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ANYTHING relating to the various Crafts or Guilds
will be welcomed by the Masonic student, and as
we have lately purchased a rare and valuable
work, entitled "An Historical Account of the
Blue Blanket, or Craftsmen's Banner," by Alex-
ander Pennecink, Burgess and Guild Brother, of
Edinburgh, 1722, we purpose spending a few
minutes at our anvil, in order to elicit some
sparks of a Masonic character.

We never met with the work before, and be-
lieve it to be one of the rarest works in our
Masonic Library. It is 16mo., and contains 140
pages, and is dedicated to the " Worshipful the
Deacons of Crafts, and remanent members of the
Fourteen Incorporations in the good Town of
Edinburgh," Scotland. The work professes to
be " An abridgment of the glorious actions of our
predecessors, who, by a dutiful attachment to
their Sovereigns, suffering by impious Eebels,
shew d their Hearts, named with Loyalty;  their
hands were thunder, and their deeds miracles."

The " Blue Blanket " was the name given to
the Banner of the Craftsmen , and in " original
writs " was called " The Banner of the Holy
Ghost."

The Preface is a most interesting production ,
and traces Operative Masonry and the other
Crafts from the Creation, specifying that " In the
Infancy of the World, before the Wranglings of
Lawyers, the Sophistry of Philosophers, and tur-
bulent Factions of Divines, had debauched man-
kind, Artists were in tho highest repute," afford-
ing sketches of Tubal Cain, and mentions parti-
cularly that " It' s much to the Honor of Crafts-
men, that holy Joseph, Husband to the Blessed
Virgin Mary, Mother of the Son of God, was a
Carpenter, ancl if we credit the earliest Ecclesi-
astick Historians, the glorious Redeemer of man-
kind, before his publick entrance upon the minis-
terial office, laboured with his hands in the shop."
It seems that the Craftsmen in olden times were
more successful in extraordinary deeds than those
of the present time, as we find that the author

relates " many of the martial achievements and
singular sanctity of mechanics." " The Faith of
a Shoemaker, under the reign of a King of Persia,
was such that he removed a mountain by a holy
Harangue, and the Church records a noble army
of martyrs who died for the Protestant Faith/'

The Blue Blanket had " its rise about the
1200 year of God, when the Cruisade was car-
ried on by Pope Urban the Second ; and so is
older than any of the orders of knighthood in
Europe, save that of St. Andrew, or the Thistle,
which had its original about the 800." "Yast
numbers of Scot's mechanics having followed this
holy war, taking with them a Banner, bearing
this inscription out of the 51 Psalm : c In bona
voluntate tua edificenter muri Jerusalem/ and
from its colour was called the Blue Blanket."
Page 51.

The author next observes that he " may fairly
infer that it is as ancient and more honorable than
the English Order of the Garter, and thus the
Crafts of Edinburgh, having this order of the
Blanket to glory in, may justly take upon them-
selves the Title of Knights of the Blanket, or
Chevaliers of Arms."

Then follows several copies of Charters to the
several Crafts. One to the Hammermen, in
which it is provided, " That every Craftisman that
takes one Prentise to tech him the said Craft
within the said Burgh, sal pay for his Entry to
the uphald of the said Altar, anil the ornaments
thairof, Twenty shillings."

In an "Analysis of Ancient ?nd Modern Free-
masonry " we have presented several instances of
Craftsmen supporting the Churches, and especially
the Altars, by certain Fees exigible on Appren-
ticeship and Fines for misconduct and such like.

The connection of the Craftsmen with Christi-
anity, in its earliest clays, is too well-known tc-
require any proof, as all the old charters ancl
documents are commenced in the " Name of the
Father, of the Son, and the Holy Ghost, three
persons in one." The Crafts had also to contri-
bute from their wages for the " Uphald of Divyne
Service." The office of Deacon is very ancient,
and is frequently mentioned in the Acts of Parlia-
ment of Scotland from the fourteenth century and
subsequently. It appears from the work that
"King James the Third, of Scotland offended
his nobles for advan cing Robert Cochrane, a
Mason, to the dignity of Secretary of State, and
creating him Earl of Mar, ancl confirmed to the



Crafts all the privileges of the Blue Blanket."
(Page 25.) The following is a list of the Incor-
porations according to their precedency : 1.
Chirurgeons ; 2. Goldsmiths ; 3. Skinners ; 4.
Furriers ; 5. Hammermen ; G. Wrights (or Car-
penters ;) 7. Masons ; 8. Tay lors ; 9. Baxters,
(Weighers ;) 10. Fleshers ; 11. Cordiners ; 12.
Websters, (or Weavers ;) 13. Hatters aud Walters;
14. Bonnet Makers and Listers ; 15. Blacksmiths;
16. Cutlers ; 17. Saddlers ; 18. Locksmiths ; 19
Lorimers ; 20. Armores; 21. Pen ther ers ; 22.
Shear Smiths. The Arms of the Masons are thus
explained : " Ar. on a Cheveron , 'twixt 3 Towers
embattled Sab. A Compass Or.," and placed above
the Anns of each of the Crafts "are the Imperial
Arms of Scotland." The Masons' company was
not so ancient as some few others, such as the
Goldsmiths, but after the Eevival of A. D. 17] 7,
Freemasonry soon marched to the front rank, and
has since become the greatest human institution
of all time.

Ihe following concludes the work, and alludes
to King Charles the First : " Since the Crafts
hitherto loyal , folded up their Ensign the Banner,
or Bine Blanket of the Holy Ghost, when factious
sectaries were triumphant, and Maje sty was in
misery, falling a victim to the cruelty of the then
Sectarians, by whose Impious Hands he was
brought to the Block ."

The earliest printed copy of the Operative Con-
stitutions was issued in 1722, being one year be-
fore the Grand Lodge of England published the
Book of Constitutions, under authority. Another
edition of Operative Constitutions was published
by Cole A. D. 1728-9, and when next we preside
at the Masonic Anvil it is probable their character
will be our theme.

The only copy we have ever met with of A. D.
1722, is in the possession of Bro. Richard Spencer,
the noted Masonic publisher. We have the plea-
sure of owning nearly all the other editions of the
Book of Constitutions from A. D. 1723 and 1728
to the present time.

IT should be the aim of every Mason to live, and deal , and
act iu such a manner that when he comes to die he may be
able to say, and his conscience so adjud ge, that no man on
earth is poorer because he is richer—that what ha liatli he has
honestl y earned , and no man can go before God and claim that ,
by the rules of equity administered in his great chancery, this
house in which we die, this land we devise among our heirs, is
his, and not ours.

THE K N I G H T S  T E M P L A R S .

By ANTHONY ONEAL HAYE .

(Continued from page 104) .

BOOK THIRD—CHAPTE R NINTH.

GRAND MASTER—REGINALD DE VICHIERIUS .
War in Egypt continued.—St. Louis taken prisoner aiicZ

ransomed.—-Disagreement between Joinville and the
Temp lars.— The Crusaders return to Acre, and renew
war with the Egyptians.—Louis returns to France. —
His affection for  the Templars.-—The Templars and
Eenry III. of England.—Henry in the Temple at Paris .
—War in Morav 'ia, A.D. 1249—1257.

Upon the death of William de Sonnac the com-
mand of the Templars devolved upon the Grand
Marshal of the Order , the valiant Reginald de
Vichierins. He gathered together the remnant of
the Templars, and remained with the King during
the rest of this disastrous campaign, performing
feats of dashing gallantry with his small but in-
domitable band of Knights. At last disease
spread through the army, the King was taken
prisoner by the Egyptians, and the Templars
seeing that all was lost, retreated to Damietta
which they prepared to defend. The prisoners
taken by the infidel were put to ransom, but
those who could not pay the money were made
slaves or had their hands struck off, and with
these ghastly trophies the walls of Cairo were
decorated. The Saracens offered to give the
King his freedom upon surrendering certain
castles belonging to the Templars and the Hos-
pitallers, but the King replied that this was out
of his power, as these Knights were not vassals of
his, and it was contrary to the oath which the
governors of such castles took on their investiture
when they solemnly swore to God that they would
never surrender them for the deliverance of any
man whoever he should be. At length the King
and the nobles who had been captured received
their liberty by agreeing to surrender Damietta,
and to pay two hundred thousand pieces of gold.
The King thereupon went on board the fleet
which was anchored at Damietta, and the process
of weighing out the ransom money commenced.

Towards evening of the Sunday after his arrival
the King's servants, who were occupied weighing
out the money, sent Louis word that they wanted
thirty thousand livres to complete the amount.
Joinville said to the King that they had better ask
the Grand Marshal, commander of the Templars,
to lend the money to make up the sum. On this
Stephen d'Outricourfc , Preceptor of the Order,



said, " Lord de Joinville, the counsel you give the
King is wrong and unreasonable, for you are well
aware we receive every farthin g on our oath, and
that we cannot make any payments but to those
who give us their oaths in return." Reginald de
Vichierius then said, *¦ Sire, don't attend to the
dispute and contention of the Lord de Joinville
and our Preceptor. It is, however, as he has said.
We cannot dispose of any of the money entrusted
to us, but for the means intended, without acting
contrary to our oaths, and being perjured . Know,
the the Seneschal, Lord de . Joinville, has ill-
advised you to take by force, should we refuse you
a loan ; but in this you will act as you may judge
proper. Should you, however, do so, we will
make ourselves amends from the wealth you have
in Acre." When Joinville heard this menace of
the Grand Marshal's, he said to the King that if
it pleased Louis he would go and seek for the
sum, which the King ordered him to do. He
thereupon went on board one of the galleys of
the Templars, and seeing a coffer demanded the
keys, which the Knights refused to give him.
Joinville then seized hold of a wedge to break it
open. Whereupon the Grand Marshal, seeing any
further resistance would be useless, ordered the
keys to be given up. Joinville thereupon took
the requisite sum, and the ransom money was
completed.

This was not the only occasion in which Lord
de Joinville and the Templars came to words
about money, for the Seneschal having received
payment of a debt of four hundred livres was ad-
vised to keep forty livres for his expenses and
give the rest to the Templars m whose custody it
would be safer than in his own. This Joinville
died, but the money was mislaid by the Knight
to whom it was given, and no statement of its
having been entrusted to the care of the Order
for safe custody was made to the Grand Mar-
shal. Joinville having spent the forty livres, sent
to the Grand Marshal for a fresh supply, but his
messenger was told by the Treasurer that the
Templars had no money of his in their possession.
On receipt of this answer Joinville went to the
Grand Marshal and having informed him of the
state of the health of the King, told him of the
treatment he had received at the hands of the
Treasurer, and complained in a rude manner of
the Order for not returning him his money. Join-
ville, good Knight and sound councillor as he un-
doubtedly was, had an overweening idea of his

own importance, and like Wolsey was apt to write
" Ego et Rex mens," and his self-importance on
this occasion nettled De Vichierius, who was wor-
ried with the charge of more important affairs.
The Grand Marshal replied, " Lord de Joinville, I
love you very much, but I shall cease doing so, if
you hold such language, for you seem to insinuate
in your complaints that our brotherhood are
thieves." He then told him that a search would
be made for his money, and when found restored
to him, but the petulant lord , not content with
this answer, said he would make the matter pub-
lic, as he was without a penny. To this the
Grand Marshal made no reply, but wished him
good morrow, and the lord left him in a fume.
The Grand Marshal was indigant at this charge
made against the Templars for such a paltry sum,
against men whose honour and trustworthiness
had never been called in question before, and who
were the repositories of millions. He ordered
a search to be made, when the money was found
and returned to De Joinville, which he says " to
my great joy, as I was in very great need of it,
and I took good care in future not to trouble
these monks with the keeping of my cash." This
is the only charge of the kind made against the.
Order, and even it is grounded on a mistake.

King Louis returned with the Christians to
Palestine and was received with distinguished
honours by the brethren at Acre. He remained
there four years. In the year 1251 a chapter
general was summoned at Chateau Pelerin, when
the Grand Marshal was elected to fill the vacant
Mastership. Reginald de Vichierius had already
proved himself a prudent leader in the unfortu-
nate attack upon Egypt, but unsupported by the
other Christians, no great advantages were reaped
under his reign, and the damning conviction broke
on the minds of the whole community that the
Holy Land was doomed soon to pass away from
the followers of the Cross.

The Assassins, who had been unable all this
time to liberate themselves from the tribute which
they had to pay to the Templars, resolved once
more to attempt to free themselves from that bur-
den. During Louis's residence at Acre, the
Old Man of the Mountain sent ambassadors to
him, and the King one morning after mass called
them before him to hear what they had to say.
On their entrance to his presence the King caused
them to be seated and to deliver their message,
when one of the ambassadors asked the King if



he was acquainted with their lord, the Prince of
the Mountain . The Kino- answered that he wasO
not, that he had never seen him, although he had
heard a good deal about him. The ambassadors
continued, " Sire, since you have heard my lord
spoken of, I wonder much that you have not sent
him such of your people as should have made him
your friend, in like manner as the Emperor of
Germany, the King of Hungary, the Sultan of
Babylon, and many other princes have yearly
done ; for they know well that they would not be
allowed to exist or reign, but during his good
pleasure. For this cause he has despatched us
hither to advertise you, that he wills you should
act in the like manner, or at least that yon acquit
him of the tribute he pays annually to the Grand
Master of the Templars, ancl if you do this he will
consider it as so much money paid by you to
himself. My lord, says truly, that should he order
the destruction of the Grand Master of the Tem-
plars there would soon be another as good, and
for this reason he is unwilling to risk his people's
lives, where little is to be gained." The King in
answer to this replied, that he would consider of
what they had said, and if they would return in
the evening he would give them his answer. The
ambassadors left, seemingly satisfied, for the threat
conveyed in the message of the Assassin chief was
one fitted to chill the hearts of the bravest and
most powerful monarchs. The King on their de-
parture sent for De Vichierius, to whom he de-
tailed the conversation, and the Grand Master
requested permission to be present at the inter-
view in the evening, and also to be allowed to
bring tho Grand Master of the Hospitallers along
with him.

