  be obtained from the Stewards or from

the Secretary Bro. T. W. ALLSOP , 49 , Madeley Road, EalinK , W.
MASTER MASONS ONLY ARE ELIGIBLE FOR ADMISSION TO THE LODGE. EVENING DRESS OPTIONAL.
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{Provincial Grand Codge of Derbyshire.

<pHE annual festival of the Provincial Grand Lodge ofJ_ Derbyshire was held at the Masonic Hall , Dcrbv , on
Monday, Dec. 18.

The Duke of Devonshire, Provincial Grand Master,
occup ied the chair , and there was a large and influential
attendance , every lodge in the province being represented.
The masters of the various lodges submitted their reports for
the past year, and without exception they were of a satis-
factory character.

Bro. Abraham Woodiwiss, P.D.G.D. of C. (England)
moved the adoption of the report of the Masonic Hall
Committee, which stated that  in connection with the recent
extensions, owing to the liberal contributions of the members ,
it was only necessary to draw upon the funds of Provincial
Grand Lodge to the extent of .£234 4s., instead of £800
which the committee were authorised by Provincial Grand
Lodge to expend. During the past year the interior of the
hall had been painted and decorated at a cost of £2^, and
the ventilation improved.

The report was adopted.

into. Tin. ni .Ki .  OF ni_vo.\.sunn.,, riiov. < ; .M.

On the motion of Bro. Robert Hall , P.M., the  report of
the Charity Committee was adopted, recording that the
Province contributed the sum of .£843 3s. 6d. last year to the
three great Masonic charities. The report of the Audit
Committee was also agreed to , a large balance in hand being
declared.

Bro. Samuel Robinson , P.M. Rut land Lodge, Ilkstone ,
was elected Grand Treasurer.

The Provinckil Grand Master announced with deep regret
the resignation of Bro. II . C. Okeover as Deput y P.G.M., an
office which he has filled cont inuousl y for the  past forty
years. He appointed Bro. KHz Herbert  Wri ght , P.G.
Treasurer (Eng land), to succeed him , an appoin tment  which
was received with the liveliest satisfaction by all present.

The Provincial Grand Master then  appointed and invested
his officers in the following order :—Senior Warden , Bro.
the Rev. George Ford ; Jun ior  Warden , Bro. W. G. Haslam ,
P.M. ; Senior Chap lain , Bro. the  Rev. H. G. Montl'orcl ;
junior Chaplain , Bro. the Rev. J. Blake Millward ; Registrar ,
Bro. A. Heny, P.M. ; Treasurer , Bro. S. Robinson ; Secre-
tary, Bro. William Xay lor ; Senior Deacon , Bro. Dr. Orme ;
Junior  Deacon , Bro. A. J. Towlson ; Supt. of Works ,
Bro. J. W. Gaud y ; Director of Ceremonies , Bro. Walter
Smith ; Asst. D. of C, Bro. S. H. Tebb ; Sword Bearer ,
Bro. W. H. Turton ; Standard Bearers , Bros. W. Helliwell
and J. Aslnvood ; Organist , Bro. J. Pollard ; Asst. Secretary,
Bro. W. S. Oilman ; Pursuivant , Bro. G. T. Dickinson ;
Asst. Pursuivant , Bro. W. T. Buckland ; Tyler , Bro. A. Slinn ;
Stewards, Bros. W. N. Flint , W. G. Constable , W. E. Wood,
W. Shardlow, A. E. Davis, and J. Lowles.

Before closing the lodge the Provincial Grand Master
made a short speech. He said he was pleased to find that
Freemasonry was nourishing in Derbyshire. He referred in
sympathetic terms to the death of Bro. Percy Wallis, who
was so many years an otltcer of the Grand Lodge, and also
Chairman of the Charity Committee. They must also have
heard with very great sorrow that owing to increasing years ,
inf i rmi t y ,  and the state of his health , Bro. Okeover had been
obli ged to resign the position of Deputy Provincial Grand
Master , which he had fi l led with so much distinction for the
past forty years. Owing to his (the Duke 's) t ime being so
much occup ied wi th  other matters , Bro. Okeover had been
something more than a deputy ; he was substantiall y Grand
Master of the Province , and his loss would be felt and
lamented by every member of the Order. At the same
lime it had been a great satisfaction to h im to be able to
nominate  as Bro. Okeover 's successor such a well-known and
enthusiastic Freemason as Bro. Fit/Herbert Wright , who, he
felt sure , would discharge the duties of his new appointment
with credit and with zeal. He formall y moved that the
thanks of Provincial Grand Lodge be given to Bro. Okeover
lor his services as Deputy Master dur ing the past fort y years,
together wi th  an expression of the i r  sincere regrets at his
enforced ret i rement .

1 he new Deputy P.G.W. seconded the  mot ion , which  was
carried.

A f u r t h e r  resolution , proposed bv Bro. A. Woodiwiss, and
seconded by Bro. G. M Bond , P.M., St. Oswald' s Lodge
(Ashbourn),  was passed , convey ing the sympath y of Provincial
Grand Lodge to Mrs. Percy Wallis and famil y in t h e i r  recent
af f l i c t ion .

At the conclusion of the  business d inner  was served in the
lower hall. The Duke of Devonshire again presided , and the
customary Masonic toasts were dulv  honoured.

In the  course of the  a f te r -d inner  toasts the  hea l th  of the
Provincial Grand Master was proposed by Bro. Sir Thomas
Roe , M.P., who pointed out that  in po int of long service the
Duke of Devonshire was now the premier P.G.M., and
expressed the deep gratification afforded to till the Masons
present to see his Grace occupy ing his  rig h t f u l  positi on in th e
chair.

I h e  Diixe of Devonshire , in rep l y, apologised for the  fact
that his remarks must be brief , inasmuch as he had an
impor tant  appointment  in London on the  following dav , and
would l i te ra l l y have to speak wi th  his  watch in his hand .
He could onl y assure them what pleasure it  gave h im to lincl
on visi t in g them again af ter  an interval  of a lew years , tha t
thei r  Order cont inued to flourish .  It  was qui te  true , as
Bro. Sir Thomas Roe had reminded them , that  he was now
the senior amongst all the  Provincial  Grand Masters of
England , and after a period of service extending over for tv-
four or forty-live years he had felt the  t i m e  was coming
when he mig ht lay down his office in favour  of a younger
man. At seventy-two years of age he fell it was not



possible for h im to respond to the very pointed invi ta t ion
of Bro. Fit / .Herbcrt  Wright and to devote more t ime to
Freemasonry in the fu ture  than he had done in the past.
Stil l , he felt that when the t ime came for him to bid them
farewell , he should like to do so on an occasion when he
could address them at greater length than was possible that
ni ght. Since he first became P.G.M. a great change had
come over Freemasonry. In those days it was more of a
social , he might  perhaps say of a somewhat festive character ,
but since then it had developed into a great benevolent
agencv. Its Girls ' and Boys' Schools, its Benevolent Ins t i tu-
tion for Widows and Aged Freemasons were unequalled of
their kind in the country. During his Provincial Grand
Mastershi p Freemasonry had made great strides , and in
nowhere more than in Derbyshire. The number  of lodges
had increased from seven or eight to twenty-eight , and large
sums of money had been subscribed in pursuance of the ir
benevolent aims , but for all th is , as he had said on many
previous occasions , he took no credit to himself.  The honour
was entirely due to the able men who had been associated
with him in the capacity of Deput y Provincial Grand Master .
First there was Bro. C. R. Colville , a gentleman known to
but few of those present , but a very gcod Mason , and very
active in the  discharge of his duties. Then , forty years ago
there came Bro. Okeover , a very devoted Mason , and a man
of whom he could not speak too hig hl y in any sense of the
word. Me (the Duke) was under a peculiar obligation to
Bro. Okeover , for with so much of his t ime occup ied in
other matters he had been most grateful to the Deputy
Provincial Grand Master for the way in which he had relieved
him of all responsibility in connection with his important
office. Though he was retiring his name would always be
remembered with  the deepest respect , affection , and venera-
tion by the whole of the Freemasons of Derbyshire. The
Provincial Grand Master concluded by pay ing a warm tribute
to thc new Deputy Provincial Grand Master , Bro. FitzHerbert
Wright , who , he was sure , was a sincere Mason , and devoted
to thc welfare of the Craft. It was in the confident belief
that he would prove a worth y successor to Bro. Okeover that
he asked them to drink the (oast of his health.

Bro. FitzHerbert Wright , who took the chair on the
Duke 's departure , made a genial response. He alluded to
the deep respect he had always felt for Bro. Okeover from
the days of his boyhood. At that time, when he lived at

Osmaston Manor , he was frequentl y in the  habit  of meeting
the  Okeovers , and was fi l led wi th  awe at the  spectacle of
Bro. Okeover—a splendid man , six feet seven inches high.
Masonicall y speaking, it would be his aim to follow as far as
he could in the footsteps of his predecessor. He should never
have accepted the  office had he not felt  conf ident  of the
support of the brethren , and especiall y of Bro. Xay lor , who

liHO. F ITZUKHI iKl lT  VlUCiUT .

for many years had acted as thei r  Provincial Grand Secretary
to the great advantage of the Province as a whole. He hoped
in the course of t ime to visit every lodge in the Province.
They could depend upon it that  as far as lay in his power he
would fu l f i l  the  duties  of his office wi thout  fear , favour , or
partiality of any kind.