After vespers the ambassadors returned to the
presence of the King and were taken aback on
finding on either side of him the Grand Masters
of the Templars ancl Hospitallers. The King re-
quested them to repeat their message which they
had brought to him in the morning. The am-
bassadors trembled to clo so in the presence of
their redoubtable foe, and declared they could
not do this unless before those who had been pre-
sent in the morning. The Grand Master of the
Templars, in a tone of voice which admitted of no
refusal, commanded them to repeat their message,
which, with much reluctance, they did. Reginald
smiled grimly at their message, and bade them
begone for the night, and on the morrow he would
convey to them the King's answer to their chief's

demand. The ambassadors would gladly have
fled, but they knew too well that such a step
would have been followed by the worst conse-
quences. On the morrow they were brought be-
fore the Grand Master who addressed them in the
following manner :—" The message which your
Master has so very foolishly and impudently sent
to the King of France, ancl the harsh expressions
used by you in delivering it deserve our severest
punishment. Were it not unbecoming the honour
of the King on account of your being invested
with the character of ambassadors he would have
have had you thrown into the filthy sea of Acre
ancl drowned, in spite of the power of your
Master. And we command you," he continued,
peremptorily, ancl with a severe countenance, " to
hasten back to your Master , ancl to return here
within fifteen days with such letters from your
prince, that will satisfy and content the King with
him and you," and, touching his sword with a
menacing air he bade them begone.

The firm language of the Grand Master, and
the well known valour of the Templars, com-
pletely terrified the ambassadors who hastened
back to their prince with the terrible tidings of
the failure of their embassy, and the anger of
the Templars. The tidings overwhelmed their
chief, who long before the expiry of the fifteen
days sent them back to Louis. The ambassadors
presented themselves in a very humble manner
before the King, and said in a respectful tone,
" Sire, we are come back from our lord, who in-
forms you that as the shirt is the part of the dress
nearest to the body he sends you this, his shirt,
as a gift or a symbol that you are the King for
whom he has the greatest affection, and which he
is most desirous to cultivate ; and for a further
assurance of it here is his ring which he sends
you, made of pure gold, with his name engraven
on it. With this ring our lord espouses you, and
understands that henceforward you be as one of
the fingers of his hand." They likewise brought
him many presents, among them being an elephant
of crystal, figures of men of different crystals, the
whole set in fine pieces of amber with borders of
pure gold. When the case containing these things
were opened the whole apartment was fitted with
the odour of sweet perfumes. The King sent
back to the-chief certain gifts in return, and the
Assassins instead of freeing themselves from the
tribute only bound the fetters of the Templars,
ancl rivetted them firmer round their necks.



The King, thereafter , assisted the Templars m
repairing the fortifications of Joppa and Cassarea
Louis was anxious to undertake the siege of
Naplous, but the Templars advised him not to
proceed against it in person in case any accident
should happen to him. They were supported in
this advice by the other leaders, and finding them
so unanimous the King declared that if he was
not to go, the army should not go, and so the
enterprise was abandoned. The Saracens having
broken the truce by slaughtering the Christian
:sick at Damietta, the Templars recommenced
-hostilities, and accompanied by Joinville and the
French Crusaders, ancl the Hospitallers marched
against Paneas. Joinville in the attack had his
post between the castle and the town ; the Hos-
pitallers on the right ; the barons on the left ;
while the Templars marched right up to the front.
Joinville found himself placed in imminent
danger, but the Grand Master of the Templars by
a skilful movement relieved him before he lost
many men. After an obstinate resistance the
town was captured. The Sultan of Damascus on
hearing of the capture of Paneas took the field
with a large army, carried by assault Dok, a for-
tress of the Templars, and after putting the garri-
j son to the sword he razed the fortifications to the
ground. He next attacked the castle of Ricor-
dane, which shared the fate of Dok, and advanced
against Siclon. The Christians were busily em-
ployed repairing the walls when he approached.
He slew the builders, and carried the town by
storm, and taking many prisoners he went back
¦to Damascus.

The King of France after spending two years
at Acre was anxious to return home. He had
fortified m the meanwhile the maritime towns of
Palestine, and laid out a considerable sum on their
defence. He left Acre with a flotilla of fourteen
vessels on the 24th of April, and the Grand
Master of the Templars sent his own pilot,
Remond, a skilful seaman, to steer the vessel of
ihe King, and who was instructed not to leave
him till he had conveyed him safely across the
wide wilderness of waters to his own land. The
King was much pleased with the Templars, and
could not sufficiently admire their valour in the
field ancl their humility in the house. On arriving
in France to mark his esteem he bestowed on
them the chateau and lordship of Razees, near
Bauvez, in Aquitaine. The deed of gift was de-
livered to Hugh, Grand Preceptor of Aquitaine on

Pentecost, in the Cathedral of Angoulem, in. the
presence of many archbishops, bishops, counts,
and barons. It bears thab the King bestowed it on
them for the charitable works which he had
himself seen them perform, in acknowledgment
of the services which they had rendered to him in
the Holy Land, and that by this gift he might be-
come a participator in the good works of the
brethren, and have a share in their prayers for
their benefactors.

Henry III. of England, sadly in want of money,
determined to. extort it from the religious Orders,
ancl in an interview with Robert de Sandford,
Preceptor of England, and several of the prin-
cipal clergy, he said in an angry tone, *' You pre-
lates ancl religious men, and especially you Tem-
plars and Hospitallers, have so many liberties and
charters that your superfluous possession of them
makes you proud, and from pride drives you on
to folly. We ought, therefore, to revoke with
prudence what has been imprudently granted,
and to recall into our own care what has been ill
advisedly dispersed, and, he added, does not
the Pope sometimes, yea, many ancl many a time,
recall his acts ? Does he not, by inserting
thet clause, ' Notwithstanding,' cancel previously
granted charters ? Thus also will I break this
charter, and others too, which my predecessors
ancl I have rashly granted." The clergy were
thunderstruck at this announcement, but Robert
de Sandford, pretending to be surprised , said,
" W hat is it you say, my lord, King ? God for-
bid that such a graceless ancl absurd speech should
proceed from your mouth. As long as you ob-
serve the laws of justice, you will remain King ;
but when you infringe them you will cease to be
one.'" The King, whose character Robert knew
well, hastily replied, " What means this ? Do
you English wish to hurl me from the throne, as
you formerly did my father ; and after dethron-
ing me to put me to death ?" To this no answer
was vouchsafed, but the spirited language of the
Templars had the desired effect, and the King did
not attempt to put his threat in force. Upon the
marriage of the Earl of Gloucester to the King's
niece, Henry asked the Templars to become surety
for the payment of her dowry, but they flatly re-
fused to do so, declaring that it was not in their
power, being against their laws, whereupon the
King became enraged, and uttered many threats
against them. In his anger he dismissed Roger,
a Templar, from his office of Almoner, and



banished him from his court. On other occasions,
too, he laid snares to catch the Templars tripping
so as to have an opportunity of punishing them,
but these they easily avoided.

About the time of King Louis's arrival in
France Henry crossed over to Gascouy, where he
had already sent Robert de Sandford, to whom
had been reconciled to quell certain disturbances
which had broken out in that province.* He
thereafter proceeeed with the Templars to Paris,
where he was magnificently received by the King
of France. Matthew Paris gives the following
account of the festivities :—Louis asked the King
where he would please to reside—that the city of
Paris was at his disposal. " There is my palace
in the middle of the city ; if you please to take
up your abode there your wish shall be accom-
plished ; or if you would prefer taking up your
lodgings at the Old Temple, outside the city,
which is more roomy, or anywhere else, it shall
be so arranged." The King of England chose
for his abode the Old Temple, because his retinue
was so numerous, and in that building there was
sufficient room to lodge an army. At certain
periods and terms all the Cismontaine Templars
assembled at that place and there held their
general chapter. They found ample accommoda-
tion there, for it was necessary for them all to
lodge in one building, because at their chap ter
they discussed their business during the night.*
On the occasion of the King's visit, although
there were so many dwellings in the court there,
yet the company assembled was so numerous that
many were obliged to sleep in the open air—the
neighbouring houses, extending towards the
street called the " Grove," not being sufficien t to
lodge them. The King, on the morning after his
arrival, gave instructions that as many poor
people as the chamber of the Temple could hold
should be entertained at a feast, which was ac-
cordingly done, and although the number was
enormous each was supplied with an abundance
of meat, fish, bread, and wine.

Having entertained the poor, the Templars now
gave a magnificent entertainment to the two
Kings and their retinues. "Never in times past
was there given such a rich or splendid banquet,"
writes, Paris, "even in the time of Esther,
Arthur, or Charles. For this one was resplendent

with the rich variety of the food, the delicious
abundance of the drinks, the ready attendance of
the servants, the orderly disposition of the guests,
and the large and handsome presents. At it,,
too, wero present persons held in high reverence
and respect, whose superiors it would be impossi-
ble, and whose equals, even, it would be difficult,
to find in the world." All the apartments were
filled with guests. There was no porter or fee-
taker at the great door of the hall, or at any of the
other entrances. Free ingress was permitted to-
all comers, and a rich repast furnished. The
Kings were entertained in the great hall of the
Temple, in which were hung up, according to the
custom of the Order beyond the sea, as many
shields as the four walls could contain . Among,
others was seen the shield of Richard I., concern-
ing which a wit remarked that the guests would
be unable to eat through fear of it. After the
entertainment the King of England sent to the
French nobles at their residences rich silver cups,
gold clasps, silk belts, and other presents, such
as it was proper for so powerful a King to give,
and for such nobles to receive with thanks.

Shortly after the return of Henry to England-
an embassy was sent to him by the King of Cas-
tile. The ambassadors took up their residence
with the Templars, and the King commanded three
pipes of wine to be sent to the Temple for their
use, and ten fat bucks to be brought from the
royal forest at Essex for the same purpose.

Reginald de Vichierius, in 1257, fell sick and
died, full of years, and covered wth glory.

During the Grand Mastership of De Vichierius-
the Templars in Moravia were engaged in war. In
1252, Uratislaf, a nobleman, obliged to flee f rom
that country, went to France, where he became a
Templar . He made over the whole of his goods
and property to the Order, among which was the
castle of Eichhorn . His elder brother Burian,.
however, seized upon the property, declaring that-
it fell to him as head of the family. King Winzel
on the matter being referred to him decided in
favour of the Order, but Burian refused to give
the castle up. The next year the Templars col-
lected some thousands of men, and marched under
the command of their Grand Prior to besiege the
castle. Burian assembled six thousand men to
oppose them, and placing nine hundred in the
castle to defend it, gave the Templars battle with
the rest. The engagement was long and bloody,
and both armies behaved with distinguished valour

* Acta Rymeri, Tom. 1, p. 474:.
t Mat. Paris, A.D. 1254.



and night fell upon a still unwon field. The loss
of the Templars was severe. Seventeen hundred
men, along with the Grand Prior were slain. A
truce was made for three days, at the end of
which Burian and his men were driven into the
castle, which they defended with great gallantry.
The King at length sent to Burian to surrender
the castle, threatening him with the severest
punishment should he resist. Thereupon the
castle was given up, and Uratislaf , returning to
Moravia, became Preceptor of Eichhorn, in which
.thirty Templars took up their abode under him.

(To be .continued.)

WOMAN AND MASONRY.
It is with reverence akin to awe that I approach

this subject, knowing that, for ages, there has
hung between the sex that I represent and the
subject of which I would speak, a veil of deep im-
penetrable mystery—a mystery that is as sacredly
guarded to-day as it was thousands of years ago,
when the mantle of silence shrouded the germ of
the mystic brotherhood, and will be for ages to
come, so long as two hands are left on earth to
meet in the clasp of fraternal love. Though this
veil must hang before us through all time1—
shrouding from our unworthy eyes the " Holy of
Holies "—though no woman's foot may ever tread
the sacred aisles—no woman's eye gaze on the
glories of the inner shrine—yet we are not entirely
shut out. The glory of the Shekinah shines afar
—even on the brow of womanhood. Though ad-
mitted to the outer courts—to the vestibule of the
temple, whose foundation is charity — whose
pillars are wisdom, strength, and beau ty, and
whose summit is the approaching smile of God
himself, it is meet that one should tell what
Masonry has done for woman. And she who
proudly boasts the title of a " Mason's Daughter "
now asks the privilege to be that one.

It were folly to attempt to tell you what Ma-
sonry is. You, who hold all its mysteries in your
hand—its secrets in your heart—and with your
eye can trace through all its labyrinth of ways
and means. Masonry—that is as incomprehensi-
ble to us as the vital principle of life—but, like
life, is known to us by results. " By their fruits
ye shall know them," and it is the fruits of Ma-
sonry that woman eats, while the labour and toil
are spared her. She basks safely in the sunshine
of its blessings, guarded and watched over by a

band more faithful than lover, brother, or hus-
band.

There is a strange fascination to us, who natu-
rally love the wonderful , the brave, the strong—
in. the thought of this vast league, so innumerable
in number, so united in purpose, so silent in ex-
istence, so unconquerable in action. Like the re-
ligion of Jesus, on which the principles of Masonry
are founded, it has marched with steady footsteps
down the long vista of years, and has made every
obstacle a stepping-stone to its present glory.
Christianity went alone ancl insulted from the hill
of Calvary to the tomb of Joseph, and now waves
her sceptre over the world when the tomb of the
Cassars has mouldered back into dust. Masonry,
her more earthly sister, with hushed breath and
noiseless footstep, walked scatheless through fires
of oppression and storms of prejudice and false-
hood, and now divides with her the sceptre of the
world.