Other toasts followed.

Provincial Sran d Hodge of
N̂ottinghamshire.

/ ¦pHE Annua l  Meeting of the Provincial Grand Lodge of

j Not t inghamshire was held in t he  Albert  Hall , Xotl ing-
ham , on Thursday, Dec , 2Cth .  There was a veiy

large gathering of members of the Craft .  In the absence < i
the  Provincial Grand Master , Rt .  Wor. Bro. His Grace the
Duke of Portland , the  Dcputy-Prov. Grand Master t he
WW. the  Rev. I I .  T. Haymau presided , and was supported
by Rt. Wor. Bro. Lord Henry Benlinck , M.P. , Prov. Grand
Master of Cumberland and Westmoreland. The Depulv-
Prov. Grand Master made touch ing  allusions to the loss. -s
the Craft had sustained by Ihe deaths of (he late Bro.
Alf red  Page and other  brethren.  The Prov. Grand Secretarv
reported t h a t  there were now 921 Freemasons in the
province , a slight increase over last year. Provincial Grand
Officers lor the ensuing year were then invested as fo l lows :
Bros . Colonel [osep h Wri ght , P.S.G.W. ; (._ . Thompson ,
P.J.G.W. ; the  Revs. I I .  J . Gr i f f in  and W. W. Gawn , Chap lai i .s ;
C. J) . Nich olson , P.G.Treas. ; J .W. Woodward , P.G.Registra r ;
:. P. W. Marx , P.G.Sec. ; 

" Geo . Essex , P.S G.IX ; L.
Rocklev , P. f .G.D. ; II .  Heath , P.G.S. of W. ; I I .  Dawes ,
P.G.D. " of C. ; V. B. Footti t , P.D.G.D. of C. ; T. Castle ,

P.G. Swd. B. ; G. S. O'Rorke, P. P.G.S., and W. Cooper ,
P.P.G.S. ; J. Ii. Lyddon , P.G.Organist ; F. Ii. Whil lv ,
P.Assist .G.Scc. ; J. T. Whi t ehe rn , P.G.P. ; W. E. Buckler ,
P.P.G S ; J. Mood y, P.G. Txle r ; G. A. Greenhil l , T. Bell ,
W. E. Hard y, J. G. Allsopp, and C. Hemsley, P.G.Stewards .
An invi ta t ion was received from Retford , to hold the  summer
meet ing under  the  banner  of t h e  Vernon Lodge.

The large hall  of (he Bodmin Public Rooms , on Tuesday
evening, J a n u a r y  2nd , was transformed in to  a representation
of " The Temp le of King Solomon ," on the occasion of the
Grand Masonic Char i ly  Ball , which teas held under the
ausp ices of t he  One and All Lodge , Xo. 330 (Bodmin ) .  Much
time had been spent by Bro. T. R. Hards and the committee
in the  work of decoration , and they are to be congratulated
on the admirable  laste disp layed . The stage was t i t led up as
a drawing room , the band bein g situated in one comer of
the room on the  left  of ll ie entrance. The scene , when
dancing was in fu l l  swing, was a t ru l y deli gh t f u l  one. The
brethren wore thei r  regalia , and the  lad y f r iends  were attired
in some exquis i te  gowns, which  were much admired.  The
proceedings opened wi th  the  Masonic March , in which all
pre sent j oined.  Dancing was kept up with much vigour
u n t i l  about  four o'clock-. The whole of the  ar rangements
were admirabl y carried out.



JCistory of the Hodge of Smulation, QJVO. 2 1.
(B y II KXUY SAI . I .K .., Sub- Librarian to the Grand Lodge of England.)

THE RECORDS OF THE COXSTJTl 'TJOX LODGE , 1767—1770.

¦''pHIS Lodge was constituted A pril n th , 17 67, as No. 390,
I at The Constitution Coff ee House , Bedford Street ,

Covent Garden , from which house it derived its first
name , Lod ges being then generall y known by the names of
the taverns at which they were held.

The first Minute  Book is a large folio volume bound in
vellum , with a red tablet on the cover bearing the names of
the first Master , Wardens, and Secretary, in gilt cap itals , viz. :

: THOMAS HARRIS. R .W.-M.

W I L L :  EG AX. S : W.

1 WILL : HARRIS. J : W.

JOHNATHAN BARFF. Sec :

j A : 1. : 5767

The words " Consti tut ion Lodge, No. " 390," in large
German text , ornamented with numerous scrolls and flourishes
occupy the whole of a fl y-leaf , followed by a code of Rules
and Orders , fourteen in number , very neatl y writ ten , but
undated , althoug h evidentl y compiled about the time of the
insti tut ion of the Lodge, for they were signed by the
Founders , and a number of other brethren , who subscquentl y
became members of it.

These Rules and Orders may be described as very good ,
¦and quite appropriate to the t imes , they were probabl y copied
from the By-Laws of an older Lodge, drawn up by a brother
of the legal profession. They are too long for reproduction
here in their entirely,  but I quote Rule 10 as an example.

" That no Brother do presume to swear , come into the
Lodge intoxicated , or on any account call for Liquor , but
shall address himself to thc proper officer who if he thinks
it necessary will give his orders according ly. That all
Brethren do behave themselves with decency to each other
and with the utmost respect to the Master in the Chair , and
in case of default in cither of these particulars , the Brother
so offending shall for feit the sum of two Shillings and Six
Pence to the Fund of (he Lodge. That no Brother do
persevere in any matter  which may be deemed a crime or
fall under the censure of (lie Lodge after being thrice
publicl y admonished under pain of incurring the above
Penalty. "

The Rules specified that  the fees for making a Mason
were one guinea and a-half for the Iirst and second degrees ,
and half-a-guinea for the third ; half-a-guinea to be deposited
when a candidate was proposed for init iation. The Lodge
subscri ption , payable in advance , to be seven shillings and
sixpence per quarter , the meetings being on the first and
third Friday in every month at 7 o'clock p.m., closing at n
o'clock , " unless business will not permit. " The Master was
elected for six months onl y—on the Lodge nig hts next
before 25th March and 29th September—but on going out
of office he had the privilege of recommending a brother to
succeed him , subject to confirmation by the Lodge. The
Master elect immediatel y to take the chair and proceed to
the appointment and investment of his officers , after which
the Lodge to proceed to elect the Treasurer. In the absence
of the Master the chair to be taken by the Past Master , and
in his absence by (he Senior or Junior Warden.

We learn from the minutes  that  the  first meeting was
held on the 9th of A pril , 1767, by Dispensation from the
R.W. Depot)' Grand Master , for the making of Mr. William
Griff iths (the landlord of the house) , who hav ing  been for-
mall y proposed and elected , was "according l y ini t ia ted into
the two first Degrees of Masonry and paid his Fees."

"The R.W.M. proposed that Bro. William Griffith s be
raised a Master next Lodge Night , which was agreed Nem.
Con. "

The Treasurer 's accounts were invariabl y entered in this
book on thc page opposite to the minutes , from which we learn
that there were but six Founders , and that the Master and
Wardens subscribed £2 2s. each , and the other brethren
.£1 is. each , towards establishing the Lodge "to be repaid
them as soon as convenient fo thc Lodge."

The next meeting was held two days later , the date of the
Constitution of the Lodge, when another candidate was
proposed and initiated , and three others were proposed for
initiation next lodge ni ght.

There is no mention in the minutes of either Consecration
or Installation—the Lodge was simp ly "opened in due form "
by the Master designate , and the business proceeded with ,
and although twent y visitors were present , whose names and
lodges are recorded , there was not a single Grand Officer
amongst them , the ancient practice of the Grand Master , or
his Deputy, attending in person at the Constitution of a Lodge
having apparentl y fallen into abeyance since the introduction
of Warrants. The total amount received in Visitors ' Fees was
£1 lis. 6d., and the house bill , including broken glasses,
and two shillings to the servants , came to £2 14s. 7 .UI.,
certainl y not an extravagant expenditure for an inauguration
meeting.

The Records of the Lodge are very neatl y written , but
were evidentl y copied f rom rough minutes , and there is not
much in them during the first three or four years worth y of
reproduction The Lodge could not by any stretch of
imag ination be deemed a successful Lodge while in the hands
of its Founders , nor until  it was joined by some of the more
influent ia l  brothers and removed to the City.

Brother Aubin , P.M , seems to have been rather a can-
tankerous individual , for it is recorded that on Jul y 3rd , 1767,
he " moved that Bro. Harris , Treasurer , mig ht be fined for
smiling, which being put to the vote , and upon the 9th and
10th Rules of this Lodge being read the Brethren not th inking
the same worth y of notice , nothing was done thereon ,"
Bro. Aubin was not satisfied however—possibl y the smile
may have been a little too pronounced for his nerves—for he
then made a similar motion against the Secretary, which after
discussion was rejected by a great majority.