The church has many false brethren—in Ma-
sonry this is impossible. The one, being the nur-
sery of the spiritual, necessarily more intangible
in its creeds, and often receives within its folds
the vilest impostors, whose only merit is their
power to deceive. The other, though founded
upon divine laws, is a human institution, and deals
with human attributes—things that can be seen
and heard and known by men—that can be grasped
by the great over-ruling power, and so held up
before the guilty one, that, though on the awful
stillness of that dread tribunal there falls no
whisper of reproach, his life condemns him to his
very face, and he yields unansweringly to the just
decree.

Show me a tie on earth more binding than
the boon of Masonry. There is none. The
Christian may forget his sacramental vows, and
turn his back upon the Saviour who has died for
him ; the husband may turn from the wife of his
bosom, whom he has sworn before high heaven to
cherish, even to the portal of the grave ; the father
may forget his child, whose blue eyes once held
all heaven for him ; the brother may neglect the
tender sister that shared the cradle of his infancy,
the mother's " good-night '' kiss, and the gambo
around the father's knee ; a son may even coldly
look upon the mother that bore him ; but the vow
sworn at this altar can never be revoked ! Time
or distance cannot annul it ; and the wretch who
would seek to violate it would be branded with a
sign more indelible than that of Cain. No land



would be remote enough for his escape, no jungle
wild enough for his retreat, no cavern deep enough
to hide him from the eye of vengeance.

There is something sublime in this that calls
forth woman's ardent admiration ; but another
view of the subject awakens deeper, holier
passions still—her love and gratitude.

Christianity is our guide to the vague, shadowy
portals of the unknown future world—Masonry
our shield and support through the dangerous
realities of this. Let women be united by the
slightest tie to the great heart of Masonry, and
she nevermore may deem herself friendless and
alone. Does want stand at her door ? A hundred
hands are outstretched to relieve her. Does sorrow
overshadow her ? A hundred hearts give kindly
sympathy—which women only know how much we
need. Does temptation surround her ? She has
but to speak and a hundred arms are bared in her
defence ; and with only the talisman of her
womanly purity, she can walk the earth with the
freedom of a goddess and the sanctity of a saint.

There is a jealousy in the minds of some women
as to Masonry, which often amounts to bitter
prejudice—for they regard it as a rival, and, in a
woman's eyes, a rival is the one intolerable thing
even though it were an angel. Wishing, as it is
their nature to reign supreme in one heart, they
are disappointed to find Masonry already enshrined
there—and they cannot help but hate her. Be
lenient with this fault, I pray you. She errs, not
so much through excess of hate to all Masons, as
through excess of love for one. And I am not
sure that the loved one may not be to blame, in a
measure, for this. He may have made this magic
word a cloak to hide some wayward step—for,
outside of their invisible barrier, Masons are very
much like other men .

Woman is slow to be convicted against the
natural impulses of her heart, but let her once
accept the truth into her soul, and she will die for
it. Bat the prejudiced ones are a small minority
that is fast dwindling away. The work is done
so silently that woman hears nothing of it till it
is brought home to her ; but then it lodges there
for ever—its memory can never die. She sees
that power which could overturn an empire, stoop,
in its gentleness, to dry her children's tears. She
sees the ear that listens calmly to the voice of
kings and the counselings of sages, bend ten-
derly to hear her meek complaiut .

Oh ! who can tell what Masonry has done for

women 1 Where are the records of its work, like
snow fall in its silence, like the everlasting hills in
permanence ? Not on perishable paper leaves can
this be written, not in the printed annals of the
day is blazoned forth the story of this charity,
most beautiful, most God-like. But by a million
firesides is the story whispered by the father's
thin pale lips—it is recorded deep upon the w dow's
heart—ib is repeated in the orphan's prayer.

But this has ever been . " The poor ye have
always with you." Would you read a record yet
more forcible ? Go to the battle-field, ancl in the
midst of the most frightful carnage, see a man
risk his life ancl limb to succour one—not his
bosom friend, nor his companion-in-arms, nor yet
his mother's son—but his brother, though he never
looked .upon his face before. He has recognized,
the mystic sign, and life has but this one purpose,,
to relieve this stranger brother. Go to the hos-
pitals, and see the dim eyes brighten, and the pale
lips smile, to meet the beloved signal they alone
can read. Here the nurses tell of the strange-
peace that steals over the fevered minds, the trust-
ing child-like security under which their wounded
rest, and then ask what is Masonry.

" What has this to do with women ?" Every-
thing. Does it not reach the seat of her dearest-
affections by ministering to those dearer to her
than her own life ? When the lone'-looked-for
letter comes, dated m a hospital—written by
stranger hands, but dictated by the lips of their
own loved soldier boy, telling the watchful care
and attention bestowed upon him by his broth ers-
of the Order, think you the loving women that
cluster round that hearth-stone forget the name
of Masonry when they pray ? If so, you little-
known woman's heart.

Masons, let me but once give voice to the thou-
sand unuttered blessings that woman breathes for
you, and in me see the symbol of the gratitude they
can not speak. I care not for the mysteries of
Masonry—in my soul I know is one grand prin-
ciple. Charity, sweet charity ! of which the Saviour-
said : " It is the greatest of all these." To add
another proof that even a cup of water shall not
be forgotten, I will unfold the volume of my heart,
and read the record there.

I have seen my childhood's dearest idol—one
only sister—fading slowly away from me, going
back to our mother's bosom—and through all the
long years that have intervened, and through all
that are to come, I never can forget a few clusters



of grapes, so grateful to her fevered lips, sent in
the name of Masonry. The memory of that would
have bound me to you had I no other tie.

I have heard a father—that I worshipped as men
are seldom worshipped in this world—breathe
fervent blessings on the name of Masonry. He
taught me to revere and love it as a thing. He
was a Mason, and I am proud to be his daughter.

But still a deeper cord than this vibrates within
my soul. I can but lightly touch upon it, for my
feelings are too deep for utterance. Suddenly cut
off from all support, a widow, in a strange land,
penniless, with my fatherless children clinging to
me for succour, dark enough seemed life's path-
way, till, like inspiration, came the thought of Ma-
sonry. It was the "open ses-satne " to hope
and peace.

If I were a man, I'd be a Mason. As I am a
woman, I can only do what is allowed me. My
daughter shall rise up and call you blessed ; and,
if a mother's teachings can avail naught, my son
shall grow up worthy to be joined with you. The
prayers of a widowed mother shall add one more
ray to the lustre of your reward, for God himself
said : " Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of
the least of these, ye have done it unto me."—
Masonic Trowel.

ATMOSPHERIC DISTURBANCES.

During the last fortnight we have been inundated with
letters of complaint—many written by brethren of eniinenco,
men of mark in Masonry—referring to subjects deserving tho
best attention o£" the powers that be " and " those whom it may
concern ," and portending, by the low rumbling sounds of dis-
content they contain, on some two or three of the subjects of
these complaints—an increasing amount of dissatisfaction and a
coming storm.

The first of these complaints is ono which demands deferential
treatment at our hands, aud proper consideration by the mem-
bers of our Order—that its mention may not be considered
as an impertinent interference with the prerogative of our most
revered chief, the Most Worshipful Grand Master ; it would
however, he a still greater mistake to conceal from his Lordshi p
the fact that great complaints do exist of the state of arrears in
the secretarial department of the Grand Lodge; that official
documents, that ought long ago to have been delivered , have
been detained unduly for want of a signature or signatures ;
and that generally, whilst the assistant oflicers may be
striving their best to keep the machinery of the
Secretary 's office going, they hav e now been without a
responsible head of the department for several weeks, the
late Grand Secretary having died more than four weeks ago,

no one has, it seems, yet been appointed to perform his
duties ad interim, to sign warrants, certificates , and other
documents which are said to be accumulating largely in the
office of the Grand Secretary. It is suggested in some of the

letters we hav e received , that in the present emergency, and

to allow his Lordship, the Eight Worshipful the Grand Master,

his own good time, to exercise his own good pleasure as to tho

appointment of a successor to the late Bro. Gray Clarke ; the

Grand Registrar should be authorized to sign such documents.

Another subject of complaint, and one that ive feel less diffi-

culty in ventilatin g, is the alleged unsatisfactory state of some

of the Masonic Provinces, and more particularly the present

condition of the United Province of Berks and Bucks, which

certainly appears to demand the more serious attention , and the

prompt action of tho Acting Head to matters which it is sup-

posed he is, or should be, cognizant ; and reference is made to

the last travestie of a Provincial Grand Lodge Meeting, held

at Maidenhead , and it is urged by nearly all who have written

upon the subject of the United Province, that the sooner two or

three things are done, the better for Masonry; the first is, that the

two counties be legally dis-uuited and erected into two separate

Masonic Provinces ; the second is, that they be each put under

a Provincial Grand Master ; and until these changes be effected,

a Provincial Grand Master should be charaed with the affairs

of the Province.
Another source of discontent exists as to the modern which

the appointments of Provincial Grand Masters are made, as one
not the most conducive to the well-being of the Order, and, ill
many cases, to that internal good-will, peace, and harmony
which we are all taught should characterise Freemasons and
Freemasonry. Some of our correspondents suggest that the
members of each province, as knowing best tho increments of
tho Masonic body, and [those brethren likely to bo most useful
in the usual and general interests of Freemasonry, should elect

their own bead, subject to approval or confirmation by Grand
Lodge. This suggestion is impressively urged as being now an
absolute necessity, by more than ono hi ghly distinguished and
conservative member of our Order. We aro reminded in one
of the letters, of the unsatisfactory state of things so long
existing in an insular province which , notwithstanding the

honest representations made to head quarters , was allowed to
exist as a Masonic scandal for several years. Sow, if such
things have been and have only, after long ag itation , been
redressed, we are impressed with the reasonableness of the
supposition that other equally good grounds for complaint may-
exist elsewhere, and still remain unattended to, probabl y con-
sequent upon the known disinclination on the part of members
of the governing body to attend to representations of such a
nature. Still , we say, matters of this kind will not stand

shirking for ever i it is better to look them straight in the face

and deal with tl-.sm according to the altered conditions of

things, remembering that, whilst the worl d moves on and all

things change, the administration of Masonic affairs mus '

march with the general progress.



Again complaints were made that some Provincial Secretaries
are afflicted with the idea that the affairs of a Province are
only of interest to the P.G.M., his deputy and Wardens, and in
a secondary degree to the Masters of the Lodges within tbe
Province; and that neither the Past Masters nor the other sub-
scribing members of the lodges have any direct interest in the
business of the Provincial Meeting; and that as to other mem-
bers of the Masonic body outside the province, they have no
right to be informed of when or where a Provincial Grand
Lodge is to be held. Now it is thought that the sooner such
ineu are put right aud made to understand their duties to all
the members of the subordinate lodges within the provinces in
particular, and to the members of tbe Masonic body in general
the better for them and for Freemasonry, and the less fre-
quently shall we hear of such miserable travesties as the
Maidenhead meeting, or such hole-and-corner proceedings as
has been complained of in connection with the last Provincial
Meeting in the county of Kent, with both of which meetings
some considerable dissatisfaction seems to have obtained ex-
pression—though whether well or ill grounded, or to the full
extent of some of our correspondents ' complaints we have our-
selves no means of jud ging.

Another source of complaint, and of comments strong and by
no means complimentary to the jud gment of the Committee is
in relation to what is considered the inefficient mode in which
tbe proposed celebration in honour of our greatly esteemed and
much respected Grand Master is being carried out, thus far,
and allegations of incompetency in the originators and leaders
of the movement, and the probabilit y of this grand opportunit y
being lost or ineffectively availed of, if the supposed hole-and-
corner practices of the Committee are permitted to continue.
That the brethren should desire to be more fully informed as to
what is proposed to be done, and how and when they will be
permitted to assist by taking part in the great work, is natural
enough, and it is to be hoped that all causes of dissatisfaction
will shortly be removed, and those who hav e a right to know
may have an opportunity afforded them of knowing what is
from time to time proposed to be done in honour of the Most
Worshipful the Giand Master.

These are but a few examples of what we have been asked to
publish as matters of serious complaint ; and we but do our
duty in submitting, in a modified form, such of those as are
most prominent and pressed upon our attention, and we shall
for the present reserve our comments thereupon ; meanwhile,
we only act as the safety-valve of the machine, in the belief
that it is better 'to allow surplus steam to blow off in one course,
than to bottle it up and risk the bursting of the boiler.

ADVANCING I-BOM THEOEY TO PRACTICE.—Bro. the Rev. S.
T. Kevill, Prov. G. Chap, of Staffordshire, suggests that Free-
masons who have leisure should form themselves into disciplined
encampments, go out to Australia and New Zealand, and build
small churches in places destitute of places of worship. The
rev. Bro. has correspondents in New Zealand who have to travel
fifty miles to church , and he feels certain that such a fraternity
as he suggests would be welcomed in many villages as a blessing,
and treated accordingly.

MASONIC NOTES AND QUERIES-

JEWS IN LODGES.

As there are so many attacks of late on brethren
of the Jewish persuasion and other believers in God,
insinuating that they are irreligious persons and unfit
to be made Masons, and, as they have for so long
been admitted as Masons and leaders in the Craft ,
may I ask what are the earliest names of Jewish
Masons and Grand Officers. — CIECLE.

THE GLOEIOUS AECHETECT OE HEAVES' AND EAETH.