1767, Nov. 6th. —" Bro. Gri f f i ths, having informed the
R.W.M. that it would be much more convenient for him to
provide a general supper for all the members , than having
them sup at different times as usual and having this ni ght
provided a supper much to the  satisfaction of the Lodge ;
the  R.W.M. and Brethren agreed to sup together for the
future  and Bro. Griffiths was ordered to prcivide such supper
at (id. per head. "

Dec. 4th. — Ihe  last paragrap h in the minutes of this
meeting savours somewhat of a Masonic mystery which
neither the preceding nor the subsequent records throw - any
li ght upon.

" Bro''- T. Harris , RW.M. of this Lodge discontinued
from being a member."

Thomas Harris had been Master of the Lodge from its
constitution , having been re-elected for a second term the
previous September ; this mastershi p would not therefore
exp ire unti l  the following March. He seems to have been
held in the greatest respect by the brethren , hence is sum-
mary resignation is the more inexp licable. Strange to say he
reappears at Ihe next meeting in the guise of a visitor from
the " Royal Arch , lilack Horse , Oxenden-strcet. " This entry
is of considerable historical importance as being the earliest
mention of the Royal Arch in London (on the " modern " or
regular Grand Lodge side) other than the  minutes of thc
Chapter of 1763, which became the Grand Ch ip icr of



England in 1 767. The first Charter  was issued by this  bod y 111

176 9, consequent l y the " Royal Arch at The Black Horse "
.in 1767 could not have been authorised by (ha t  Societ y.

This inc ident , in a measure , confirms the op inion ex-
pressed by me in Masonic Fads and Fiction s ," that Royal
Arch Masonry was practised by some of (he adherents  of the
regular Grand Lodge long before the format ion of the Grand
Chapter , no twi ths t and ing  that  the learned Dr. Oliver , in his
O rigi n of Ihe Royal Arch , says " the introduction of the Degree
into  the  modern system could not have been earlier than the
dedication of Freemasons ' Hal l  in 1776. " I fail to see any
connection between the  two events ment ioned , although
some such may have existed in the livel y imagination of the
worth y doctor. Certainl y the  Royal Arch was in ful l  swing-
in 177 6, nol onl y in London but in other parts of the
country.

Ti i ik i )  Ti.Acixu i:o..!.i. OF T H K  i.onr.i-: or KMULATIOX , \ t> . .1.
A possible reason for (he late master t u rn ing  up so

prompt ly  at t he  next meet ing may have been tha t  the Lodge
owed him hall '-a-crown , for I note in the  disbursements on
that  occasion Ihe fol lowing item , " paid Bro'' - T. Harris what
he expended at the Quarterly Communication , 2. 6. /

The Lodge got out of i ( . 'd i ff icul ty by electing the  Senior
Warden to the Master 's Chair for (he  remainder  of the term.

On thc  1SU1 Nov. 1768 , the Lodge was visited by Bro .
John Maclean of The Turk' s Head . Gerrard Street , w h o  was
proposed and elected a member of the  Lodge, April 7th ,
176 9. This brother played a very impor tant  part in estab-
l ishing and disseminat ing Royal Arch Masonry in Eng land.

In 17 63 his name heads a list of the members of the first
Royal Arch Chapter in London of which we have anv
knowledge, then meeting at The Turk 's Head in Gerrard
Street. At the Anniversary Feast held at the above-named
house, Dec. 20th , 1766 , " t h e  thanks  of the  Chapter  was
given by Z, in an Address lo Bro'' . John Maclean , as Pallid-
um! Promoter , w h o  for his ins t ruct ions  and careful  a t tendance

" Publ ished in 1NN 7 , Iml now oul ol p r in t .

was requested to accept a Gold Plate. - Tins Gold Plate is
full y described in the records of the meeting and was evi-
dent l y of a similar design to what  has since become (he
regulat ion Royal Arch Jewel , and as (his chapter subse-
quently became the Grand Chapter of England , which has
been in cont inuous existence ever since , we may fairl y claim
Bro. John Maclean as the  Father of the Supreme Grand
Chapter of the present day.