The ensuing stanzas are ascribed to the late Lord
Brougham. The religious sentiments which they con-
tain entirely accord with those which I know him to
have expressed to intimate friends, sometimes in
letters, sometimes by word of mouth, at different
times during the period of thirty-eight years preced-
ing his death-1830 to 1868 :—

I.
" There is a God," all Nature cries ;

A thousand tongues proclaim
His arm almig hty, mind all-wise,
And bid each voice in chorus rise,

To magnify His name.

II.
Thy name, great nature 's Sire divine,

Assiduous we adore ;
Rejecting godheads at whose sh rine
Benighted nations blood and wine

Iu vain libations pour.

III.
Yon countless worlds in endless space

Myriads of miles each hour
Their mighty orbs as curious trace,
As the blue circle studs the face

Of that enamelled flower.

IV.

But Thou , too madest that floweret gay
To glitter in the dawn :

The Hand that fixed the lamp of day,
The blazing comet launched away,

Painted the verdant lawn.

V.

" As falls a sparrow to the ground ,
Obedient to Thy will,"

By the same law those globes wheel round ,
Each drawing each, yet all still found
Jn one eternal system bound

One order to fulfil.

CHAELES PUETON COOPE B.

" E. T." AND THE GEAND LODGE OE SCOTLAND.

Bro. "E. Y." is quite right in my humble opinion
in stating (interrogatively) that the Grand Lodge of
Scotland , formed A.D. 1736, was in imitation of the
Grand Lodge of England of A.D. 1717, and so was
the Grand Lodge of York, and so were all the early
Grand Lodges. IsTo Grand Lodges corresponding in
nature to the present ones ever existed before A.D.
1717. I feel scire that Bro. Lyon (my esteemed
friend , who has written on this subject so exhaustively
in his " History of Mother Kilwinning) will quite
agree with Bro. " R.Y." on that point. Concerning
the " Three Black Crows," I will say nothing more
just now.—"WILLIAM JAMES HUGHAN.



THE WOED "TEUE ."

A correspondent is right in a -remark that he makes
respecting the application of the word "true," both to
universal Freemasonry and particular Freemasonry.
lb should be borne in mind that universal Freema-
"sonry is true Freemasonry absolutely ; but no parti-
cular Freemasonry is true Freemasonry absolutel y.—
"0. P. COOPEE.

MOTHER KILWINNING S CHAETEES.

Record seems not to have been preserved of char-
ters granted by Mother Kilwinning for the establish-
ment of lod ges anterior to the year 1G77.—From Bro-
PUETON COOPEE'S Masonic Memoranda.

EOSA CETJCIS.

See a letter thus signed, and entitled " Theism and
Deism," page 69 of the present volume. For reasons
which will readily occur to the minds of those having
any experience of literary discussion and controversy,
the complaints which Biosa Crucis briugs against my
communications must be left to the j udgment of in-
telligent readers. It will be assumed that there exist
no material s of defence, or excuse, except such as may
be found in the communications themselves.—C. P.
COOPEE .

DUTIES OP OPEIOEES.

In the belief that the pages of your valuable
Magazine would be a fitting medium for the inter-
change of opinion on Masonic subjects, I think it
letter to withhold names of persons and places, so
that personalities may be kept out of the discussion.
The following cases for the opinion of Masonic
¦jurists are presented as a first instalment :—1st. A
Past Master having for some years ceased to sub-
scribe to any lodge, is employed as Tyler, can he
constitutionally be permitted to work the cere-
monies of the lodge, the Master being unable to
•do his own work ? 2nd. Can a brother other than a
"Warden , Master, or Past Master, hold any office in
a Provincial Lodge? 3rd. Are Provincial Grand
honours conferred for the life of the recipient so
long as he. is a subscribing member to some lodge in
the province, or does the honour terminate with the
¦life of the grantor ?—ALPHA.

THEISTS.

All members of the English Lodge are necessarily
Theists. They are Christian Theists, Hebrew Theists,
Parsee Theists, Mahommedau Theists, or Natural
Theists.—From Bro. PUETON COOPEE'S Manuscript
Masonic Collections.

NOAOHIAN DELUGE.

A brother , who describes himself as the Chaplain
of a North Country Lodge, is mistaken. The law
does not require a clergyman of the Church of Eng-
land to believe the Bible narrative of the Noachian
deluge.—C. P. COOPEE .

THE LAAVS OP NATUEE.

Bro. " J. W. S.," some of the laws of nature are
known, aud some are unknown ; but the known and
the unknown laws alike are manifestations of the
Will of the Great Architect of the Universe.—C P.
COOPEE .

CORRESPONDENCE.

The Editor is not responsible fo r  the op inions expressed by Correspondents .

CHIYALEOITS MAS ONE Y.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS JIAGAZIIfE AXD MASONIC HiaROH.

Dear Sir and Brother,—Being appealed to on a
benevolent errand of Masonic charity hy Bro.
"W. H. J. in your most valuable Magazine of all true
Masonry, let me be allowed to thank him for the
compliment. I do not want to compete with any
brother, or to take the bread of Masonic chivalry out
of any other brother's mouth , but I shall be glad to
help Bro. ~W. H. J., so far as I can legitimately, if he
will favour me with his private address, and will even
help his brother Bro. iu Japan, if I can—always, as I
say, legitimately, and according to the constitutions
of the several Orders of Masonic Knighthood to
which I belong.

It may be some objection to me that I cannot just
yet assist him so far as to make him a Prince Mason,
not having yet gone into that business, but may, and
confining myself at present to the legitimate branch
of Masonic Orders of Knighthood , in which I flatter
myself no other brother can compete . The beauty of
my system is that it is a quintessence, and it will not
inflict on initiates the tedium of other systems. No
other brother, so far as I know, has given more than
seven degrees successively at one sitting, not even on
the occasion referred to at Jersey or Guernsey ; now
I undertake to confer twenty Orders of Masonic
Knighthood , with suitable ritual , at one sitting. The
beauty of my system is that it is founded on a system,
all the other rituals are founded on one ba.'iis, and
very much alike. Now, by combining all together in
suitable proportions—the Garter, the Templar, the
Eed Cross, the Bath, St. John of Jerusalem, &c.—I
get a quintessence, and the candidates get what they
want—their decorations and their certificates paying
their fees. I should warn Bro. "W. H. J. that none
others are correct , because they are afraid to apply
the principle to the full. The Eed Cross annex the
K.H.S., and the Templars the K.S. J., but they do not
go far enough. These things depen d on certain
natural sequences. I do not j oin the K.T. and K.S. J.,
which were opposition orders, nor the K.E.C.C. with
the K.H.S., although it is alleged Constantine in-
vented the one and Helena visited the other. I annex
the K.S.J, to the Order of the Garter, and the K.H.S.
to the Order of the Bath, and the K.E.C.C. to the
Order cf St. Andrew, so that they cannot come into
collision.

Speaking play fully, but earnestly—there are suit-
able occasions for j oking in Masonry—I do not want
to go to Hong Koug or Japan , but I will go to either
in the cause of Masonry if my expenses are paid. I
could go to Stamford Hill, as the gorgeous para-
phanalia of the several orders and degrees is so
aTauged and compressed as to go into a carpet-bag,
but 1 should object to deteriorate the solemnity of
the rituals in a bachelor 's tea-parlour. It appears to
me, the nearest public-house is a more suitable and
solemn situation for the performance of the rituals, if
it has a square and compasses on it.

Yours fraternall y,
W. HAEEIS.



MASONIC INTOLEEANCE.
TO THE EDITOR 0! THE FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE AUD MASONIC MIEEOE.

Dear Sir and Brother,—A correspondent signing
" Eosa Crucis," brings to a head the attacks which
have for some sime marked your journal , by attesting
that Theists, Atheists, and Deists, are all equally re-
pugnant to the feelings, common sense, and religious
opinions of English Freemasons. Before such per-
sons undertake to respond for English Freemasons,
or for common sense, or common honesty, he must
exculpate himself from mixing up Deists with
Atheists, their antipodes, No Deist has attacked
Christians in your columns ; and it comes with very
ill grace that such attacks as those of Eosa Crucis and
others should be made while he chooses to belong to a
Deistic institution like Freemasonry, and to profess a
Deistic religion like Christianity, in virtue of which
its members can unite in the worship of the Great
Architect of the Universe. It is unseemly when we
have lodges in London and elsewhere exclusively
composed of Masons who are Deists—and who have
never been known to be wanting in the duties of
Masonry—to insult Jews, Deists, and Mahometans,
who are Masons of right, or to mix them up with
Atheists, who have no right to be Masons, is an un-
justifiable proceeding, and a foolish one when coming
from a Christian. A Jew quia Jew may claim to be
admitted into the mysteries of Masonry, but how can
a Christian quia a Christian put forward such a pre-
tension.

Yours fraternally,
CIECLE.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR .

Dear Sir and Brother,—It is strange but true that
the so-called Christian attacks on other religions
emanate, not from Craft Masons, but the professors
of what some regard as illegitimate institutions—the
Ancient and Accepted Eite, the sham Society of the
Eosicrucians, &c.—and a very bad specimen do they
set forth of their doctrines. Such an example ia
given by the Rosicrucian Eosa Crucis in your last
number. It is well enough known that the Eose
Cross degree was hatched and worked up in France
by French philosophers, and did not originate in any
religious spirit. If the Eosicrucian thicks his degree
is a Christian degree, his French brother will expound
to him that it is a philosophic degree, illustrating the
superiority of philosop hy and Masonry over
Christianity, which is the legitimate development of
the degree. If he or any others have perverted these
degrees into a Christian form, the French and other
nations have a just right to complain, but Eosa Crucis
has gained no dunghill from which to crow.

Yours fraternall y,
A P.M. & P.Z.

THE DRUIDS.
THE EDirOR OF THE FIIRESUSONS ' JIAOAzWE AMD MASONIC MIRROR.

Dear Sir and Brother ,—The following paragraph
may be of interest to your readers . There are many
Masons who believe iu the Masonic character of
Druidism ; and to them the shape of their temples

simply suggests the most ancient of Masonic symbols
—the point within a circle :—

Yours fraternally," *m so0.
" STONEHENGE .—In Tyrrell's General History of

England,' the fabulous origin of Stonehenge is scorn-
fully rejected, but uot without a leaning to the belief
that it was founded by Aurelius, because he was both
crowned and buried within its precincts. Polydore
Yergil's mention of Stonehenge as the monument of
Ambrosius, and its near neighbourhood to Ambres-
bury are held in favour of the supposition that the
mysterious structure should be assigned to Aurelius
rather than to either the Eomans or the Danes. In
truth, the one had as much to do with it as the
other. A sounder and more ample knowledge of
Druidical mythology has established its remote an-
tiquity. Long years before Saxon or Dane infested
the coasts of Britain, long years before the Eoman
legionaries encountered the scythe-armed cars of the
Britons, those ponderous stones had been set up in
symmetrical order, and arranged in the form of a Cor
Gawr—a great circle, or sanctuary. Here at once
we have a clue to the Chorea Gigantum of the
monastic chroniclers, and the Gyauntes' Karol, or
Giants1 Dance of the scarcely more imaginative
romance writers. This Cor Gawr was probably, as
Mr. Eoberts suggests, not merely a temple for
religious sacrifices, but a place of popular assembly
under religious auspices. In the immediate neigh-
bourhood stood in ancient times a Druidical monas-
tery, containing, according to one account, 300 ;
according to another, 360 priests. The stones them-
selves were called Ainbres, or the Anointed, just as
the famous roeking-stone in Cornwall was known as
the Main Ambre, or the Anointed Stone, essential
oils being poured upon them. This was also an
eastern custom, as we read in the book of Genesis
that ' Jacob rose up early in the morning, and took
the stone that he had put for his pillow, and set it
up for a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it.'
The neighbouring town of Abury, it is well known,
is but a corruption of Ambresbury, perhaps the
Ambres of the Abiri or Cabiri—the Dii Potentes.
Dr. Stukeley, who though a bad geologist, is a trust-
worthy authority ou matters that come within his "
more peculiar province, affirms that the disposition of
the stones both at Stonehenge and at Abury attest
some knowledge of the magnet, aud quotes the state-
ment of Sanchoniathon that Ouranos devised stones
that moved as having life, and which could have been
no other than the loadstone. Dr. Smith, again, is of
opinion that the Cor Gawr was the Grand Orrery of
the Druids, and there can be no doubt that it was
constructed to represent the projection of the sphere
on the plane of the horizon. The similarity between
the Druidical worship and that of the Magi escaped
not the observa tion of Pliny, who says that the
Britons might have been taken for Persians by their
reverence for fire, their detestation of idols, and their
roofless temples. In all likelihood, Stonehenge was
both an astronomical monument, and a pantheon, in
which animals, and even men were offered up in sacri-
fice. There is nothing, indeed, to show that the
Druids worshipped the serpent, the sinuous outline
of the great temple at Abury being merely the type
of the sun's course through the heavens."



THE HIGH DEGEEES AND BEO.
MANNINGHAM.

TO THE EDITOR OF THB FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE AND MASONIO MIEROB.

Dear Sir and Brother,—There will he at last an
end of dispute relating to the origin of the so-called
high degrees.

From the Haag (Netherlands) I received the
following letter of Bro. Hirtzveld, with an article on
" Freemasonry, its origin, &c, " a very interesting,
diligent, and important lecture, printed in the " Free-
masons' Year-book," of which a translation into the
German -will be published in the next issue of the
" Annual Communications of the Union of German
Freemasons." As there are some corresponding
members of the union in England and Scotland, I do
not doubt, a translation into English will be furnished
to you for this Magazine.

Yours fraternally,
J. G. FINDEL.