After the iirst year of its existence the Constitution Lodge
appears to have been far from harmoniou s, frequent  dissen-
sions are indicated , but the minutes are meagre, and kept in a
very slovenl y manner.  The Secretary was informed at one
meeting that a motion would be made for his expulsion ,
although his offence is not stated ; however , he sent a letter
desiring to resign , but was subsequentl y readmitted. Other
brethren , who had been appointed to offices declined to
serve ; several from t ime to t ime "discontinued themselves."
Eventually the Lodge dwindled down to six or eight Mem-
bers, the last entry in the Minute  Book being on 28th August ,
1770 , as follows : " This being a Convention Night to con-
sider the State of the  Lodge, when it was determined that
the Lodge Debts must be paid and Bro'". Ireland (the
Treasurer) had authori ty to sell the jewels , &c, for that
purpose. " Onl y six members were present at this meeting,,
which was apparentl y the last at the old house.

The next minutes begin another  book and are dated 21st
December 1770 , being the records of a meeting held at The
Guildhall Coffee House , by ad jou rnment  from The Con-
stitutio n Coffee House, Bedford Street , Covent Garden ;
three members being present , John Hughes , W.M.., John
Ireland , S.W., and Johnathan Barff , J.W., when the Warrant
and Regalia of the Lodge were formall y delivered up to a
new set of Brethren , of whom Samuel Hill was appointed
W.M., William White , S.W., James Dowdall , J.W., and the
other offices filled up. After this Meeting the names of
Hug hes , Ireland , and Barff , and of other members of the
Constitution Lodge, disappear altogether from the minutes.

This was the turning point in the history of the Lodge,
three new brethren being initiated and five joining members
elected , one of the latter being William White , who subse-
quentl y became known as one of the most active and
prom inent  Masons in London. On the 27th December
following he "proposed to the  Brethren , the  consideration of
a Name for this  Lodge, which was agreed to ; " according ly
at the meeting on the 2nd January, 1771 , Bro. Fox moved that
Ihe Lodge be called the " Lodge of Emulat ion ," which after
some debate was approved , and the  Lodge ordered to be
registered " under  its new name and establishment. "

THE RECORDS OF THE LODGE OF EMCLATIOX ,
Xo. 324. 1770—1780.

As in all probabil i ty the resuscitation of the  Lodge and
its transfer from Covent Garden to the Cily were due lo the
energy and masonic zeal of Will iam White , a f e w  remarks
on his masonic career may nol be out of place. According
to his biograp her he " was born about the year 1747 and
served his apprenticeshi p in an eminent  mercanti le house
in Lisbon ; at the exp iration of which he returned to
Eng land. He was init iated into masonry in 1770 , at the
Old Horn Lodge No. 2, then held in Westminster, of which
he was in due course elected Master , and was one of the  ten
Masters of Lodges chosen on the Hall Committee at its
first formation in 1773.

" On the first  of May, 1775, he served the office of Grand
Steward (for the Somerset House Lodge) at which time the
Foundation-stone of Freemasons Hall was laid in Great
Queen Street."

The above is quite in accord with  the Grand Lodge
records , wherein he is described as a Wine Merchant and
occasionally as a Stock Broker of Lombard Street , and as
Secretary of the Board of Grand Stewards in 1775. He
was also Secretary to Ihe Honourable Art i l ler y Company
for many years, in which office he was succeeded by his son ,

" Kuri l .<_ r  particulars of Mack-.n 's Mascnic OI'L- LT arc yiven in
Masonic Fads ami Fictions.



William Henry White , of whom I shall have something
more to say later on.

The accompany ing portrait  as well as the biographical
sketch are taken from the Scientif ic Magazine and Fr eemasons '
Repository, for September , 1797.

William While took an active part in promot ing the
prosperity of the re-organised Lodge, and as in 1780 he was
appointed Grand Secretary, j oint l y with James Heselfine , no
doubt he had acquired considerable repute in the Craft. He
served the office of Master of the Lodge in the years 1771
i77 -> 1774. :incl J 777i nis son , William Henry White , who
.succeeded him in after years as Grand Secretary, was born
ioth November , 1777, and was one month old when his
father was elected for the four th  lime W.M. of the Emulation
Lodge.

W I L L I A M  W I 1 I T I C .  P.M. OF Ti l l - :  LOIH' , 1-. OF . .Ml 'LATlOX , Xo . 2 \ .
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177 1 , March 6th. —The Treasurer , James Tracey, lent the
Lodge £31 10s. to pay for the jewels .

August 6th.—"A motion was made by the R.W.M. and
seconded , that this  Lodge be removed from the place it is
now held , and carried in the  affirmative."

August 28th.—" A Ballot was taken to determine what
house the Lodge would adjourn lo , and it appeared on a
scrutiny that the majority was for The Paul 's Head , in
Catcaton Street , to be held on the usual ni ghts of meeting."

Dec. 4th.—" This being the ni ght appointed for the
Election of a new Master and Treasurer , the members
proceeded to Ballot , and on a scrutiny there appearing to be
an equal number of votes for our R.W. Master and Brother
Fox , S.W., the R.W. Master (Br. White) was pleased lo give
his casting vote in favour of Brother Fox , and declared h im
dul y elected Master of this Lodge for the ensuing half year."

17 72 , Feb. 19th. —Br. White proposed that Br. William
Preston be admitted an Honorary Member , for his kind
attention to the interests of this Lodge." Bro. Preston was
unanimousl y elected an Honorary Member at the next
meeting .

William Preston was a Printer who came to London from
Scotland about 1760 , and soon after his arrival he was initiated
in a Lodge under the sanction of the "Antients " or Anglo-
Irish Grand Lodge. In the course of a year or two he
transferred his allegiance to the regular Grand Lodge, and ,
with some of his associates lrom the " Antient " regime ,
formed the Caledonian Lodge, now No. 134. About the
time of joini ng the Lodge of Emulation he was employed as
an Assistant to the Grand Secretary, James Heseltine , and did
the printing for the Grand Lodge.

Probabl y no single individual ever created more excite-
ment in the Masonic world than did William Preston between
the years 1779, when he was expelled from the Craft , and
J 79°i when he was re-instated. His career was a most

remarkable one , the details of which would occupy too much
space for these pages. He is best known to the  reading
members of our Order as the au thor  of Prest on 's Illustrations ,
first published in 1772 , which ran throug h twelve editions
during the life time ol" the author. This work has been more
widel y read than any other book of the kind , having reached a
seventeenth edition in 1861 , when it was re-issued wi th  Notes
by the  late Dr. George Oliver.

Mav 20th .—A rather curious incident is recorded in the
minutes of this meeting.

" A message having been sent to the R.W.M. whilst  at
supper , in the name of Bro'-. Deverill , who was then in the
Lodge Room. Bror. Tracey made a motion thereon , and
was seconded by Bro''. Denn ' That the message delivered by
the Tyler , in the name of Bro ''- Deverill , import ing that  he
hoped the R.W. Master would attend earlier the next Night '
was a disrespect to the Chair  and should therefore be
enquired into , and the Question being put , it passed in the
A ffirmative."

June 3rd. — The minutes  of the previous meet ing
having been read , " Bro'' - White  and Bror. Hill declared that
the message taken notice of in the last minutes , as a dis-
respect to the Chair , was not sent by Bro''. Deverill but by
them in his name.

"When Bro''. White  made a motion , and was seconded ,
' That , agreeable lo the order the  said message should be now
enquired into ' and the Question being put , it passed in the
affirmative.

" And on enquiry  it appeared , that  the message was sent
when the Master was not in his Chair , the Lodge being
called from Labour to Refreshment , and was done lo remind
him of the duty of his office.

" Then Bro'' . Fox made a motion , and was seconded ,
' That the said message was a disrespect to the Chair ,' which
was passed in the negative. "
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Sept. 2nd.—"Bror- Hill made a motion and was
seconded ' That two Stewards be appointed for to introduce
and attend to Visiting Brethren and to be otherways assisting
in the Lodge, and that they be appointed by the Master in
the same manner as the Wardens and Secretary are. ' It
passed in the affirmative. "

Dec. 2nd.—At (his meeting an important motion
was proposed and carried at the instance of William White
—a further  proof of his zeal for the welfare of the Lodge—
"That the Treasurer do give security to the Lodge in a
Bond of .£50, sterling, j oint l y with some person who shall be
approved of by the Brethren , for such sum or sums of money
as he may hold belonging lo the  Lodge. And , in order to



prevent any loss to the Treasurer , that the Master and
Wardens do jointl y give him a Bond in the same penalty
to indemnif y him for any money he may choose to advance
on any emergency or other occasion for the honour and
service of the Lodge, over and above the sum or sums he
may be possessed of as Treasurer ."

Bro. White also proposed " That Bror. James Hese ltine ,
the Grand Secretary, be admitted an Honorary Member of
this Lodge, which motion being seconded it was ordered ,
that the above named brother should be ballotted for the next
Lodge Night. "

The Lodge honoured itself as well as this distinguished
brother by unanimousl y electing him an Honorary Member
at the following meeting.