The letter runs on in this way :—¦
"Yery "Worsh. and dear Bro.—Your valuable

" History of Freemasonry " has gained an unexpected
confirmation in some of its most important points.
A -witness, whose honour and competence no one can
dispute, has risen from his tomb after more than one
hundred years' slumber, to testify to the truth of
some historical facts.

" By means of a happy event there has come into
my hands a communication from the famous Deputy
Grand Master of England , Bro. Manningham, to the
then Grand Lodge of the Netherlands, dated London ,
12th July, 1757, which proves (1.) that no higher
degrees, with the only exception of the three Craft
degrees, belong to pure ancient Freemasonry ; (2),
that before 1717 the now existing rituals have been
worked j (3), that the introduction of the so-called
high degrees took place after 1740.

" This estimable document, put down in the archives
of our Grand Lodge, I have published, with other
letters belonging to it, and my remarks and notes in
the ' Yrijmetselaars Yaarbookje. '

" Of your work I have made use to some extent,
and you will be glad, I hope, to receive a copy of my
lecture," &c. Yours fraternally,

" Bro. L. H. HEETZVELD,
" Member of the Council of the

L'Union Eoyal, &c."
"Haag,

" 21st April, 1868."
"To Bro. J. G. Findel, Leipzig."
The letter of Bro. Manningam to Bro. Saner, at

Haag, runs on in this way :—
"Sir and Bro.—I am quite ashamed that your

obliging letter should lay by me so long unanswered,
but I hope you will excuse me when I assure you it
was not owing to neglect or disrespect ; but -want of
opportunity to satisfy myself on some points relating
to the variety of Masonry, and you mention the name
of Scotch Masonry.

"I was determined to consult our brethren in
Scotland, particularly our Bro. Lord Aberdour , who
is son and heir to the Earl of Morton , and an
exceeding good Mason, as such he has filled the chair
in Scotland , and his lordship is now-elected Grand

Master in England, on the Marquis of Carnarvon's
resignation.

"Lord Aberdour and all the Scotch Masons (or
rather Scotch gentlemen that are Masons) that I have
conversed with—and I have made it my business to
consult many—are entirely unacquainted with the
forms and titles you mention, and which you justly
call the charlatanery of Masonry. Amongst some of
our lowest brethren , J have met with, and frequently
heard of such irregularities—irregularities I justly
call them, because they deviate so much from our
usual ceremonies, and are so full of innova tions, that
in process of time the ancient landmarks will be
destroyed by the fertile genius of brethren who will
improve or alter, if only to give specimen of their
abilities and imaginary consequence, so that in a few
years it will be as difficult to understand Masonry as
to distinguish the points or accents of the Hebrew or
Greek language, now almost obscured by the iudustry
of critics and commentators.

" Three foreign gentlemen and Masons lately visited
the lodge I belong to, and were introduced by me to
the Grand Lodge and the Grand East ; by dis-
coursing/with these gentlemen I find that in Germany,
Holland, and Switzerland in some places have Orders
of Masons unknown to us, viz., Knights of the>
Sword, of the Eagle, of the Holy Land, with a long
train of et ceteras. Surely these points of Masonry
must be wonderful , I am certain they are very new;.
besides, these dignified and distinguished Orders, I
find , have signs, tokens, &c, peculiar to their respec-
tive dignities, and adorn themselves with different
coloured ribbons.

" I should be glad, with your assistance and tho
assistance of the brethren in Hollan d, to settle these
intricate and confused points, and wish to know
(especially from the brethren who distinguish them-
selves by the denomination of Scotch Masons) from
whence they received their constitution; the Grand
Master of Scotland, who, I presume they acknowledge
head of their society, being entirely unacquainted
with their Order. To Lord Aberdour and several
other Scotch noblemen and gentlemen that are good
Masons, I have to communicate your letter, likewise
the information I received from those foreign brethren,
one of whom was an officer in the Dutch service ; but
from the strictest enquiries I can make, can only say
they have racked their genius ancl endeavours to make
Masonry unintelligible and useless.

" These innovations are of very late years, and I
believe the brethren will find a difficulty to produce
a Mason acquainted with any such forms, twenty,
nay, ten years. My own father has been a Mason
these fifty years, and has been at lodges in Holland,
France, and England. He knows none of these
ceremonies. Grand Master Payne, who succeeded
Sir Christopher Wren, is a stranger to them, as is
likewise one old brother of ninety, who I conversed
with lately. This brother assures me he was made a
Mason in his youth, and has constantly frequented
lodges till rendered incapable by his advanced age,
and never heard, or knew, any other ceremonies or-
words than those used in general amongst us; such
forms were delivered to him , and those lie has retained.
As to Knights of the Sword, Eagle, &c, the know-
ledge of them never reached his ears till I informed
him of them. The only Orders that we know are



¦three—Master s, Fellow-Crafts , and Apprentices—and
none of them ever arrive at the honour of knight-
-hood _ by Masonry ; and I believe you can scarcely
imagine, that in ancient time the dignity of knight-
hood flourished amongst Freemasons, whose lod ges
heretofore consisted of Operative, not Speculative
Masons. Knights of the Eagle, Knights of the
-Sword, I have read in romance ; the great Don
'Quixote himself was Knignt of the Brazen Helmet,
when he had vanquished the barber. Knights of the
Holy Land , St. John of Jerusalem, Templars, &c,
have existed , and I believe now exist in the Knights

•of Malta, but what is that to Masonry ? I never
heard that those Orders or honours were obtained by
skill in Masonry, or that they belonged to the frater-
nity of Freemasons, worthy members of their Order
and honour , but imagine they did not think such
-titles obtained by Masonry alone.

" Universal benevolence, brotherly love, friendship,
and truth , acting by the square and living within
¦compass , are, or oug ht to be, the tenets of Masonry,
the rule and guide of our actions. Let us be good
Masons ; we may look with scorn on other honours
or titles. It is at all times in our power to be good
Masons, and I think we ought to be contented , and
not search the aerial field of romance for additional
-titles. Use your utmost endeavour , dear brother, to
.prevent a really valuable society from degenerating
aud being lost in obscurity, by aiming at titles, to
which the very nature of our society cannot give us
a claim.

" The only distinction of ribbons or jewels that we
make in our lodges, you will find in our " Book of
Constitutions," viz., Grand Oflicers wear their jewels
gilt, pendant on blue ribbons , aud their aprons lined
with blue ; those brethren that have served the office
of Steward at our grand feast (from which number
all Grand Officers, except Grand Master, must be
elected), wear their jewels of silver on red ribbons,
and line their aprons with red ; all other brethren
wear white aprons, aud their jewels pendant on white
ribbons, neither are thev suffered to wear other
jewels than^the square, level, and plutnb, the compass
belonging only to the Grand Master.

"You mention your design of electing a noble
Grand Master amongst yourselves, I have communi-
cated that part of your letter to our Grand Lodge ;
they have no objection to such election, but seem
pleased with your intention , neither will they claim
more than brotherly love and friendl y correspondence
from your Grand Master, and -will use their utmost
endeavours to settle every thiug on a proper basis, and
be cautious how they interfere or grant constitutions
for Holland. The constitutions already granted by
us, I presume, your Grand Blaster will not disapprove ;
their titles and places of meeting our constitution
hook will inform you. Our Grand Master commands
me to inform you that he is desirous of a corre-
spondence with your Grand Master when elected,
and we will use our endeavours that it be properly
maintained by the respective deputies or Grand
-Secretaries, as we cannot expect Grand Masters,
either in England or-Holland , to give themselves
such trouble at all times ; and I hope you will find
future deputies more alert in their correspondence
than I have been to you , for which I sincerely ask
your pardon and forgiveness.

" The Marquis of Carnarvon has resigned the chair
to Lord Aberdour, who is now G.M., aud our worthy
Bro. Eevis, D.G.M., but I have permission to sign
this letter as D.G.M., aud if you favour us with a
line, take the same method as before by Mr. Hopp's
secretary, who will convey your commands to me, and
I will take care they are properly honoured.

"The late and present G.M. desire their respects
to our brethren ; please to accept likewise of the
respects of, Dear Sir and Bro.,

" Your most affect., &c,
" T. MANNINGHAM,

"D.G.M."
"Jermyn-street ,

"12th July, 1757."

THE HOT "WEATHEE, AND ITS INFLUENCE
ON SCOTT LSH FREEMASONRY.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS ' MAGAZINE AND MASONIO MIRROR.

" The sun's perpendicular height illumines the depths of the sea ;
The fishes beginning to sweat, cry, . . " &c, &c.

Dear Sir and Brother .—The intense heats we read
and hear about as peculiarly the condition of tropical
atmospheres have reached this hard , cold country of
ours, cooling down the little enthusiasm my country-
men ordinarily feel, even about kirks and polities Ice
is at a premium, and—shade of Brother Burns—is
even used just now to cool Scotch whiskey. Music
halls are shutting up, theatres deserted, and lodges
closed. By the way, it is said there is one still open.
At the late grand demonstration in Perth, on the
occasion of the foundation stone of a factory being
laid, the chief functionaries dismissed the brethre n
without closing the lodge. Scotland has no Masonic
homes or charitable institutions, so this said lodge
has, no doubt, been left open for houseless brethren.
Grand Lodge is doing nothing. This puts me in
mind of a class which ought to be muzzled as
well as dogs. I mean those grumbling old fellows
who say that Grand Lodge never did do anything
except gather in fees and give diplomas, which are
little use at home, and not much use abroad. They
say Grand Lodge now aud then gives her countenance
to the laying a foundation stone, which these old
grumblers say "doesn 't better the building in the
least. I can remember one occasion when the pre-
siding Grand Master was not treated with that re-
verence he thought himself entitled to, and got indig-
nant. I can't tell whether his indignation had got
into the cavity along with the coins, &c, and had
afterwards expanded ; but certain it is that the walls
of the building afterwards bulged out, and had partly
to be taken down . Those subtle in tracing cause
and effect may solve the matter.

All this is to be mended. I don't mean the build-
ing—that is mended already—but the causes for
grumbling are to be remedied. The energetic and re-
spected nobleman , the Eight Hon. the Earl of
Dalhousie, now filling the Scotch Masonic throne
has already commenced lodge visitations, and it is
expected that his large intellect and great influence
will raise Scotch Masonry both in the estimation of
the craft and the public. The lodges may be said to
be closed for the season ; but during the past winter



much good work has been done in Scotland. There
has been a movement going on for some time past to
purify-the ceremonies from the vulgarities which en-
cumbered them ; and , in one province there have been
meetings in the several towns in order to get up an
uniform system of working. These have not been so
well attended as they deserved , perhaps from them
being limited to present Masters and "Wardens , there-
by excluding some of the oldest and most experienced
brethren ; seeing the failure which had attended the
provincial meetings. Bro. Logie, the R.W.M. of No.
47 G.L.S., issued invitations to the lodges in his
neighbourhood , and after several very successful and
instructive meetings, a committee has been formed to
draw up a ritual to ue worked in open lodge, to which
all qualified brethren shall be invited, and the proper
steps taken to ascertain how much of, and in what
form , the ritual can be used consistent with the Ma-
sonic O.B. The past season lias also been highly suc-
cessful in its meetings for lectures, readings, and lodges
of instruction , and by arranging for future subj ects
which may still further advance the moral knowled ge
and intelligence of the craft , rendering the office of
the J.W. less of a sinecure than it has been hitherto.
The fees for initiation are also raised in many lod ges.
A few more visits fro m the more intelligent of our
English Masonic brethren—such as those which were
paid^to us in Dundee and other places during the
meeting of the British Association last year, by
yourself and others—would be of infinite benefit to
Scotch Freemasonry .

Yours fraternally,

MASONIC CHARITIES.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR,

_ Dear Sir and Brother,—In your last number you pub-
lished a tabular statement of the provincial contributions
to the Masonic Charities , which was produced at the
Prov. Grand Lodge at Eareham by Bro. Sherry. From
that statement it would appear that in the province of
Hereford there are 15 lodges, and that the gross amount
subscribed to the Charities in. 1867 in the province was
£8 8s. Will you allow me to correct the statement ?
There are only four Craft Lodges in the province : the
Palladian , meeting at Hereford ; the Vitruvian , at Ross;
the Eastnor, at Ledbury; and the Royal Edward at Leo-
minster. I cannot speak as to the amount contributed
by three of these lodges, but I know that the Yitruvian
subscribed £2 2s. the Boys' School, and that a brother, a
member of a lodge, subscribes to both the Boys' and
Girls' Schools. I quite agree with Bro. Sherry that the
charities are not supported as they should be by such a
large and wealthy body of men, as Masons undoubtedly
are ; but I must protest against this province being so
inaccurately described in your list. I may mention that
at the last Prov. G. Lodge, the R.W. Prov. G.M. pro-
posed, and it was unanimously agreed, that the permis-
sive clause in the Book of Constitutions, number 4, re-
lating to Prov. G-. Lodge Charities, should be adopted ,
and that therefore in future we shall do more than wc
have done in the past. There is a R.A. Chapter in
Hereford, which increases the number of lodges to
five.

Yours fraternall y,
J. E. HEWETT, Prov. G. Assist. Sec.

Ross, 10th August, 1868.

ROYAL MASONIC INSTITUTION FOR BOYS.
IO THE EDITOR OF THE "FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR."

Dear Sir and Brother,—I am neither ignorant nor
unmindful of the many rumours, reports, and insinua-
tions which have for some time been so rife with refer-
ence to this institu tion, its management, and executive.
From the letter of " P.M." in your last week's issue, I
infer that these reports , &o-, are about to assume tangible
shape. I hope such may be the case. Do the " five
provinces," which withhold their support , refrain from
sending candidates for admission to this school ? In one
instance I know, that, while support is scanty, candidates
are abundant; and I do not doubt but that inquiry will
prove that in the other four provinces the same anomaly
will be found. I am writing this in the country with-
out present- means of access to our books. Singularly
enough, the only plea urged as affecting us—the col-
lector's remuneration—should equally affect the two
other institutions, as in each case that remuneration is
fixed on the same basis—an d yet we are told that the
Girls' School and the Benevolent Institution are " libe-
rally supported" (by these "five provinces ") while we
are neglected.

Let specific charges be openly brought forward, so
that they may be fairly met ; it is worse than useless to
fight with shadows.

On behalf of all concerned in the conduct of the
affairs of this Institution , I state, without hesitation ,
that they court inquiry, and will not shrink from inves-
tigation; but they deprecate covert , insinuations or
anonymous detraction. To those whose confidence is
unshaken, it will be satisfactory to know that our benefits
were never so urgently or extensively sought, and that
the value of those benefits never was so severely tested,
and so conclusively proved , as at the present time.—In
sound faith , in stron g hope—aye, and for all these un-
worthy reflections—in full charity, I am

Yours fraternally,
FREDERICK BINCKES , Sec.

Hastings, August 10, 1868.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREEMASONS' MAGAZINE AND MASONIC MIRROR.

Dear Sir and Brother ,—I notice in the Freem asons'
Magazine, of the Sbh inst., a letter from Bro. Hughan
asking for the result of the April election to the Boys*
Institution ; and I quite agree with him that such
returns should be furnished for the f irst Publicati on af ter
the election. I asked for the same information in May,
and on the 16th May,.in the Magazine, was answered
that the return of the poll had not been sent yon. Now,
I think it should have been asked for then, as well as
now; but I suppose Bro. Hughan has more power in the
Masonic world than the individual writing this. How-
ever that may be—now the election is published—I think
it should have been correct , seeing the length ot time-
since the election took place; for, on looking over, I find
a candidate's name omitted (althoug h an unsuccessful
one). Will you, therefore, inquire at the Secretary 's
office, and in your next please insert his name and the
number of votes he polled , as many of the governors and
subscribers, not seeing the name might think Le was
withdrawn, when such is not the case.

Yours fraternally,
JOIIN WALKER , W.M. 57.

Hull, 10th August, 1868.

[The name of the candidate omitted in our last issue,
in reply to Bro. Hughan's request, is Henry Thompson
Rigden, No. 15 on the list. This was a third application ,
and the number of votes polled was 143.—ED. F. M.]
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APPOIJITMENT or GBAXD SECRETARY.— Since wo commenced
the publication of tbe present number we have learned that
which we are sure the craft will bail with great pleasure, namely,
the announcement that the M.W. Grand Master lias been
pleased to appoint tbe V.W. Bro. John Hervey, P.S.G.D., to
the office of Grand Secretary, vacant by the lamented decease
of tbe late Bro. Wm. Gray Clarke, and we sincerely congratu-
late Bro. Hervey himself upon the attainment of a position for
which he is so eminentl y qualified , not only by his great ad-
ministrative talents and Masonic experience , but also by the
esteem with which be is regarded by the Masonic bod y generally.

THE BEADO ** CHAPTER No. 619, Dulwich , will bo consecrated
by Comp. R. Wentworth Little, P.Z. 975, on Wednesday, the
26th inst., and the ceremony of installing the Principals will
be performed by Comp. F. Walters, P.Z. 73.

THE Provincial Grand Lodgo of Dorset will be held at the
Town Hall , Bridport, on Tuesday, the ISth inst.

PROV. G. LODOE OS SOUTH WALES (EASTERN DIVISION).—
Tho annual Prov. G. Lodgo will bo held at tho Tomporanco
Hall, Morthyr Tydvil, on Thursday, tho 3rd proximo. Prov. G.
Lodge will bo opened at ono o'clock p.m., and tho banquet will
take place at tho Bush Hotel, at 5 p.m. punctually.

MASONIC MEM.

METROPOLITAN.

CRYSTAL PALACE LODGE, (No. 742). —This lod ge met on the
6th inst-, at the Crystal Palace, Sydenham , Bro. Thomas Foxall
in the chair. Lodge being opened in the usual manner , the
business of the meeting was proceeded with, viz., the raising of
Bros. Mortimer and Cundick , also passing Bros. Stevens and
Shulte, these ceremonies concluded , Mr. j . Laiiibson, and Mr.
W. Thornewill were balloted for, and being approved , were
initiated ; after which Bro. James Richmond Sheen was accepted
as a joining member; the work throughout was well and credit
ably done, and the brethren may congratulate themselves on
the judicious selection th ey have made in choosing Bro. Thomas
Foxall for their W.M., his perfect working the various ceremo-
nies, well merited the encomiums passed upon him. No other
business being before the lodge, it was closed in due form and
with solemn prayer. The brethren then adjourned to a sump-
tuous banquet laid out by Bro. Bertram and Roberts, the well-
known Caterer 's to the Palace; the whole gave great satisfac-
tion , the dinner and wines being all that could be desired , and
the attendance admirable. The musical party was excellent,
and amongst those par ticularl y deserving of mention , was Bro.
Lassam, who gave an admirable imitation of the flute, which
was deservedl y app lauded ; after enjoy ing an agreeable evening
the brethren separated in harmony. Amongst the visitors
present we noticed Bros. Codner, John , Cottebrune, Betterby,
H. M. Levy, P.M. 185, Muster, Austin , Newman, Newton , Gary,
T. Kent.

R OYAL ALFRED LODGE , (No. 7S0).—A meeting of tins lodge
took place on the 24th ult., at the Star and Garter , Kew Brid ge.
The W.M. Bro. Gary, having opened the lodge, the various
duties and the ordinary business were disposed of , the only
candidate for initiation present being Mr. T. Gough. The WM.
proceeded with and completed that ceremony in the most
perfect , impressive , and masterl y manner , and afterwards raised
Bros. Reeves and Clinton Hall, with his usual ability. This
being the day for the election of W.M., and the choice of the
brethren being unanimously in favour of Bro. Samuel May,
S.W., he was duly installed W.M. of tbe lod ge; the duties heing
ended, the lodge was closed, and the brethren and visitors

adjourned to refreshment. The usual Loyal and Masonic toasts
were given and responded to, Bro. Whiting, P.M , returning
thanks for the visitors in very eloquent terms,; after speeding
a very agreeable and happy afternoon , the brethren separated
in peace and harmony.

PROVINCIAL.

BERKS AND BUCKS.
MAIDENHEAD .— St. John's Lodge (No. 795).—A meeting of

this lod ge was held on Tuesday, the 4th inst., at the Orkney
Arms Hotel. In the absence of the W.M. Bro. L. H. Isaacs,
Bro. W. Warton filled the chair of K.S. The minutes of the
last meeting having beon read and confirmed, Bros. Beagle and
Berger were balloted for as joining members, and the result
being favourable, tiny were declared dul y elected. Bros. Lum-
ley, Prickett , and Turner were raised , and Mr. Thomas Arthur
Can- being a candidate for initiation , was balloted for, approved ,
and duly initiated into the mysteries of the Craft. No other
business having to be gone into, the lodge was closed in ample
form , and the brethren adjourned to a sumptuous banquet
served in Bro. Shindies ' best sty le; Bro. Gammon presided , and
a very enjoyable and pleasant evening was spent ,

CUMBERLAND AND WESTMORELAND.
LOHGTOWK. —Holy Temple Lodge (No. 412).—The above

lodge met on Thursday evening, tbe 6th inst., for the purpose
of completing tho degrees for Bro. A. Robinson , and other
important business. The lodge was opened under the guidance
of Bro. A. Woodhouse, W.M.. Sec. 1,220, P.G.S. ; assisted by
Bros. R. M. Hill, S.W. ; R. Forster, P.M., as J.W. ; J. Pendri gh,
S.D.; J. Cuvruthers, P.M., J.D.; D. Murray, P.M., Sec ; R.
Irving, I.P.M. and Treas. ; NV. Murray, sen. who is upwards of .
eightv-six years) ; A. Robinson , (cand.); P. W. Hayward , P.M.
310, W.M. 1,220,.P. Prov. S.G.W. Visitors : Bros. W. Nanson,
310, acting I.G. ; W.- Nixon, P.M., Ty ler. After the minutes
were read and confirmed , the lodge was advanced to F.C, when
Bro. A. Robinson , being a candidate for the third degree, was
entrusted and prepared , and after the lodge was opened in a
hi gher degree by Bro. F. W. Hayward , the candidate was
admitted and raised to the sublime degree of a M.M. Bro. A.
Woodhouse acted as Deacon on this occasion. Bro. Woodhouse
then resumed the chair, and closed the lodge to E.A. degree,
and upon the questions for tbe good of Masonry, Bro. Pendrigh,
architect to Sir F. U. Graham, of Netherby Hall , rose to pro-
pose, that as this lodge met each lodge night under disadvan-
tages, they should enter into a compact for the purpose of
building a new Masonic Hall and statue to the memory of the
late Sir James Graham , Prov. G.M. of Cumberland and West-
moreland. Bro. Pendri gh said that he had prepared plans, and
that Bro. the W.M. had got several photograp hs taken of tho
same, to be circulated amongst the several " heads of Masonry,"
and also that a circular had been prepared by the Secretary of
the lodge, to be sent to all lod ges and Masonic friends of the
late Sir James. He (Bro. Pendri gh) thought it would be the
best to obtain funds by donations in the first instance , and then
if they did not succeed, to issue shares for the remainder ; he
also stated that he had that day conversed with the Rev. Bro.
SI. Graham , who said that he was glad to hear that the brethren
of Longtown had taken the initiative iu the matter , and wished
to know the feelings of the members of the lodge before he
mentioned it to his brother, Sir F. U. Graham. After much
discussion had taken place, pro and eon, Bro. Woodhouse pro-
posed that the Secretary and Treasurer of this lodge do convey
the feelings of this meeting to Bro. M. Graham , which is—
that tho members of this lodge deeply regret having to meet in
a public-house under great disadvantages , feel confident that
if a new Masonic Hall were erected , it would not only tend to
place Masonry on an equal footing with other lodges in the
province, but would be a lasting tribute to the memory of our
late much esteemed brother and friend , and also hop ing that the
Bev. Bro. 'il. Graham , in addition to Sir Frederic Graham will
give their patronage in so laudable an object. Carried unani-
mously. The Secretary announced that he had leeeived a
letter from the widow of our late Bro. J. Monteith (formerly of
Longtown) who had died at his residence in Wales, on August
2nd , 1S68. Other business being transacted, the lodge was



finally closed, and the brethren parted in good fellowship at an
early hour, to enable the Carlisle brethren to drive home before
tbe small hours of the morn.

SILLOTH.—Solway Lodge, (No, 220).—This new lod ge held
its second meeting -on Tuesday evening, the 4th inst., at the
Albion Hotel , when , according to the Tylers' book, the following
brethren were present , viz., F. W. Hayward , P.M. 310, P. Prov.
S.G.W., as W.M. ; J. Button , P.M. 327, S.W. ; A. Routlert ge,
P.M. 327, J.W. ; T. Woodall , S.D. ; A. Woodhouse , W.M. 4-12,
Sec. P.G.S.; S. Halifax , W.M. 327, as I.G.; A. Dixon , 327, as
Tyler ; G. Stoddart: 0. Jones ; W. Johnstone, 310 ; G. Holmes ;
Dr. W. Jones, 371. The lod ge was opened in form , the minutes
read and confirmed. The lod go was then advanced to the F.C.
and Bro. G. Stoddart being a candidate for exaltation , was
found worthy, and after tho lod ge opened in the third , was
raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason , by F. W. Hay-
ward, W.M. The lodge was then closed to a E. A. degree, and
Bro. G. Holmes, a candidate for preferment , was intrusted , pre-
pared, and afterwards admitted and passed to the Fellowshi p of
a Craftsman. The lod ge was again closed down to an E. A.
degree. Bro. woodhouse , on addressing the W.M., said that
Bro. Dr. Jones bad composed several verses on the consecration
of this body, and formally given them to him to be disposed of
to the best advantage, for the purpose of augmenting the
"Masonic Life Boat Fund ;" also another leaflet with five verses,
called " The Queen and all Good Subjects ," composed on the
laying of the foundation stone of the " Royal Albert Asylum ,"
at Lancaster. After Bro. Dr. Jones had spoken at some length
on behalf of the two institutions, he finall y presented about
300 of the leaflets to Bro. Woodhouse, who returned thanks
(to Bro. Jones), and said that he would be glad to dispose of
some to any of the brethren who felt inclined to take them.
The W.M., then wished to know if any brethren had any thing
for the good of Masonry, or this lodge in particular, when two
propositions were made on behalf of Mr. Thomas Howes, Grocer,
and Mr. Lowry Turner , Timher Merchant, both of Silloth, for
initiation ; and for Bro. G. Eckersley, Contractor , of No. 654,
as a joining member. After other business of importance had
been transacted , the lodge was finall y closed , and the brethren
adjourned to refreshment , and spent an hour convivially, after
which all parted in harmony.

DURHAM.
HARTLEPOOL.—££ Helen's Lodge (No. 531).

The regular lodge was holden on Thursday, the 6th inst.,
when there were present , Bros. Emra Holmes, W.M. ; W. J.
Sivewright , P.G. Purst., I.P.M. ; Forbes, S.W. ; J. J. Armstrong,
J.W. ; Corner, S.D.; Emil Jessien , acting Sec. Visitors :—
Bro. Farrar, J. Miller , Coulson , I.G., &e.

The lodge having been duly opened with solemn prayer, the
minutes of the previous lodge were read and confirmed. Mr.
J. Hunter, who had been previousl y balloted for and accepted ,
having come properl y prepared , was initiated by the W.M. into
the mysteries of ancient Freemasonry.