Heseltine was then a comparativel y young Mason having
onl y been initiated in 1765, but he had alread y "made his
mark in the Craft—as witness his appointment as Grand
Secretary after onl y about live years service—althoug h
probabl y very few of his friends antici pated that his merits
as a man and his knowledge and ability as a Mason would
eventuall y land him in almost the highest office then attain-
able in the Craft.

He was educated for the legal profession and is described
in the Grand Lodge records as a Proctor , his knowled ge of
the Law being of great value to the Society on many
occasions.

He appears lo have taken a keen interest in Masonic affairs
from the time of his joining the Order. In 1767 he served
the office of Grand Steward , was appointed Grand Secretary
in 176 9, and filled that office unti l  1780, when William
White was appointed joint Grand Secretary with him. The
two acted most harmoniousl y until  1784, when Heseltine
retired , and the next year was appointed Senior Grand
Warden. By general desire he was elected Grand Treasurer
for the year 1786 and was re-elected every year until his
death in 1804.

The following extract from a letter written Sept. 29II1 ,
] 7S5, hy Rowland Holt , Deputy Grand Master , to William
White , Grand Secretary, will evince the esteem in which he
was held by the writer , and also allow us a peep behind the
curtain.

" I wish you would again present my compliments to
Mr. Heseltine , and assure him he will do the greatest benefit
in his power to the Society, by accepting the office of
Grand Treasurer , and I am almost certain if he is not per-
suaded to do it , some improper person will offer himself , or
be named by some officious person , which will directl y
produce such confusion as is not to be described , If Mr.
Heseltine accepts , there will not be a sy llable said in opposi-
tion to such a nomination and the Grand Lodge will
be closed with the utmost harmony upon so luck}- an
occasion."

I he opinion thus expressed by the Deputy Grand Master
was amp ly verified at the following meeting of the CI rand
Lodge, when he nominated Heseltine as Grand Treasurer ,
and there being no other candidate he was unanimousl y

elected , and at once proceeded to just if y the choice of thc
brethren by moving " That in future the Accompts of the
Grand Treasurer shall be Annuall y inspected and examined
by a Committee of Brethren under the title of Auditors of
Accompts." The mover also made another and longer
motion on the same subject relating to the composition of
the Committee , both of which were carried unanimousl y.
I may add that Heseltine 's plan for audit ing the Grand
Lodge "Accompts " was in vogue with very little alteration ,
down to 1859, when it was superseded by the appointment
of a professional auditor.

Taking him all round , I have no hesitation in say ing
that during the whole of his fort y years of Masonic life
James Heseltine was deservedl y respected by the Craft in
general , if he was not the most popular Mason in London.

The following ori ginal Panegyric from the pen of a
contemporary, Bro' - Cornelius Vanderstop , a member of the
British Lodge, and Treasurer of the Board of Grand Stewards
in 17S0 , may not be w i t h o u t  interest to the members of some
of the Lodges with which Bro. Heseltine was associated.
His Mother Lodge, the Philanthropic , has been long defunct ,
but we still have with us, in addition to The Lodge ol"
Emulation ; The Lodge of Anti quity, No. 2; The Royal
Somerset House and Inverness Lodge, Xo. 4; The Globe
Lodge, No. 23; The Britanni c Lodge, No. 33; and The London
Lodge, No. 10S. He was certainl y a member of the fore-
going, and probably other lodges which I am now unable
to trace.

A CHARACTER.
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Masonic Cicero, of this our Age ,
Accompli'Mi 'd Heseltine , shall grace (his Page,
Of Person manl y, and extended -Mind,
Endued with Talents of thc nobWst Uii«.;
When in thc Hall , some warm Debate takes place .
Hear how he speaks with animated Grace ,
Each Argument with vig 'rous strength is strung,
Whilst each opponent is witli envy stung,
In pleasing Accents , Truth delights llie Ear ,
And in its course , conveys conviction clear ;
Hut , 'lis not my intent ion to confine ,
His ample Merit , in this single Line ,
View him as Father , Husband , Mason , Friend ,
And see in all his excellencies blend ,
Where is there one amongst the Brotherhood ,
For llie Society, has done more good ':
Where is there one and take a geu 'ral View .
To whom our Grati tude 's so justl y due.
Long as Free-Masonry by Time 's uprcar 'd ,
The Xame of Heseltine will be rever 'd,
His Conduct such , when view 'd in ev 'ry way,
That in strict Justice , we may safel y say,
He shines complete, wi th  virtues , greal , and ra re,
Of the first Lustre. A Masonic Star.

*773< J'"1- 20th.—This ni ght the balance of the debt due
to Bro. Tracey, a former Treasurer , amounting to £22 , was
ordered to be paid.

(To be continued.)
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