Bros. Mitchell , Proctor, and Coverdale being candidates for
the second degree, were examined , entrusted , and on retiring,
the lodge was opened in the second degree. At the W.M.'s
request Bro. Sivewright , I.P.M., assumed the gavel, and Bro.
Mitchell having come properl y prepared , was passed to the
degree of F.C. Bro. Proctor was then admitted to that degree,
but the evening being already far advanced, the W.M. post-
poned Bro. Coverdale's reception into the F.C. degree until next
regular lodge night.

The business in this degree being ended , the lodge was closed
down to the first degree, when the W.M. read some passages
from the report of the proceedings at the last quarterl y com-
munication of Grand Lodgo, relative to the initiating of sever.il
candidates at one and the same time.

At the last regular lod ge a letter from the Lodge Amenite,
of Havre, under the G. 0. of France of which the following is
a literal translation , was communicated to the lodge, when the
collar and jewel of the Lodge Amenite' was sent to the W.M.,
in return for some little attention paid to two French brethren
who had visited St. Helen's Lodge recently :—

"In the regular lodge holden on the 6th inst., the
Lodge Amenite has been informed of the friendly aud kind
reception given to the Bros. Donnely and Duhamel, of our
lodge. It has been unanimously decided upon to address you
a vote of thanks. Believe us, that we are happy to avail our-

selves of this occasion to offer you the expression of our grati-
tude for the hosp itality, as kind as great , shown in your seat
of li ght. In order to try directly if it is possible to join the
links of our chain of union , our lod ge has the pleasure to send
you its jewel as a token of gratitude, asking you to grant us
the continuation of your veritably Masonic and fraternal
feeling—the predominant quality of all Freemasons who co-
operate in our noble institution. Pray accept the assurance
of all our sympathies and fraternal feelings.

" Le Venerable." "ALMED DUPEEZ,
" Secretary."

" P.S.—I deeply regret not being able to hand you peisonally
the enclosed , which has been entrusted to me by the brethren
of the Amenite. I send it throug h the medium of the engineer
of the British Queen, hop ing that yon may safely receive it.
Permit me, dear sir, to thank you for past favours.

" Yours fraternall y,
" A. DONNELEY."

" Masonic Hall, Hartlepool ,
" 16th Jul y, 1868.

"Worshipful Sir and Brother,—I very much regret that
circumstances should have prevented my acknowled ging before
this the graceful and flattering letter , and beautiful gift , sent
to me as W.M. of the St. Helen's Lodge (No. 531 on the roll
of the Grand Lodge of England), by the members of the
Lodge Amenite, which has the honour of being under your
able rule and guidance.

"I have now the pleasure to inform you that at the regular
lodge holden on the 2nd inst., Bro. W. J. Sivewright, I.P.M., and
P.G.P. of Durham, moved, and Bro. Jas. Groves, P.M., and
P.P.S.G.D., seconded , in an eloquent speech, a vote of thanks
to yourself and tbe Lodge Am6nite', for the handsome cordon of
your lodge, and for the kindly and courteous le;ter which accom-
panied the jewel ; and the resolution was carried unanimously,
amidst the applause of the brethren assembled within the
tesselated border at our seat of light. Believe me, sir and
brother , the sentiments expressed in your truly fraternal com-
munication find a grateful response in our hearts. We heartily
reciprocate the kindly feeling therein displayed, and whenever
I or my successor in the chair of K.S., put on tho emblem of
fraternity.aiid unity which you have so thoughtfull y bestowed
upon the W.M., we shall bo most agreeably reminded of tha
Lodge Amenite and of the brethren who honoured, us by
witnessing our august and time-hononred ceremonies, and
sharing our humble fare, with every assurance of profound
regard. ¦ "Believe me,

" Worshi pful Sir and Brother ,
" Faithfull y and fraternall y yours,

" *U EMRA HOLMES, 30".
" W.M". of St. Helen's (No. 531), Mark Master, K.T.,

K.M., Kni ght of the Royal Order of Scotland, &c."
" To Le Venerable

" La Logo de l'Amenite, Havre."
WEST HARTLEPOOL.—Sarlour of Befuge Lodge (No. 764).—

A lodge of emergency was held in tha Masonic Hall , for the
purpose of raising Bro. Farvar , wdio is about to leave for
Australia , on Tuesday, the 4th inst. The following were present,
Bros. S. Gourley, M.D.; R. B. Harpley, I.P.M. ; E. Holmes,
W.M. of St. Helen 's (No. 531) ; Watt, S.W. ; Stonier Leigh,
acting J.W.; J. Cameron, S.D., &c. The lodge being opened
with due form and solemn prayer in the first and second degrees
successivel y, Bro. Farrar was examined and entrusted , and on
his retiring for preparation , the lodge was opened in the third
degree, when having returned properl y prepared , he was raised
to the sublime degree of M.M. by the W.M., assisted by the
I.P.M., who related the traditional history and gave the charge.
Bro. Emra Holmes presented the working tools, and gave the
descri ption of the M.M. tracing board . The lodge being closed,
the brethren retired for refreshment , when they were joined by
Bro. Geo. Moore, M.D., P. Prov. J.G.W., P.M., &c. ; and W.
Brunton , Prov. G. Reg. The usual loyal and Masonic toasts
having been given and responded to, the W.M. proposed "The
Health of visiting Bro. Leigh," formerly member of this lodge,
iu very ilattering terms. Bro. Leigh, who was greeted with,
hearty applause, responded in a characteristic and modest
Speech , which made a very favourable impression upon the
brethren , and after a pleasant hour of social intercourse, the
brethren separated and the proceedings closed in harmony.



SUFFOLK.
SUDBURY.— Consecration and Dedication of the Stour "Valley

Lodge, (No. 1224).—About fifteen years ago a lodge, the
" Suffolk ," was formed at Clare, and a few years afterwards it
was removed by dispensation to this town. For seven years
however there lias been no lodge held , and Masonry has been
allowed to fall into abeyance. A few of the old brethren desiring
to form a new one, an app lication was made to the Grand Lod ge
for a warrant , which was granted , and on Friday, July, 31st.
the consecration and dedication of the lodge " Stour Valley,"
took place. The brethren met at one o'clock , in the Lecture
Hall, which had been generously granted for the occasion, where
the imposing ceremony was performed by the D.P.G.M. Bro.
the Rev. E. I. Lockwood , aud the oration afterwards delivered
by tbe P.G. Chap. Bro. the Rev. A. Tighe Gregory, the use of
the Church to the brethren having been refused by the Rev.
W. F. Molyneaux. The Hall was decorated with the banners
belonging to the various lodges in the province. The W. the
D.P.G.M ., and the officers of the P.G.L.. entered the room in
order, marshalled by the P.G.D. of Cers., Bro. F. Long, the S.W.
chair being filled by Bro. J. A. Pettit , of lodge Prince of Wales
959, Ipswich ; and that of J.W. by Bro. C. Davy, W.M. of
St. Luke, 225, Ipswich ; Bro. Ranson , 500, acting as S.D,; and
Bro. Fisher, 555, as J.D. The following brethren were present :
—Bros , the Rev. R. N. Sanderson, M.A., P.P.G. Chap. ; the
Rev. A. Tighe Gregory ; Spencer Freeman , P.G. Treas. ; James
Franks, P.M.. 376 ; Thomas Holland , W.M ., 1224 ; J. H.
Bidder, 1224; J. H. Chambers , 1224; A. J. Barber, P.G.O. ;
Chas. Davy, P. P.S.G.D., of Herts, and W.M. 225 ; Geo. King,
S.W. 172 ; F. B. Marriott , P.G. Sec. ; S. H. Wright , P.P.S.G.D. ;
Eev. F. Palmer, P.G. Chap., Oxfordshire ; W. G. Hansen ,
P.G.S.D. ; E. C. Tidd , P.A.G. Sec. ; F. Long, P.G.D. of Cers. ;
F. Jennings , P.D.P.G.M., Bengal ; G. S. Golding, P.G. Steward ;
F. Betts, P.G. Steward; B. Syer, P.G. Ty.; F. Fisher, Sec,
555 ; E. P. Powell , W.M., 332 ; J. A. Pettit , jun., P.M., 332 ;
H. S. Scott, J.D., 1,008; G. Thompson , W.M ., 1,008 ; J. E.
Harwood , J.W., 332 ; Gardiner , P.G. Pur. ; W. Dowman , 910 :
J. H. Jardine, 910; J. Martin , Sec, 1224 ; W. J. Harding,
1224 ; J. Debnam, 1224 ; S. King, 1224 ; Chas. Gooch, Ty.,
1,008; J. Whitehead , 225 ; C. By ford , 325 ; W. Armstrong,
1,008 ; J. Parsons, 1,008 ; &c. The warrant of constitution
having been read by the P.G. Sec. Bro. F. B. Marriott , an ora-
tion was delivered by the P.G. Chap. ; after which the Anthem
" Hail ! Universal Lord !" was sung by the brethren , the P.G.O.
Bro. A. J. Barber presiding at the harmonium. The Psalm
beginning "Behold how good and joy ful a thing it is," &c, was
then chanted. The brethren having formed procession, the
solemn ceremony of consecration was then performed , and the
D.P.G.M. dedicated the lodge to Masonry, Virtue, and Universal
Benevolence, aud the Consecration Prayer having been offered
by the P.G.C. the D.P.G.M. declared the new lod ge duly con-
secrated and dedicated according to ancient form. The chant-
ing of the cxxxii Psalm concluded the interesting ceremony.
The W.M. designate Bro. Thomas Holland was then dul y in-
stalled into the chair by Bro. Franks, assisted by the P.P.G.
Chap. Bro. Sanderson. The following brethren were appointed
the officers of the new lod ge:—Bros. John Henry Hinder , S.W. ;
James Henry Chambers, J.W.; S. King, S.D. ; W.' J. Harding,
J.D. ; J. Martin , Sec; J. H. Silk , I.G. The lodge was then
closed , and the brethren adjourned to the Bear Inn , where the
D.P.G.M. presided , supported by the P.G. officers. About 34
sat down. After the repast, the usual Loyal and Masonic toasts
were given.

KNIGHTS TEMPLAR.

CORNWALL.
TXWAEDREATH .—Sestomel Encampment.—A convocation of

this encampment was held on the 6th inst., and after being dul y-
opened by Sir Knt. Rev. G. Ross, E.G., D.Prov . G.C., according
to ancient rite, with the assistance of P.E.C. Matthews ,
installed Sir Knt. Colonel Peard as E.C. for the ensuing year,
who then appointed his officers as follows :—Sir Knts. Rev. J.
D. Hawkesley, Prelate ; Truscott , 1st G.C. ; J. Seccombe , 2nd
G.C.; Capt. Kendall , Expert; Rev. Dr. Treffry , Capt. of Lines,
Polkinghorne, Reg. ; Capt. Sobey, Aide de Camp ; G. Seccombe,
Almoner ; Gencli , 1st Std. B.; Bales, 2nd Std. B.; Lyne, 1st
Herald ; Stephens, G.H.; and Elliott, Equerry, The encamp-

ment was closed in due form , and priory was then formed for
the installation of candidates for the Order for K.M. The E.
Prior, Rev. G. Ross, conducted the installation , and then
instructively explained the ori gin and progress of the Order ;
after which he appointed the officers as follows:—Rev. Dr.
Treffry, Prelate ; Colonel Peard , Capt. Kendall , Seccombe, and
Truscott , Officers in tbe East ; Rev. J. D. Hawksley, Capt.
Sobey, Lyne, Geacb , Bale, T. Stephens, Polkinghorne, and J.
Step hens, Officers in the West. The priory was then closed,,
and all the Sir Kni ghts expressed much gratification at the
proceedings of the day.

MAS ONIC FESTIVITIE S.

IRELAND.
ElS X ISS.111E3!.

Masonic Excursion on Lough Erne.
A grand excursion trip was made on Wednesday, the

4th inst., to Castlecaidwell on board the steamer Dcvcnish.
The number was not so large as was expected, owing, no
doubt, to the unfavourable aspect of the morning, which
fortunately cleared up, and a better or finer day could
not have been desired. The boat started with upwards
of 180 on board; all wore the insignia of the Order, and
the vessel was neatly trimmed out with evergreens,
flags , Masonic mottoes and devices. Each of the:
brethren had the privilege of bringing a lady or a member
of his family. Everything was carried out in the best
style by the committee—Bros- Mills, Gamble, and
Gulstou, Sec. The steamboat left at 11 o'clock sharp,
the band which was on board playing "God Save the
Queen." Hundreds of people lined the quay, and the
west bridge was thronged with people, who cheered
lustily as the Dcvcnish steamed out. One or two light,
showers fell on the trip down, but cleared up as they
neared Ely Lodge. Dancing was then kept up until they
arrived at Castlecaldwell, the residence of Bro. J. O.
Bloomfield , who met the excursionists as they landed and
gave them a hearty welcome. The museum was thrown
open to all, who engaged in examining the wondrous
sights there until they were summoned to dinner, which
was partaken of on the lawn in front of the ancient and
noble building.

Amongst those present were :—Bros- J. C. Bloomfield ,.
J.P.D.L., who presided ; Edward Gamble, vice-chair ; W.
Dane, Edward H, Innes and Mrs. Iunes, Major Irvine,
Edward Athill , A. Oollum, Edward Kerr, W. Lemon and
Miss Lemon, R. Rogers and Miss Rogers, R. Lemon,.
Paul Davis, Fred. Dane, Mrs- and Miss E. Gamble, Chas.
A. Mills and Mrs. Mills, Dr. J. West, Commander Chas.
Scott, R.N.,-—Patterson, the Misses Mahood, W. Young,
Mrs. Lemon, G. Weir, Mauzier Buchanan, Mr. Moffatt,.
A. Brown, Mr. King, O. Johnston—Coffey, L. Smyth,
G. Kittoom, M. Hall, M. Whiteside, W. Benson, H.
Morrison and Mrs. Morrison, J. Gamble and Mrs.
Gamble, A. Price, Mr. Hinchy and Mrs. Hinchy, &c.

After dinner had been served by Mrs. Lingard, which
was of the most recherche kind—

The Chairman gave " The Queen." He had belonged
to the Masonic body for the last 30 years' and he knew
that her Majesty was revered by every member.

Drunk with great enthusiasm, the band playing " God
Save the Queen."

The next toast was that of "The Prince of Wales and
the Royal Family," which was well received , the band,
playing " God bless the Prince of Wales."

The Chairman , in a very able manner, gave " The
Three Grand Masters of Masonry—England, Ireland,-
and Scotland," which was received with great cheering
the band playing " Masonic March."

The next toast was " Our Visiting Brethren," coupled-
with Prince Mason Commander Scott. He was glad to
see them present. Masonry had spread, and its benefits*



were known throughout the whole world. He was de-
lighted to see them all united together in harmony. He
would make them always welcome at Castlecaldwell, and,
only that he had had such short notice, he would have
prepared for them, but , as it was, they must be content.
He hoped to see the brethren at their meet at Castle-
caldwell, for, wherever they came from , he would give
them a ceacl mille failthe. — Band : "Meeting of the
Waters."

The Vice-Chairman said he feit much pleasure in pro-
posing the health of the worthy representative of her
Majesty the Queen. He was certain they would drink
it in a flowin g bumper.—Band : " St. Patrick's Day."

The Chairman , in a felicitous speech, said it devolved
upon him to give a toast, which was one he would feel
much pleasure in giving —• " The Ladies." — Band :
" Here's a health to all good lasses."

Bro. Deacon responded for the ladies in an able
manner.

The Vice-Chairman gave the following toasts, which
were all responded to :—The Committee.— Band : " For
they are right good fellows." Bro- Bloomfield.—-Band :
" Auld Lang Syne." Town aud Trade of Enniskillen.—
Band: " Fermanagh Quick Step."

The party returned to town at six o'clock, everyone
satisfied with the pleasant manner in which they had
spent the day. Much dancing was gone through on the
way up. Another excursion will be made next month.

Dublin and Cork, Belfasb and Dundalk , Omagh, Derry,
Clones, Belturbet, Lisnaskea, Belleek, &c, were well
represented.

SOUTH WALES (EASTERN DIVISION).
CAEDIPP .

Masonic Excursion.
The brethren of Cardiff had recently an excursion

to Barry. Before visiting the island they proceeded as
far as Brixey in the steamship Earl of Zetland.'iOn their
return to Barry the members took dinner together on
board the steamer. After justice had been done to the
viands provided, the usual loyal toasts were given and
acknowledged. The following toasts were proposed :—
" The Worshipful Master, Bro. P. Bird," " The Health of
Bro . Martin , P.M." (who provided the boat free of ex-
pense). In responding to the latter toast Bro. Martin
said that he should always be most happy to provide for
the fraternity on similar occasions free of cost. Various
other toasts were also proposed and responded to.
Amongst the brethren present were Bros. Nash and Bell,
P.M.'s, Bros. Davis, Glass, Vaughan , Rosser, Colman,
Torath , Daniels, Robinson , Phipps, Tamplin, and Wil -
liams. The company enjoyed themselves thoroughly at
Barry, and whilst on the return journey they stopped
for a short time at Penarth the band played some lively
airs whilst many of the members were being landed.

PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS.

NEW QUEEN'S THEATRE.
The new drama by H. J. Byron continues to draw

•crowded audiences, owing to the excellent acting of all
the members of the company. The scenery by Mr.
Johnson is very effective. The piece has been much
curtailed , and great credit is duo to the manager, Mr.
W. H. Liston , for the excellent manner it is placed on
the stage The principal actors were called before the
curtain at the termination of each act.

NEW ROYAL ADELPHI THEATRE.
On Wednesday, the 19th inst., the performances will

be for the benefit of Bro. J. W. Anson, the well-known

and highly-respected treasurer of that establishment.
After the drama of The Fly ing Scud, there will be a
farce of A Boland for an Oliver, in which Bro. Anson
will appear as Sir Mark Chase ; this in itself is an un-
usual attraction. Bro. Anson's host of friends and well-
wishers will, we trust, take care that his benefit is a
" bumper." We need scarcely add that he deserves the
support of all onr theatre-going brethren.

ROYAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, MARGATE.
The visitors to Margate appreciate the renovation of

the Royal Assembly Rooms by Mi*. E. Villiers, the pro-
prietor of the South London Music Hall. It may now
be classed as the finest suite of rooms in Europe. Mr.
Villiers, of the London Road, has, with exquisite taste,
furnished the upholstery, &c, and also the magnificent
looking-glasses used at the Agricultural Hall. A very
excellent concert , embracing the names of Miss Julia
Elton , Vernon , Rigby, Bartleman , &c, and dancing,
under the management of Mr. James, continues to attract
crowded rooms every evening.

THE LATE DR. STEVENS-
Amongst eminent men of science who have expired

during the past month , it becomes onr duty to record
tho death, at his residence , Malvern , near Worcester, of
a gentleman who made for himself a name not onl y in
this locality, where he was well known and highly
respected , but in the wide world of science also; we
allude to William Stevens, M.D., D.CL-, formerly of the
Island of St. Croix. Dr. Stevens was an eminent
physiologist, and recognised as a man of exceptional ac-
quirements by the ablest men of his day. In 1834 he
was chosen by the Univeisity of Oxford on the inaugu-
ration as Chancellor of the Duke of Wellington as one
of the three members of the medical profession to whom
the honorary degree of D.C-L. was awarded in convoca-
tion , the other members of the triumvirate being J. H.
Hume, M.D., and Sir Astley Cooper, M.D. The magis-
trates of the county of Middlesex awarded Dr. Stevens a
vote of thanks and presented him with a piece of plate
of the value of a hundred guineas as an expression of
gratitude for his valuable services in combating the
cholera in the county prison of Coldbath Fields ; and
King Christian VIII., of Denmark, in admiration of his
genius and in requital of his valuable services rendered
in the Danish West Indies, bestowed upon him a princely
gift. The mode of treatment adopted by Dr. Stevens
in cases of cholera, known as the saline treatment, is
now acknowledged to have been founded upon a most
enlightened view of the diagnosis of that terrible disease.
His writings upon diseases of the blood will always be
recognised by the profession, and he leaves a monument
of his research in the well-known remed y for all affections
of the kind sold everywhere as "Lamplough's Pyretic
Saline." Dr. Stevens had reached the patriarchial age
of 82. A genius, a philosopher, and a man of strong
and original thought, he lived down prejudices, and had
the pleasure of seeing his theories carried into practice
by men who were at one time a little too willing to cry
him down.

CHURCH AID.
We have received from Bro. the Rev. J. M. Vaughan,

J.W., of Royal Albert Lodge, 907, an earnest appeal for
help " towards building a church in one of the poorest-
of-the-poor districts at the east-end of London, contain-
ing a population of 6,000, without church or chapel."
We cannot do better than allow the Rev. Bro. to plead
his own case, which we are certai n will not fail to touch
the hearts of our brethren, who are " open as day in
meeting charity : "—



" The new district of St. John, in the parish of St
George-in-the-East, is situated on the borders of the
London Docks, aud has a poor population of 6,000 souls.
Moved by a conviction of the very urgent spiritual need
of the district, the working men (the bulk of whom are
dock labourers, costermongers, and seafaring men) have
formed themselves into a committee, and are going
literally ' from house to house,' to obtain contributions to
the Church Building Fund. It may be interesting to
state further, that the children in the free schools have
also united to help on the work, and that there are at
the present time no less than ' 166 contributing id.
a-week, while there are other labourers in the district
who are obtaining contributions that vary from Id. to
6d. a-week. For three years the missionary clergyman
has carried on his work in a school-room and from
house to house ; he has a Scripture-reader, a mission-
woman, and a district nurse labouring with him—a free
school (of which the Right Hon. the Earl of Shaftesbury
is President), with 307 children on the books, and an
average attendance of 117—a lending library, contain-
ing about 400 volumes of an interesting and instructive
character—a penny bank, in which last year was de-
posited £54 9s. by 179 depositors—a soup kitchen for
giving occasional dinners to the more sickly and desti-
tute children, and for supplying the poor of the district
with nutritious food during the winter months—a
mother's meeting, average attendance 30—a sewing
class three times a week for teaching the children to
make articles of clothing for themselves—and penny
readings, with the view of giving the working classes a
pleasant and profitable evening, and to encourage in
them a taste for intellectual pursuits. But while the
above has been done, and these agencies for good are
all in active operation , the committee feel that very
much remains yet to be accomplished before the paro-
chial system is thoroughly established among them.
They are convinced that a church should be built ; and
that, when this is completed, they will then have secured
for the ' labour of love ' going on in their midst, that
permanency which they so ardently desire.

The building, the site for which has been secured,
will be of a plain and substantial character, capable of
accommodating 650, and all the sittings will be free
and unappropriated. The total cost will be £4,280,
towards which the Committee of the Bishop of Loudon's
Fund have granted £1,500, on condition that £1,000 be
raised and the foundation be laid on or before the 1st of
May, 1868. This sum has, happily, been obtained, aud
the first stone was laid April 29th, by the Bishop of the
Diocese. Provided £2,280 be raised during the present
year, the building will be complete in every respect,
and open for the celebration of Divine Service in January,
1869.

" The Building and Working Men s Committees ven-
ture to make an earnest appeal to all who value the
blessed privilege of a House consecrated to the service
of prayer and praise, to assist them in the proposed
work by contributing at least a shilling in postage
stamps. Should, however, any bo disposed, to make a
larger donation , cheques crossed " East London Bank"
or Post-office Orders made payable at " Eastern District
Post-office ," Commercial-road , E. may be sent to the
Incumbent designate, the Rev. J. M. Vaughan, 33,
Nassau-place, Commercial-road, E. or will be thankfully
acknowledged by any of tho following gentlemen :—•
Rev. J. Cohen , M. A., Rector of St. Mary 's, Whitechapel ;
Mr. Henry Mosely, 9, St. Georgo 's-place, St. George-
in-the-East; Rev. J. G. Pitkington , M.A., Clerical Sec-
retary, Bishop of London's Fund, 46A- Pall Mall ; Rev.
T. J. Rowsell , M.A., Chaplain to the Queen, Rector of
St. Margaret's Lothbury ; Eev. F. W. Russell, M.A., 35,
St. Augustine-road, Camden-square, N.W.

Contributors of 5s. and upwards will be presenfed with
photogragh of the new church.

Iposfrg*
THE MASONIC PASSWORD.

By J A. H.
A Mason pestered by his wile,

A littlo joko did try ;
He said tho ancient password was

Concealed in " Brocoli."
Oh! Brocoli, Oh! Brocoli ,
A magic word is Brocoli .'

Tho Chaplain thought she was insano
When slio said, " O fie ! fie!

You clergymen, indeed, should not
Mix up with Brocoli."

Oh! Brocoli, Oh! Brocoli,
A magic word is Brocoli,

Tho Worshipful was much amaze d,
As, with a knowing eye,

She said to him, " How do you do;
What news of Brocoli ? "

Oh ! Brocoli, Oh ! Brocoli ,
A magic word is Brocoli.

Tho Wardens woro astounded when,
With manner nothing shy,

She said, "I know Freemasons are
A lot of Brocoli."

Oh! Brocoli, Oh! Brocoli,
A magic word is Brocoli.

Tho Deacons felt it rather strange
When sho said, " Go and buy

Tho very best and tondorest
Of early Brocoli."

Oh! Brocoli , Oh! Brocoli ,
A magic word is Brocoli.

Tho Inner Guard was quite at sea
Whon first ho hoard her cry,

'Tis all a sham your Masonry,
I know your Brocoli."

Oh! Brocoli , Oh! Brocoli ,
A magic word is Brocoli.

Tho Tiler gave a curious start,
As well might you or I,

To hoar a lady ask aloud,
"How aro you, Brocoli ?"

Oh! Brocoli , Oh! Brocoli ,
A magic word is Brocoli.

All Masons' wives decided soon
It was a scandal high,

That husbands wore a sot of fools
For sako of Brocoli.

Oh! Brocoli , Oh! Brocoli ,
A magic word is Brocoli.

Then Masons now attend , I pray,
Your system soon shall die ,

For all tho world has found at last
'Tis only Brocoli.

Oh! Brocoli , Oh! Bi ocoli ,
A magic word is Broc- 'Ji.

TUESDAY, August 18th.—Board of Gen. Purposes, at
3. Lodge : Salisbury, 435, 71, Dean-street , Soho.

WEDNESDAY, August 19th.—Gon. Com. of G. Lodge
and Lodge of Benevolence, at 7 precisely- Lodge : Bea-
don, GI9 , Greyhound Tavern , Duhvioh.

THUI- SDAI', August 20th.—House Com. Female School,
at 4. Lodges : Westbourne, 733, New Inn, Edgware-
road. Cosmopolitan , 917, Great Western Hotel, Pad-
dington. 

EEEATCHI .—In our last issue, at page KM, "Anti quity of tho
High Dei rea "—last line but one, instead of " Fable " read
"Lodge."

METROPOLITAN LODGE MEETINGS, ETC ., FOR
THE WEEK ENDING AUGUST 22. 1868.


